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Debate brewing over service dogs for veterans with PTSD 


By Karin Brulliard 

The Washington Post 

JACKSONVILLE BEACH, Fla. 

— Adam Fuller credits a simple, one- 
word command — and a black Lab mix 
named J.D. — for helping to save his 
life. 

“Cover,” he tells J.D., who is sitting to 
his left in a grassy field next to a park 
playground. The dog calmly walks to 
Fuller’s right, then sits facing back¬ 
ward. Were someone coming up from 
behind, he’d wag his tail. The signal 
quells the sense of threat that plagued 
Fuller after serving in Afghanistan, 
that at one point had him futilely pop¬ 
ping medications and veering toward 
suicide. 

“Yes!” he praises J.D. as four women 
watch closely. They, too, are veterans 
with post-traumatic stress disorder, 
who are here to be trained and to leave 
with canine support of their own. All 

Adam Fuller and J.D. demonstrate the “cover” command for four female 
veterans from different areas of the country who came to Florida to learn how 
to handle their service dogs through a program run by K9s for Warriors. 

Kile BpEWEu/For The Washington Post 


seem to appreciate the strategy behind 
“cover,” as their goateed instructor 
demonstrates with J.D. “I wouldn’t be 
here without him,” Fuller says. 

Every month, a new cycle of training 
begins with yet another class of veter¬ 
ans in a program run by the northern 
Florida K9s for Warriors. The 7-year- 
old nonprofit is one of dozens of private 
organizations that offer “psychiatric 
service” dogs to address the military’s 
mental health crisis — enabling des¬ 
perate vets to function in society, pro¬ 
ponents say. 

Yet even as success stories allow 
these groups to briskly expand their 
work, their approach faces growing 
scrutiny from researchers and debate 
among veterans groups, politicians 
and the Department of Veterans Af¬ 
fairs. At issue is whether the dogs truly 
help, what they should be trained to do 
and who should pay for them. 

SEE DOGS ON PAGE 6 
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Analysts: Russia using ISIS fears to undermine NATO’s Afghan mission 


By J.P. Lawrence 
Stars and Stripes 

Moscow recently invested $20 million to 
rebuild the ruined edifice of an old Soviet 
Union-era cultural center in downtown 
Kabul, giving it a new name as Russia con¬ 
tinues to rebrand itself in a country where 
it waged a long and bloody war. 

The building, named the Russian Cul¬ 
tural Center in Afghanistan, is a symbol 
of how Moscow aims to boost its influence 
in Kabul with both gifts and an aggressive 
propaganda campaign that Western and 


Afghan analysts believe is aimed at dis¬ 
crediting the West. 

Moscow’s latest tactic: exaggerate the 
threat of Islamic State in Afghanistan, ac¬ 
cording to top US. generals. These “soft- 
power” efforts by Russia aim to exploit 
Afghan disappointment about the post-9/11 
intervention by America and its allies, said 
Arturo Munoz, a researcher with the Rand 
Corp. 

“It tracks with their whole strategy to 
paint a picture of the United States as hav¬ 
ing failed to bring security to Afghanistan,” 
Munoz said. “Rumors and conspiracy theo¬ 


ries — it’s a way to increase your influence 
and lower others’ without shooting.” 

The US has been concerned about Rus¬ 
sian efforts to gain influence in Kabul for 
at least a decade. Leaked military cables 
from the spring of 2007 highlighted fears 
that Russia and Iran were working togeth¬ 
er to thwart Western influence in Afghan 
media. 

In March, two US. generals publicly ac¬ 
cused Russia of exaggerating the threat of 
the terrorist group ISIS in Afghanistan as 
a way of promoting the Taliban. 

“We see a narrative that’s being used 


that grossly exaggerates the number of 
ISIS fighters here,” Gen. John Nicholson 
told BBC News on Friday, in an interview 
where he also accused Russia of arming 
the Taliban. “This narrative then is used 
as a justification for the Russians to legiti¬ 
mize the actions of Taliban and provide 
some degree of support to the Taliban.” 

Gen. Joseph Votel, commander of U.S. 
Central Command, has voiced similar con¬ 
cerns, saying Russia is deploying “familiar 
propaganda techniques” to brand ISIS’s 
presence as a U.S. and NATO failure. 

SEE RUSSIA ON PAGE 5 
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N. Korean, Chinese leaders 
portray strong ties after trip 


Ahead of summit, new activity 
seen at N. Korean nuclear site 


By Gillian Wong 
AND Kim Tong-Hyung 
Associated Press 

BEIJING — With smUes and 
firm handshakes, North Korea 
and China used a surprise sum¬ 
mit this week to show that despite 
recent tensions, Pyongyang still 
has a powerful backer and Beijing 
will not be sidelined in discussions 
about the fate of its unpredictable 
neighbor. 

North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un’s secretive talks with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in Beijing 
appear aimed at improving both 
countries’ positions ahead of Kim’s 
anticipated meetings with South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in 
and President Donald Trump in 
the coming weeks. 

A key objective for Beijing is to 
reassert its relevance to the talks, 
from which it has been excluded. 
China has appeared increasingly 
shut out as its relations with the 
North deteriorated and Pyong¬ 
yang reached out to Seoul and 
Washington. 

“Kim Jong Un’s visit shows that 
China is not marginalized, but 
playing a leading role. This saves 
China a lot of face,” said Pang 
Zhongying, a North Korea expert 
at Renmin University in Beijing. 

“North Korea once again is tak¬ 
ing advantage of China,” Pang 
said. “It plays the China card, 
showing South Korea and the US.: 
China is still my ally.” 

Official reports from both coun¬ 
tries Wednesday depicted in effu¬ 
sive terms warm ties between the 
leaders in an effort to downplay 
recent tensions over Kim’s devel- 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — Increased activ¬ 
ity at a North Korean nuclear 
site has once again caught 
the attention of analysts and 
renewed concerns about the 
complexities of denucleariza¬ 
tion talks as President Donald 
Trump prepares for a summit 
with Kim Jong Un in the com¬ 
ing weeks. 

Satellite imagery taken last 
month suggests the North has 
begun preliminary testing of 
an experimental light water 
reactor and possibly brought 
another reactor online at its 
Yongbyon Nuclear Research 
Center. 

Both could be used to pro¬ 
duce the fissile materials need¬ 
ed for nuclear bombs. 

The findings come at a par¬ 
ticularly sensitive time. Trump 
and Kim are planning to meet 
by May, according to officials, 
and denuclearization will like¬ 
ly be the biggest topic on their 
agenda if they meet. 


opment of nuclear weapons and 
long-range missiles. 

Ties in recent months have 
frayed as China supported tough¬ 
er UN. sanctions on North Korea 
and suspended coal and iron ore 
imports. Pyongyang last year 


According to an analysis 
in Jane’s Intelligence Review 
published earlier this month, 
a testing program is now un¬ 
derway at the experimental 
reactor, which means it could 
become operational with “lit¬ 
tle warning later in 2018 or in 
2019.” 

It said the preliminary test¬ 
ing follows increased activity 
throughout 2017. 

In a separate report posted 
on 38 North, a website that spe¬ 
cializes in North Korea news 
and analysis, experts said 
they have detected activity at 
another reactor in the Yong¬ 
byon complex, which is located 
north of Pyongyang, that could 
be an even bigger concern. 

Imagery of Yongbyon’s 5- 
megawatt reactor suggests it 
was brought into operation 
very recently. The website said 
that would mean “North Korea 
has resumed production of 
plutonium presumably for its 
nuclear weapons program.” 


seemingly sought to humiliate 
Beijing by timing some of its mis¬ 
sile tests for m^or global summits 
in China. 

Kim made the visit to China 
at Xi’s invitation, China’s official 
Xinhua News Agency said, in his 


North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, 
Jinping walk together in Beijing. 

first trip to a foreign country since 
he took power in 2011. 

Xinhua said the trip ran from 
Sunday to Wednesday but ap¬ 
peared to include travel time 
from Pyongyang on the special 
armored train that Kim traveled 
on, which secretly arrived in Bei¬ 
jing on Monday and left Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Although China sought to keep 
Kim’s visit secret, and described 
it Wednesday as “unofficial,” it 
accorded him full honors due to 
a head of state, including a formal 
welcoming ceremony and troop 
review at the Great Hall of the 
People in central Beijing. 

Xi and his wife, Peng Liyuan, 
also hosted a banquet for Kim 
and his wife, Ri Sol Ju, and they 
watched an art performance to¬ 
gether, Xinhua said. 

For China, the visit also proj¬ 
ects to its pubhc that Xi is firmly 
in charge of steering Beijing’s re¬ 
lations with North Korea in a way 
that favors China’s interests. 

“Here is Xi Jinping saying, 
‘Don’t worry, everything is going 


CCTV/AP 

right, and Chinese counterpart Xi 


to be great,”’ said Bonnie Gla¬ 
ser, an Asia expert at the Center 
for Strategic and International 
Studies. 

Trump tweeted Wednesday that 
he had received a message from 
Xi saying that his meeting with 
Kim “went very well” and that 
Kim “looks forward to his meet¬ 
ing with me.” 

Analysts say Kim would have 
felt a need to consult with China 
ahead of summits with Moon and 
Trump. 

His famously reclusive father, 
Kim Jong II, made his first visit to 
China as North Korean leader in 
May 2000, reportedly to consult 
with the Chinese leadership ahead 
of his summit with South Korea’s 
then-leader, Kim Dae-jung. 

China would also not want 
Kim’s first foreign meeting to be 
with someone other than Xi. 

“This is China asserting its re¬ 
gional hegemony and influence, 
saying, ‘Hey, you talk to me first,’ ” 
said Michael Kovrig, senior advis¬ 
er for Northeast Asia at the Inter¬ 
national Crisis Group. 
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2 Navy fighter squadrons 
making move to Iwakuni 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — A pair of Navy fight¬ 
er squadrons are arriving this 
week at Marine Corps Air Sta¬ 
tion Iwakuni, Japan, completing 
the transfer of the USS Ronald 
Reagan strike group’s fixed-wing 
aircraft from their old home base 
near Tokyo. 

Strike Fighter Squadrons 27 
and 102 are the last jet squadrons 
from Carrier Air Wing 5 to make 
the move from Naval Air Facil¬ 
ity Atsugi to Iwakuni, which is 
hundreds of miles away near the 
southern end of Japan’s main is¬ 
land of Honshu. 

“After more than a decade of co¬ 
ordination and planning between 
the US. and Japanese govern¬ 
ments, it is rewarding to complete 
the relocation of our fixed wing 


aircraft,” wing commander Capt. 
Forrest Young said in a Navy 
statement issued Wednesday an¬ 
nouncing the move. 

Construction continues on new 
facilities to accommodate the 
squadrons. The base has already 
built new schools, a commis¬ 
sary, gym, theater, runways and 
hangars. 

More than three quarters of 
the base will have changed by the 
time the work ends. All of the per¬ 
sonnel moving there should have 
arrived in the second half of 2018, 
the statement said. 

The move to Iwakuni has ben¬ 
efits and drawbacks for the wing, 
Cmdr. Thomas Bodine, a former 
TOPGUN instructor now serving 
as an executive fellow at the Chi¬ 
cago Council on Global Affairs, 
told Stars and Stripes earlier this 
month. 

Bodine, who trained at Atsugi 


in the past, said it will take more 
logistical work to move crew¬ 
members such as maintainers to 
the Ronald Reagan before it de¬ 
parts on patrol, and the air wing 
will be farther from Iwo Jima, 
where it usually conducts landing 
practice. 

“The distance matters, but even 
stateside most of the air wings on 
the west coast are located at Lem- 
oore, Calif, and the carrier is in 
San Diego or in (Naval Air Sta¬ 
tion Whidbey Island) Washing¬ 
ton,” he said. “So, they’re just as 
far or even farther than the guys 
in Japan.” 

He said Iwakuni pilots will 
have better access to bombing 
ranges, which are in short supply 
in Japan, and longer runways that 
provide more safety in case of a 
mechanical failure. 

And fewer local residents will 
be affected by aircraft noise. 



Andrew JoNEs/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


A Navy F/Arl8F Super Hornet with Strike Fighter Squadron 102 
arrives at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, on Wednesday. 


Bodine said. 

“It gives U.S. forces a little 
more freedom of movement,” he 
said. “If you draw a three-mile 
radius from Atsugi, you’re talking 
somewhere in the neighborhood 
of 7 million people within that 
radius. If you want to be sensitive 
to noise complaints, getting away 
from that big population center is 
probably good for everybody.” 

The move, directed in May 
2006, was supposed to be complet¬ 
ed by 2014 but didn’t begin until 
February 2017 with the arrival 


of Carrier Airborne Early Warn¬ 
ing Squadron 125. VFA 115 and 
195, along with Electronic Attack 
Squadron 141 and Fleet Logistics 
Support Squadron 30 Detach¬ 
ment 5, relocated to Iwakuni by 
December 2017. 

Two helicopter squadrons from 
the air wing will remain at Atsugi 
along with Helicopter Maritime 
Strike Squadron 51. 

The installation is shared with 
units from the Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Force. 

hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 
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Courtesy of Planet Labs 


This satellite image taken Monday shows a formation of Chinese ships off the coast of Hainan Province, China. 

Images show Chinese fleet preparing for drills 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

Satellite images taken Monday show a 
huge carrier-led fleet of Chinese ships in 
formation for spring exercises off the coast 
of Hainan Province in the South China 
Sea. 

One of the images, gathered by the com¬ 
pany Planet Labs, shows almost 40 ships 
sailing two abreast in a row, with China’s 
first aircraft carrier, the Russian-built 
Type 001 Liaoning, near the center. 

The Chinese navy recently announced 
that it would be holding spring training 
exercises in the South China Sea to test its 
combat readiness. 

“The South China Sea and East China 
Sea will be primary battlegrounds,” Song 
Zhongping, a military expert and TV com¬ 
mentator, told the state-run Global Times 
newspaper on Sunday. “The [People’s 
Liberation Army] is committed to be 
battle-ready through simulated combat 
training.” 

Song said that unlike in previous years 
in which exercises have been held in 
spring and fall, navy drills will be held 
each month in 2018. 


Much of the South China Sea is gener¬ 
ally regarded as international waters, but 
China has laid claim to a huge swath of it. 
It has spent the past few years building ar¬ 
tificial islands in some disputed areas and 
then constructing military-type facilities 
and airstrips on them. 

China has also long maintained it has 
sovereignty over Taiwan, which broke 
away from the mainland after the nation’s 
long civil war ended in 1949. 

Gregory Poling, director of the Asia 
Maritime Transparency Initiative at the 
Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, said the resolution of the photos, 
first reported by Reuters, is too low to 
draw many conclusions about the spring 
exercise. 

“You can tell one of them is an aircraft 
carrier because it’s the only boat that’s pos¬ 
sibly big enough, but what the rest of those 
are is anybody’s guess,” he said. 

The Liaoning has been involved in previ¬ 
ous Chinese naval exercises. 

The recent movement of Chinese aircraft 
south of the mainland alarmed Taiwan 
enough to scramble fighter jets Monday, 
according to a statement from the Defense 
Ministry of Taiwan. 


The jets were responding to Chinese H- 
6K bombers, Su-30 fighters and Shaanxi 
Y-8 transportation aircraft flying over the 
Bashi Channel, which runs south of Tai¬ 
wan and north of the Philippines. 

The Defense Ministry also complained 
of an aircraft formation from the Liaoning 
entering Taiwan’s air defense zone March 
20. 

Poling said the photos reveal that the ex¬ 
ercise fleet is large, but nothing about the 
total number of ships or much else about 
the nature of the training. 

“I think we should err on the side of say¬ 
ing, ‘so what?”’ he said. “The Chinese have 
every right to exercise in international 
waters.” 

China’s second aircraft carrier, built 
domestically, is being prepared for its 
first sea trial, the Global Times reported 
Tuesday. 

China’s first aircraft carrier was intend¬ 
ed to be used primarily for training and 
collecting data, while the second is “made 
for combat missions,” an unidentified mili¬ 
tary expert told the Global Times. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

Three Air Force B-52 Stratofortresses 
and their crews are heading Down Under 
to train alongside the Australian Defence 
Force. 

The strategic bombers will fly out of 
Royal Australian Air Force Base Darwin 
in the Northern Territory from late March 
to early April, Australian officials said in a 
statement Wednesday. 

The B-52s from Andersen Air Force 
Base, Guam, will train with Australian 
F/A-18A Hornets, PC-9 aircraft and Joint 
Terminal Attack Controllers in military 
airspace near RAAF Williamtown, the 
statement said. 

“The training provides the ADF with 
a valuable opportunity to integrate Royal 
Australian Air Force aircraft and ADF 
personnel with USAF B-52 Bombers in 
close air support scenarios,” the statement 
said. 

Darwin hosted U.S. B-52s during train¬ 
ing exercises in 2012, 2014 and 2016, the 
statement said. 

The planes will be there at the same time 
as a force of nearly 1,600 Marines who are 
headed for Australia for a six-month sum¬ 
mer rotation. 

Marine Rotational Force-Darwin in¬ 
cludes eight MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor air¬ 
craft and an artillery battery of six M777 
Howitzers. 

The seventh rotation to Darwin is more 
than 300 Marines stronger than last year’s 
mission, but still more than 900 Marines 
short of the long-term plan to send 2,500 
Marines Down Under for six months each 
year. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Some doubt tariffs will boost national security 



The attack submarine USS Colorado sits pierside this month in 
Groton, Conn. Some experts dispute that national security justifies 
increasing tariffs on aluminum and steel. 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

National security isn’t a good 
reason to increase import duties 
on U.S. steel and aluminum, ac¬ 
cording to experts critical of new 
rules that took effect last week. 

President Donald Trump an¬ 
nounced a 25 percent tariff on 
imported steel and 10 percent on 
aluminum this month, sparking 
fears of a trade war with China that 
could harm the global economy. 

Vast quantities of the metals are 
used by the United States’ military 
industrial complex to construct 
everything from tanks to aircraft. 
The administration cited the need 
to protect that supply as a reason 
for imposing the tariffs. 

“[The Defense Department] be¬ 
lieves that the systematic use of 
unfair trade practices to intention¬ 
ally erode our innovation and man¬ 
ufacturing industrial base poses a 
risk to our national security,” De¬ 
fense Secretary Jim Mattis wrote 
in a memo to Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross released last week. 

China, in two filings with the 
World Trade Organization Monday, 
dismissed the idea that the tariffs 
are national security measures, 
arguing that they’re really aimed 
at protecting U.S. producers. 

That view is backed by some 
U.S. defense experts. 


Arizona State University engi¬ 
neering professor Braden Allenby 
said defense needs are only a small 
part of U.S. steel and aluminum 
consumption and trusted supplies 
from Canada, which for the time 
being is exempt from the tariffs, 
and U.S. steel producers that are 
already profitable undercut the 
national security argument. 

“Despite a lot of rhetoric about 
China, which does have substan¬ 
tial overcapacity in both steel and 
aluminum production, the main 
U.S. supplier of both aluminum 
and steel is Canada, which is an 


Jeffrey RicHAROsoN/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


ally,” he said. 

The Trump administration 
has said that tariff exemptions 
for Canada and Mexico aren’t 
open-ended and depend on North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
negotiations. 

Allenby said any gain in national 
security that tariffs might achieve 
would probably be swamped by 
the economic impact of retaliation 
by other countries on other sectors 
of the economy. 

The cost of the tariff to manu¬ 
facturers of automobiles, infra¬ 
structure and home appliances 


would likely outweigh any gain for 
U.S. steel and aluminum produc¬ 
ers, he added. 

Meanwhile, a trade war would 
have enormous short- and long¬ 
term effects on the U.S. economy, 
Allenby said. 

“There is so much steel in the 
world that I doubt it could be a sig¬ 
nificant national security concern 
in time of war, given how much is 
made by U.S. allies,” said Michael 
O’Hanlon, a senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution, a Washing- 
ton-based think tank. 

There’s an argument for ensur¬ 
ing a modest domestic supply of 
the metals but an across-the-board 
tariff probably isn’t a good way to 
achieve that and could reward in¬ 
efficiency and drive up prices for 
goods made of steel, ultimately 
hurting U.S. competitiveness in 
ways that could have national se¬ 
curity implications, he said. 

A much lower tariff or govern¬ 
ment steel purchases to retain 
basic production capacity could 
be options but it’s unclear if even 
those steps are needed, O’Hanlon 
said. 

Steel and aluminum aren’t the 
only minerals the government 
considers important for defense. 

On March 19 the Department 
of the Interior closed public com¬ 
ments on a draft list of minerals 
“considered critical to the eco¬ 


nomic and national security of the 
United States.” 

The list includes 35 minerals 
used in almost all sectors of the 
economy, such as the platinum 
group metals used for catalytic 
agents; rare earth elements used 
in batteries and electronics; tin 
used as protective coatings; and 
titanium used as a white pigment 
or as a metal alloy, the department 
said in a statement. 

Allenby said rare earth minerals 
are critical to national security but 
that the U.S. has ample reserves to 
tap in a crisis. 

“The real question ... [is] how 
rapidly can alternative supplies be 
brought to market in a crisis... and 
what sort of economic maneuver¬ 
ing is necessary to try to maintain 
adequate and diverse supplies,” he 
said. 

China has used low pricing to 
drive other producers of rare earth 
minerals from the market and then 
used its position as sole global sup¬ 
plier to try to badger Japan to take 
pro-Chinese geopolitical positions, 
Allenby said. 

“Even in that case the question 
was one of ramping up mining and 
processing to provide alternative 
sources, rather than an absolute 
scarcity of the materials,” he said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Russia: Analysts say exaggerating presence 
of ISIS in Afghanistan is aim to discredit West 


Some people will continue their 
propaganda about Daesch presence in 
Afghanistan, but what we know is that they 
are not a big threat. ^ 

Gen. Mohammad Radmanish 

deputy spokesman for Afghanistan’s Ministry of Defense 


Randall PiKE/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 

NATO commander in Afghanistan Gen. John W. Nicholson speaks 
at a ceremony in October 2017. Nicholson has accused Russia of 
arming the Taliban. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Moscow’s relations with Wash¬ 
ington have grown increasingly 
strained since 2014. NATO sus¬ 
pended all cooperation after Rus¬ 
sia’s annexation of Crimea that 
year. In Syria, Russia cited the 
threat of ISIS as it backed gov¬ 
ernment forces fighting against 
American-backed rebels. U.S. in¬ 
telligence agencies have accused 
Russia of meddling in the 2016 
presidential election, and Wash¬ 
ington ordered the expulsion of 
60 Russian diplomats last week in 
retaliation for the poisoning of a 
former Russian spy in Britain. 

Exaggerating the ISIS pres¬ 
ence has several aims, according 
to Thomas Ruttig of the Afghani¬ 
stan Analysts Network. These in¬ 
clude presenting Western efforts 
as failing, keeping its options 
open, and also pressuring the 
former Soviet republics in Cen¬ 
tral Asia to cooperate with Russia 
against the ISIS threat. 

In December, Russian envoy 
Zamir Kabulov told a state media 
outlet that the number of ISIS 
militants in Afghanistan exceeds 
10,000. Late last year, Nicholson 
estimated there to be around 
1,100 fighters. Afghanistan De¬ 
fense official put the number 
closer to 1,500. 


“Russia and Iran are talking 
about Daesh’s threat with more 
exaggeration,” Gen. Mohammad 
Radmanish, deputy spokesman 
for Afghanistan’s Ministry of De¬ 
fense said using the Arabic name 
for ISIS. 

“Some people will continue 
their propaganda about Daesh 
presence in Afghanistan, but 
what we know is that they are not 
a big threat,” he said. 

ISIS has claimed several bloody 
attacks in Kabul in recent months, 
but Nicholson in November said 
the terror group has presence in 
just three provinces: Nangarhar, 
Kunar and Jowzjan. 

Conflict Intelligence Team, a 
group of Russian online inves¬ 
tigators who fact check claims 
by the Russian military, said it 
had has observed local media ef¬ 
forts to use ISIS as justification 
for a continuous Russian pres¬ 


ence in Central Asia. “This is no 
overwhelming propaganda effort 
like on Ukraine, yet it’s there,” 
a spokesperson from the group 
said. 

A dangerous ISIS threat could 
be used to justify continued Rus¬ 
sian presence in countries such as 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, said 
Edward Lemon, a researcher at 
the University of Exeter. 

Citing the ISIS threat, Russia 
pledged $1.2 billion in military 
aid to Tajikistan, which borders 
Afghanistan’s northern provinc¬ 
es, in 2015. 

Russia views these nations as 
part of its sphere of influence. 
Lemon said. 

Afghanistan has long been a 
battleground for Russian influ¬ 
ence, going back to the “great 
game” between Russia and co¬ 
lonial Britain in the 1800s. The 
Soviet Union waged a bloody war 


from 1979 to 1989 on behalf of a 
communist government in Kabul, 
a conflict that led to the deaths of 
more than 14,000 Russian soldiers 
and around 1 million Afghans. 

Russian support to the Taliban 
has picked up in the last 18 to 24 
months, Nicholson told the BBC. 
Moscow has repeatedly denied 
the U.S. claims. 

Meanwhile, Russian state 
funded media outlets frequently 
pursue a narrative that alleges se¬ 
cret U.S. support for ISIS in both 
Syria and Afghanistan. These 
kinds of information wars aim to 
cast confusion about who is tell¬ 


ing the truth, according to former 
State Department diplomat Brett 
Bruen said. 

“We face an enemy now who 
understands far better than we 
do the power of information in 
the modern age,” said Bruen, 
who helmed the Global Engage¬ 
ment Center, established in 2016 
to counter disinformation cam¬ 
paigns. “Our enemies are using 
information as one of their most 
powerful weapons, and the Unit¬ 
ed States does not have a strategy 
for dealing with it, and that is why 
we’re falling behind.” 

Lawrence. Jay@strTpes.c6m 





mirtaii.Barei'®’-**'***'!!" 

OrtSllI* PutW B®**® 

. M unnn 


Noon 

ctrhpdule 

Easter EggHunt at BerkeyFieW^^^ 

Each child needs their o Basket! 

underwater Egg Hunt (Se^hawk Not.tonunn) 


For more information please contact 243-1215 or visit us at 

http://www.navymwryokosuka.com/ 



















Page 6 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, March 29,2018 


MILITARY 

Dogs; Whether 
the animals 
help with PTSD 
sparks debate 


Salwan GEORGEs/Washington Post 

Tammie Gillums credits her service dog Cross with transforming her life. 


Krista Shirey, foreground, and Adrianna Ruark shop the cosmetics aisle at a Target in 
northern Florida while practicing with their new “battle buddies,” Bobbi and Crockett. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The VA has covered veterinary care for 
service dogs that assist veterans with phys¬ 
ical disabilities for more than 15 years. It 
has declined to do that for PTSD service 
dogs, however, citing a lack of empirical 
evidence for their therapeutic value. The 
agency is now conducting a $12 million 
multiyear study on the topic, even as it op¬ 
poses legislation that would require it to 
pay for dogs in a separate pilot program. 

“The numbers are startling on veteran 
suicides, and this is working,” said Rory 
Diamond, a former federal prosecutor who 
quit to become chief executive of K9s for 
Warriors, where he had been providing 
pro bono legal services. 

On a table in the organization’s cheery 
lobby these days is a flier that says “re¬ 
search proves” the dogs save lives. It cites 
a recent first-of-its-kind study out of Pur¬ 
due University that used standard ques¬ 
tionnaires to assess PTSD symptoms and 
other aspects of mental health among 141 
K9s for Warriors applicants, half teamed 
with a service dog and half on a wait list. 
Those with dogs showed significantly 
lower levels of post-traumatic stress, de¬ 
pression and social isolation, with higher 
levels of psychological well-being. 

Still, lead author Maggie O’Haire, an as¬ 
sistant professor of human-animal interac¬ 
tion, emphasizes the study’s “preliminary” 
nature and the need for more research on 
how service dogs might fit into treatment 
plans. “There is so much political agenda 
behind this topic,” she said. 

Other investigations are underway, in¬ 
cluding a clinical trial that O’Haire is con¬ 
ducting with funding from the National 
Institutes of Health. VA’s remains the big¬ 
gest in scope, though, as well as the study 
that has drawn the most criticism. 

Its 2011 start was rocky: Dogs, provided 
by contracted groups, bit participants’ chil¬ 
dren, and trainers were “biasing” veterans 
with talk of the dogs’ healing powers, said 
Michael Fallon, the agency’s chief vet¬ 
erinary medical officer. The project was 
halted and redesigned to include VA-hired 
dog trainers and a control group of veter¬ 
ans provided with emotional-support dogs 
— what Fallon calls a “very well-trained 
pet.” 

All 220 subjects were enrolled and 
matched with pooches by late 2017. Ini¬ 
tial results are expected in 2019. Officials 
insist they’re doing the kind of rigorous, 
controlled research that the field has been 
lacking. 

“We really want to know the answer,” 
said Patricia Dorn, director of VA’s reha¬ 
bilitation research and development ser¬ 
vice. “We want to know for the veterans 
and the public at large.” 


Dogs have provided services to humans 
for millennia, often as hunting and herding 
partners. But not until World War I were 
they systematically trained to assist people 
with disabilities, as guides for the blind. 
Service dogs now prompt deaf people when 
a doorbell rings, retrieve pills for people in 
wheelchairs and alert people with diabetes 
to blood sugar spikes. 

Psychiatric service dogs are forging a 
new frontier in this field, and their mis¬ 
sion blends those of task-oriented service 


Being able to go to a 
store — and not just hate 
it and drop everything 
and walk out — is 
phenomenal. ^ 

Adam Fuller 

K9s for Warriors graduate 


canines and animals seen as providing 
emotional support. While the dogs paired 
with veterans with PTSD are commonly 
trained to wake them from nightmares and 
to “block” the space between their owner 
and another person, advocates also laud 
their ability to soothe a panicking vet and 
provide companionship and a tail-wagging 
reason to get out of the house — if only for 
walks. 

“Being able to go to a store — and not 
just hate it and drop everything and walk 
out — is phenomenal,” explained the 29- 
year-old Fuller, a K9s for Warriors gradu¬ 
ate, as the women he was helping to train 
did laps with their dogs beneath the park’s 
tall pines. 

But even among psychiatric service dog 
providers, which range from well-estab¬ 
lished charities to small start-ups, there’s 
disagreement about what the animals 
should do. 

The accrediting group Assistance Dogs 
International published its first standards 
for training and placing PTSD dogs with 
veterans in January, after two years of 
heated discussions about how much mental 
health experts should be involved, which 
commands the animals should be taught 
and other issues, said Sheila O’Brien 
of America’s VetDogs, who chaired the 
process. 

The approved standards reject com¬ 
mands for a dog to search for an enemy 
or threat — something VA study dogs are 
trained to do — or to guard. Though ADI 
did not shun other “panic protection” com¬ 
mands, including “cover” and “block,” 
those are also controversial. 

“Our philosophy is that the dog is a 
bridge between his environment or her 


environment,” said Cynthia Crosson, a 
psychiatric social worker and consultant 
for the dog provider group NEADS, where 
she helped develop the nation’s first ser¬ 
vice dog program for veterans with PTSD 
a decade ago. “We feel that blocking kind 
of enables the symptoms rather than helps 
them cope with the symptoms.” 

Some veterans disagree. At K9s for War¬ 
riors, which works with a dozen veterans a 
month, it’s common to hear stories of those 
who were scared to leave their houses or 
were gripped by anxiety in public — until 
they had a dog at their side that had been 
trained to provide a sense of space or 
surveillance. 

“Ladies, this is the command you’re 


going to love most,” announced Greg 
Wells, another Afghanistan war vet, as he 
and Fuller taught the four female veterans 
how to direct their dogs to cover. 

It was mid-March and midway through 
the three-week training, with a visit to 
Home Depot also on this day’s schedule. 
One woman had come from Maine, anoth¬ 
er from Texas, another from Indiana. And 
from Michigan flew Adrianna Ruark, a 26- 
year-old Air Force veteran, who explained 
that her PTSD followed sexual traumas 
during her service — plural, she stressed 
— that left her wary of males, even canine 
ones. 

SEE DOGS PAGE 7 




Kile BREWER/for The Washington Post 
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West Virginia 
Air National 
Guard medical 
technicians 
demonstrate 
how to load a 
patient onto 
a litter in 
Senegal last 
week as part 
of African 
Partnership 
Right Senegal, 
which 
focuses on 
aeromedical 
evacuations. 

Eli Chevalier 

Courtesy of the 
U.S. Air Force 


Exercise focuses on medical evacuation 



Trump reportedly 
weighs DOD cash 
for border wall 


By Will Morris 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger¬ 
many — About 40 U.S. airmen 
and one Air National Guard C- 
130 from West Virginia spent last 
week in Senegal teaching medical 
evacuation techniques to mem¬ 
bers of nine different regional air 
forces. 

Known as the African Partner¬ 
ship Flight, the training in Dakar 
focused on casualty evacuation, 
aeromedical evacuation and 
aviation safety. The Americans 
worked with 70 airmen from Sen¬ 
egal as well as counterparts from 


FROM PAGE 6 

“Yea!” Ruark told Crockett, 
the black shepherd mix whom 
she’d been given, when he nailed 
the cover command a few times. 
Ten days in, she said, she was 
still working to connect with the 
pooch. 

For every applicant it accepts, 
K9s for Warriors picks up all 
costs but transportation. On its 
eight-acre campus, the veterans 
spend every moment with their 
assigned animals. They stay in 
apartments on the grounds, and 
they’re even encouraged to share 
the queen-size beds with their 
dogs. Practicing commands is 
crucial, the organization teaches, 
but so is bonding. 

Ruark and the others followed 
the park session with lunch at 
Chili’s, where the four dogs 
snoozed under the table. She said 
she’d turned to K9s for Warriors 
in part to again feel comfortable 
in places like restaurants. “I’m 
hoping to be able to function 
more,” she said. 

That’s the kind of goal for which 
VA clinical psychologist Louanne 
Davis sees the animals’ potential 
as a complement to conventional 
therapies. One symptom of PTSD 
is hyperarousal, which can in¬ 
clude a constant feeling of being 
on guard. A dog might provide 
a sense of calm and safety that 
helps veterans re-engage with the 
world, she said. 

Yet, she cautioned, “we don’t 
know the extent to which this 
might be good in the short run but 
not so good in the long run.” Given 
the potential that a veteran might 
come to depend on the dog for a 
sense of security, “my goal would 


Benin, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, 
Gabon, Ghana, Mali, Mauritania, 
Senegal and Togo. 

Participants included members 
of U.S. Air Forces in Europe and 
Air Forces Africa, West Virginia 
Air National Guardsmen, the 
818th Mobility Support Squadron 
and the USAFE Band. 

Previous partnership drills 
have focused on aviation mainte¬ 
nance, peacekeeping operations, 
humanitarian assistance delivery 
and disaster relief missions. 

Brig. Gen. Dieter Bareihs, di¬ 
rector of plans, programs and 
analyses, U.S. Air Forces in Eu- 


be to eventually wean them off” 


The K9s for Warriors chief ex¬ 
ecutive says about a third of its 
graduates “drop the leash” over 
time, using their dogs less and less 
for service. Another third expect 
to stop after their first dog dies. 
Only that last third express inter¬ 
est in having service dogs for life. 

“Is that causing a harm?” Dia¬ 
mond asked. “The worst thing 
that’s happened is: they have a 
well-trained dog. There are worse 
crutches, and VA is handing out 
a lot of them — hke prescription 
drugs and opioids.” 

Most of the organization’s ca¬ 
nines come from shelters, along 
with a small number of pure- 
breds donated by breeders. Those 
that pass temperament tests are 
schooled at the campus by profes¬ 
sional civilian trainers and spend 
several months learning basic 
obedience and commands. The 
dogs that do well — the organiza¬ 
tion estimates their value by that 
point at $27,000 — are then paired 
with veterans, who learn to handle 
their dogs from vets who have 
completed the program. The other 
dogs are adopted out. 

Cross, a floppy-eared black Lab 
mix, was one of the shelter mutts 
— nothing like the fluffy golden 
retriever Tammie Gillums pic¬ 
tured when she headed from her 
Gainesville, Va., home to K9s for 
Warriors last summer. 

Gillums had been an Army 
human resources officer, a job she 
did not expect would expose her to 
trauma during a tour in Kabul. She 
was wrong a few times over, with 


rope-US. Air Forces Africa, 
said the exercise was important 
because it helped air force units 
from different countries work to¬ 
gether more closely. 

“Another significant part of 
this is the building of relation¬ 
ships that will hopefully carry on 
well beyond this event,” Bareihs 
said. “We have 120 airmen par¬ 
ticipating and not only do they 
get to trade expertise and learn 
from one another, but in the big¬ 
ger picture this is about building 
relationships. 

morris.william(i>stripes.com 
Twitter: @willatstripes 


one event being a suicide blast 
that threw her off her chair dur¬ 
ing duty in a guard tower. Seared 
into her mind was the image of the 
bomber’s detached head. 

Gillums, 39, a mother of six in 
a blended family, came home in 
2008 with crippling migraines. 
She couldn’t sleep or concentrate. 
She started lengthy therapy with a 
VA psychologist and psychiatrist 
and at one point was on a half- 
dozen prescriptions simultane¬ 
ously. She stayed home whenever 
possible. 

One thing made the difference, 
she said: Cross. 

Gillums had never owned a dog, 
and she admits she was skeptical. 
But it has been months since she 
has needed any medication. 

Cross jumps on the bed to wake 
her from restless dreams. After a 
decade of dropping out of classes 
because of panic attacks and anxi¬ 
ety, Gillums for the first time com¬ 
pleted a semester of courses at the 
community college where she 
is studying American Sign Lan¬ 
guage for an associate degree in 
deaf studies. 

Her relationship with Cross, she 
said, “is some type of magic.” 

On a recent Friday, Cross rest¬ 
ed at her feet during her African 
American history class. She ac¬ 
companied Gillums on a shop¬ 
ping errand, then to a medical 
appointment. 

While waiting in line at a Star- 
bucks, Gillums quietly instructed 
Cross to “block,” putting space be¬ 
tween the veteran and a middle- 
aged man next to her. 

“Cross,” said Gillums, “is my 
anxiety medication now.” 


By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Still angry 
about the budget deal he signed last 
week. President Donald Trump 
has floated the idea of using the 
military’s budget to pay for his 
long-promised border wall with 
Mexico, despite the fact that such 
spending would likely require ap¬ 
proval from Congress. 

Trump raised the funding plan 
with House Speaker Paul Ryan at 
a meeting at the White House last 
Wednesday, according to a person 
familiar with the discussion who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

And he’s publicly tweeted that 
building “a great Border Wall” is 
“all about National Defense,” and 
called to “Build WALL through 
Ml”, meaning the military. 

Departments, however, have 
limited authority to reprogram 
funds without congressional ap¬ 
proval. Pentagon spokesman Chris 
Sherwood referred all questions on 
the wall to the White House, where 
spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders deflected them, saying 
she was “not going to get into the 
specifics of that.” 

Trump threw Washington into a 
tizzy on Friday when he threatened 
to veto the omnibus spending bill, 
in part because it didn’t include the 
$25 billion he’d tried to secure for 
the wall in a last-minute bargain¬ 
ing spree. 

The $1.3 trillion funding pack¬ 
age did include $1.6 billion in bor¬ 
der wall spending. But much of that 
money can only be used to repair 
existing segments. Congress also 
put restrictions on the types of bar¬ 
riers that can be built. 

Trump has tried to justify sign¬ 
ing the deal by pointing to the boost 


in funding it provides for the mili¬ 
tary. But he nonetheless remains 
frustrated, according to people fa¬ 
miliar with his thinking, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

Trump first publicly floated 
the idea of having the Pentagon 
pay for the rest of construction in 
an obscure tweet that left many 
confused. 

“Building a great Border Wall, 
with drugs (poison) and enemy 
combatants pouring into our Coun¬ 
try, is all about National Defense,” 
he wrote Sunday. “Build WALL 
through M!” 

He retweeted his message again 
Monday night. 

Some people close to the presi¬ 
dent have also suggested creating a 
GoFundMe campaign that Trump 
could use to raise money from the 
public to fund construction. The 
White House did not immediately 
respond to questions about the 
idea, and it’s unclear whether it has 
gained any serious traction. 

Congress, under the Constitu¬ 
tion, has the power to determine 
federal appropriations, and the 
administration has little authority 
to shift funding without congres¬ 
sional approval. The Senate Ap¬ 
propriations Committee was not 
aware of any authority that would 
allow the Defense Department to 
fund the wall without congressio¬ 
nal approval, said a GOP aide. 

Building the wall was one of 
Trump’s top campaign promises, 
and the idea that drew the loudest 
cheers from supporters at his ral¬ 
lies. Trump also insisted he’d make 
Mexico pay for the construction. 
But Mexico has made clear it has 
no intention of doing so directly. 

Trump has also proposed mak¬ 
ing Mexico pay for the wall indi¬ 
rectly through fees and tariffs. 
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Sailors aboard the USS Wasp tie down an F-35B Lighting II on Friday. Critics of the F-35 program have 
seen changing political attitudes, as evidenced by funding for the planes in the most recent budget. 


F-35 

critics 

change 

focus 

By Andrea Drusch 

McClatchy Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — As Lock¬ 
heed Martin celebrates a m^or 
milestone for the F-35 program 
Wednesday, some of the plane’s 
biggest critics concede its politi¬ 
cal opposition in Washington has 
all but fizzled. 

Congress’s latest budget funds 
90 of the planes — 20 more than 
requested by President Donald 
Trump, who once railed against 
their “tremendous cost.” 

Government watchdog groups 
criticize the program for miss¬ 
ing deadlines, exceeding cost 
estimates and failing to live up to 
promises. But with little appetite 
left to slow the current program 
in Washington, they’re now fo¬ 
cused on stopping future versions 
of the plane rather than persuad¬ 
ing Congress to reconsider its 
investment. 

“I have no real illusion we’re 
going to effect any drastic chang¬ 
es to the F-35,” said Dan Grazier, 
a military fellow at the Project On 
Government Oversight and one of 
the program’s leading critics in 
Washington. “It’s next to impos¬ 
sible to generate enough political 
opposition to the program.” 

Steve Ellis, vice president of 
another watchdog group. Taxpay¬ 
ers for Common Sense, likened 
the plane’s inclusion in Congress’ 
budget to “the (appropriations) 
version of Oprah.” 

“You get a plane, you get a plane, 
you get a plane!” Ellis said. 

Lockheed Martin was to roll 
out the first F-35 made for the Re¬ 
public of Korea at its Fort Worth, 
Texas, plant Wednesday, along¬ 
side that state’s lawmakers and 


By Brock Vergakis 

The (Norfolk, Va.) Virginian-Pilot 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — The 
Navy jet that crashed March 14 off 
Florida’s coast and resulted in both 
crewmembers’ deaths was flying 
with only one engine as it attempt¬ 
ed to land, according to the Naval 
Safety Center. 

The Virginia Beach-based F/A- 
18F Super Hornet crashed on final 
approach during a training mission 
about a mile from Naval Air Station 
Key West. The dual-seated aircraft 
is built by Boeing and is equipped 
with twin engines that are each ca- 


Pentagon officials. 

The company makes the planes 
for 12 countries, and calls the F- 
35 “the most advanced fighter 
aircraft ever built,” thanks to 
technology that makes it nearly 
impossible to detect. 

The Senate’s No. 2 Republican, 
John Cornyn, planned to attend 
Wednesday’s event and stress 
his personal commitment to the 
program, which he says has been 
a help to the Texas economy and 
national security. Cornyn recent¬ 
ly suggested sending upgraded 
versions of the planes to Taiwan 
to aid its self-defense efforts. 

Another of the program’s big¬ 
gest champions who planned to 
attend. Rep. Kay Granger, R- 
Texas, runs the congressional 
panel that allocated defense funds 
in the most recent budget. She’s 
vying to lead the full appropria¬ 
tions committee next year, and 
has touted her influence securing 
more funds for defense. 

“Components [of the F-35] are 
built in 46 states, and about 350 
congressional districts,” said 
Grazier. “That’s an awful lot of 


pable of 17,000 pounds of thrust. It’s 
unclear how long one of the engines 
had been out before the crash. 

The pilot, Lt. Cmdr. James Brice 
Johnson, and weapons systems 
officer Lt. Caleb Nathaniel King 
ejected, were picked up in water 
near Key West and were taken to a 
local hospital, where they were pro¬ 
nounced dead. 

The Navy has convened a board 
to determine all factors that caused 
the crash, which will likely take 
months to complete. The investi¬ 
gation will include an examination 
of previous aircraft maintenance, 
number of hours flown on the air- 


organic congressional support for 
the program on Capitol Hill.” 

Trump, who railed against the 
program as a candidate, has also 
toned down attacks since taking 
office. 

Last week he called the planes 
“beautiful,” and praised Lock¬ 
heed Martin CEO Marillyn 
Hewson as “the leading women’s 
business executive in this coun¬ 
try” at a White House meeting. 

Michael Friedman, a Lockheed 
Martin spokesman for the F-35 
program, attributed changing po¬ 
litical opinions in Washington to 
the plane “proving its value” as a 
defense tool. 

“The F-35 is delivering trans¬ 
formational capabilities to men 
and women in uniform every 
single day,” said Friedman. “The 
program is mature. We’re in¬ 
creasing efficiencies and lower¬ 
ing costs.” 

Critics credit the shift in Wash¬ 
ington’s support to a powerful de¬ 
fense lobby. 

“[Trump’s] tune changed rather 
quickly,” said Grazier. “He’s talk¬ 
ing to the generals; he’s talking to 


craft, physical condition of the air¬ 
crew and their activities before the 
crash, according to the Navy. The 
information about an engine being 
out was contained in a short narra¬ 
tive compiled by the Norfolk-based 
Naval Safety Center. 

Witnesses reported seeing a fire¬ 
ball and then the jet falling out of 
the sky into shallow water. Photo¬ 
graphs showed the jet upside down 
in fte water with its landing gear 
down. The jet was removed from 
the water late last week, according 
to Cmdr. Dave Hecht, a Naval Air 
Force Atlantic spokesman. 

A funeral service was held for 


the CEO of Lockheed Martin.” 

Grazier, who has worked on F- 
35 issues for three years, said crit¬ 
ics of the program have largely 
given up on matching that effort. 

Instead, they’re focused on 
the Department of Defense’s in¬ 
dependent review of the plane’s 
design, which could begin this 
fall. That operational test is re¬ 
quired before full-scale produc¬ 
tion begins. 

Friedman said the F-35 is 
“nearing completion of its devel¬ 
opmental flight testing phase, 
which represents the most so¬ 
phisticated, rigorous and com¬ 
prehensive flight test program in 
history.” 

Grazier said the testing could 
take years to complete, and will 
reveal all of the program’s “warts 
and wrinkles.” 

“One of the best things we can 
do now, the few of us in my posi¬ 
tion, and just raise awareness 
of this,” said Grazier. “In 10-15 
years when we’re talking about 
the F-45, hopefully, we’re not 
making the same mistakes.” 


King in Florida on Saturday. A 
service for Johnson that included a 
missing man formation flyover was 
held in Virginia Beach on Friday. 

The Navy will hold a memorial 
service for both men later this week 
at Naval Air Station Oceana. Hecht 
said the service is not open to the 
public and is primarily for the men 
and women of Strike Fighter Wing 
Atlantic. 

Johnson and King were assigned 
to the “Blacklions” of Strike Fight¬ 
er Squadron 213. The squadron is 
part of Carrier Air Wing 8, which 
is assigned to the aircraft carrier 
USS George H.W. Bush. 


Airplane strikes civilian 
on takeoff during ICEX 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska—A man 
suffered serious head injuries when 
he was struck by an airplane tak¬ 
ing off from ice in Alaska’s Beau¬ 
fort Sea during Navy exercises. 

The civilian employee of the Na¬ 
vy’s Arctic Submarine Laboratory 
is expected to recover. 

Anchorage television station 
KTVA reported the man was at the 
base camp on March 20 for Ice Ex¬ 
ercise 2018, also known as ICEX. 

ANational Transportation Safety 
Board preliminary report released 
Tuesday says a de Havilland DHC- 
6 Twin Otter operated by Homer, 
Alaska-based Bald Mountain Air 
Service struck the man as he pho¬ 
tographed the airplane. 

The injured man was flown to 
Anchorage. ICEX has concluded 
but the $2.5 million damaged plane 
remains on Arctic sea ice. 

Poland inks deal to 
buy US missile system 

WARSAW, Poland—Poland has 
signed a $4.75 bilhon deal with the 
United States to buy air defense 
Patriot missile systems as it seeks 
to bolster its defenses against a re¬ 
surgent Russia. 

President Andrzej Duda de¬ 
scribed the deal signed Wednesday 
for the state-of-the-art anti-air¬ 
craft and anti-missile systems as 
“historic” for his country. 

Duda said, “It’s a lot of money, 
but we also know from our histori¬ 
cal experience that security has 
no price.” 

(3n NATO’s eastern flank, Po¬ 
land is upgrading its defense sys¬ 
tems and modernizing its mihtary 
to reach the highest Western stan¬ 
dards after Russia’s 2014 annexa¬ 
tion of Crimea from Ukraine. 

Army live-fire training 
ignited Colo, wildfire 

FORT CARSON, Colo. — The 
Army says a wildfire that de¬ 
stroyed at least two homes in 
southern Colorado was sparked by 
live-fire training at Fort Carson. 

The announcement Monday 
came more than a week after the 
3,300-acre fire started on a day 
when a fire warning was issued 
because of high winds and dry 
weather. 

A statement from the post 
said aviation training ignited the 
March 16 fire. It spread from Fort 
Carson to private land. 

Army probing fire at 
chemical weapons depot 

PUEBLO, Colo. — The Army 
is still investigating the cause of 
a warehouse fire at a chemical 
weapons depot in southern Colo¬ 
rado but says the weapons weren’t 
in danger. 

Col. Christopher Rice said Mon¬ 
day the fire at the Pueblo Chemi¬ 
cal Depot has been contained. 

The fire broke out Saturday 
about 4 miles from bunkers con¬ 
taining nearly 780,000 shells 
filled with liquid mustard agent. 
The Army is destroying the shells 
under an international treaty. 

The fire destroyed two ware¬ 
houses and damaged a third. 
Depot spokesman Aaron demen¬ 
ti said one warehouse contained 
protective gear. 

From The Associated Press 


Report: Navy jet that crashed in Fla. had 1 working engine 
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ISIS mounts new attacks in Northern Iraq 



Federal Iraqi security forces patrol in Kirkuk, Iraq, in October 2017. Islamic State 
insurgent attacks and kidnappings are on the rise in northern Iraq, particularly around 
Kirkuk where political tensions have further fractured security forces. 


By Qassim Abdul-Zahra 
AND Susannah George 
Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — On a desolate highway in 
northern Iraq last week, nine federal po¬ 
lice officers packed into a large SUV were 
stopped at a checkpoint they had never 
seen before. Behind them, a taxi carrying 
a handful of other officers lagged behind 
on the long drive from the northern city of 
Kirkuk back to the capital, Baghdad. 

Men dressed as Shiite paramilitaries 
asked the policemen to hand over their IDs 
and weapons for inspection, and then took 
them hostage. When the taxi rolled up, the 
men at the checkpoint opened fire, causing 
it to turn around and speed off, according to 
one of the men in the vehicle. 

Those who had been in the SUV would not 
be seen again until days later, when photos 
circulated on jihadi forums showed them 
being forced to kneel before being shot dead 
by their captors. Islamic State claimed the 
killings. 

Iraq declared victory over ISIS in Decem¬ 
ber after driving the militants from the last 
territory under their control, but in recent 
months the group has resumed insurgent- 
style attacks in northern Iraq. 

Iraqi security officials say between 150 
and 200 members of the security forces 
have been killed in ISIS attacks across the 
country in the past few months. The secu¬ 
rity officials, and the policeman in the taxi, 
spoke on condition of anonymity as they 
were not authorized to brief the media. 

“There are empty spaces between the 
federal forces and the peshmerga,” said 
Kirkuk Gov. Rakan al-Jibouri, referring to 
the Kurdish forces who have been locked in 
a monthslong standoff with Baghdad. 


He said he has repeatedly asked the cen¬ 
tral government for additional forces to se¬ 
cure the area, but has been ignored. “This 
issue is not taken sufficiently seriously de¬ 
spite the many incidents,” he said. 

Over the past week alone, ISIS has 
claimed responsibihty for six attacks at fake 
checkpoints, including one that destroyed 
oil tankers and another targeting Shiite pil¬ 
grims. Other attacks have included strikes 
on oil installations and convoys, with ISIS 
claiming to have captured weapons and 


vehicles. 

The attacks have focused on rural tar¬ 
gets and have increased ahead of elections 
planned for May. They are in keeping with 
ISIS documents uncovered by intelligence 
officials months ago that detailed plans for 
an insurgent campaign on the heels of the 
group’s territorial defeat, according to one 
of the security officials, who works in the 
government’s anti-terrorism intelligence 
department. 

Over the course of a gruehng three-year 


campaign, Iraqi forces backed by a U.S.-led 
coalition drove ISIS from the vast swaths 
of territory it seized in the summer of 2014, 
and Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi 
declared a final victory in December. But 
Iraqi and coalition officials have warned 
that the group remains capable of carrying 
out insurgent-style attacks. 

During his weekly press conference 
Tuesday night, al-Abadi pledged to send 
more forces to the Kirkuk area to aid in con¬ 
tinued “clearing operations” there. 

A Baghdad-based security official said 
ISIS fighters are able to move with greater 
freedom through rural areas and the open 
deserts in northern Iraq since the U.S.-led 
coalition began reducing its military pres¬ 
ence earlier this year. With fewer coalition 
troops on the ground, Iraqi forces are not 
getting the large amounts of intelligence 
they did at the height of the fight against 
ISIS, and coalition surveillance has also 
been scaled back, the official said. 

“Right now it’s a tactical fight. Daesh has 
been defeated mihtarily, but the fight for 
security is not yet over,” the official said, 
using an Arabic acronym for ISIS. 

Since the end of mqjor combat operations 
in Iraq, the U.S.-led coalition has “shifted” 
air assets to Syria and Afghanistan, coali¬ 
tion spokesman Col. Ryan Dillon told The 
Associated Press. But he said the coalition 
is continuing to support Iraqi operations, 
and is allocating resources according to 
Iraqi priorities. 

“We already know ISIS feeds off of insta¬ 
bility and sectarian divides,” he said. “For 
them to conduct attacks in that area where 
there are already tensions is something that 
is not uncommon.” 


US envoy decries failure of Syrian cease-fire 


By Jennifer Peltz 
Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — UN. Se¬ 
curity Council members vented 
frustrations and traded blame 
Tuesday over their unheeded de¬ 
mand for a 30-day cease-fire in 
Syria, with the US. envoy calling 
it “a day of shame.” 

With a unanimous Feb. 24 
vote, the council called for a 30- 
day break in hostilities “without 
delay” to enable humanitarian aid 
and medical evacuations as Syria 
enters its eighth year of civil war. 
But bombings didn’t stop, though 
key Syrian ally Russia arranged 
five-hour daily “humanitarian 
pauses” in the besieged Damas¬ 
cus suburbs known as eastern 
Ghouta. 

“History will not be kind when 
it judges the effectiveness of this 
council in reheving the suffering 
of the Syrian people,” US. Am¬ 


bassador Nikki Haley said, adding 
that it “should be a day of shame 
for every member.” 

Dutch Foreign Minister Stef 
Blok, whose country holds the 
council presidency, called it “a 
humihation” for the U.N.’s most 
powerful body to be unable to en¬ 
force an order for humanitarian 
aid access. 

Since the resolution passed, the 
UN. and other groups have deliv¬ 
ered aid to about 137,000 people 
around Syria — an improvement 
since earlier this year but still 
“crumbs” compared with what is 
needed, UN. humanitarian chief 
Mark Lowcock said. 

And “5.6 million Syrians in 
acute need cannot live on crumbs,” 
he added. 

Last month, the Syrian govern¬ 
ment launched a big military op¬ 
eration with Russian air support 
seeking to retake eastern Ghouta, 


which pro-government forces 
have besieged since 2013. After 
weeks of heavy bombardment, two 
rebel groups and al-Qaida fighters 
withdrew from their strongholds, 
and Syrian troops are now trying 
to push rebels out of a last one, the 
town of Douma. 

More than 1,600 civilians have 
been killed in the recent govern¬ 
ment offensive, according to the 
Britain-based Syrian Observa¬ 
tory for Human Rights. More than 
120,000 people have left eastern 
Ghouta. 

Critics say the evacuations 
amount to forced displacement, 
and the UN. and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross have 
refused to facilitate them. 

Haley accused the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment, Russia and Syrian ally 
Iran of making “a mockery” of the 
cease-fire demand and said Rus¬ 
sia had used its veto-wielding seat 


to stop the Security Council from 
doing more. 

British Ambassador Karen 
Pierce implored Russia to use its 
influence with Syria to further 
UN. humanitarian efforts, calling 
the lack of aid access “diabohcal” 
— “a strong word, but there are no 
others to describe what is happen¬ 
ing,” she said. 

Syria refers to opposition fight¬ 
ers as terrorists and says they are 
the cause of civilian suffering. 

“We have been witness to a state 
of hysteria over the past weeks in 
the council as the Syrian govern¬ 
ment sought to exercise its sover¬ 
eign right and to combat terrorist 
groups ... and to restore security 
and stability,” Ambassador Bashar 
Ja’afari said. 

Russia’s envoy argued his coun¬ 
try was the only council member 
taking concrete steps toward the 
resolution’s goals. 


Afghan air force drops 
first laser-guided bomb 

KABUL, Afghanistan—NATO 
said the Afghan air force dropped 
its first laser-guided bomb during 
combat after completing training 
on how to use the sophisticated 
weapons system. 

A NATO statement on Tuesday 
said the bomb was dropped on a 
Taliban compound in a “direct 
hit” in the western Farah prov¬ 
ince March 22. 

It said the precision target¬ 
ing allowed the air force to avoid 
harming nearby civilians. 

The new system is part of US. 
and NATO efforts to bolster Af¬ 
ghanistan’s military. 

Afghan forces have struggled 
to contain the Taliban and a pow¬ 
erful Islamic State affiliate since 
international forces formally con¬ 
cluded their combat mission at 
the end of 2014. 

From The Associated Press 
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Dems fear immigrants 
will skip census with 
citizenship query back 



An attorney for Stormy Daniels, shown being interviewed by Anderson Cooper on “60 Minutes,” filed a 
motion Wednesday seeking to depose President Donald Trump and his attorney, Michael Cohen. 

Daniels' attorney seeks to 
depose Trump on payment 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration’s decision to ask 
people about their citizenship 
in the 2020 census set off wor¬ 
ries among Democrats that im¬ 
migrants will dodge the survey 
altogether, diluting political rep¬ 
resentation for states that tend 
to vote Democratic and robbing 
many communities of federal 
dollars. 

Not since 1950 has the census 
collected citizenship data from 
the whole population, rather than 
just a population sample, says the 
Congressional Research Service. 
The decision to restore the ques¬ 
tion prompted an immediate law¬ 
suit from California and moves 
by other states with large immi¬ 
grant populations to engage in a 
legal fight. 

The population count, a mas¬ 
sive effort taken every 10 years, is 
far more than an academic exer¬ 
cise. It’s required by the Consti¬ 
tution and used to determine the 
number of seats each state has in 
the House as well as how federal 
money is distributed to local com¬ 
munities. Communities and busi¬ 
nesses depend on it in deciding 
where to build schools, hospitals, 
grocery stores and more. 

The political stakes of under¬ 
counting segments of the popula¬ 
tion are high. Several states that 
have slowing population growth 
or high numbers of immigrants 
such as California, New York, Il¬ 
linois, Massachusetts and Ohio 
are typically at risk of losing U.S. 


House seats when their congres¬ 
sional districts are redrawn every 
10 years — depending on how 
fully their residents are counted. 

California struck quickly, with 
Attorney General Xavier Becerra 
filing a federal lawsuit Tuesday 
that seeks to block Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross’ decision 
to add a citizenship question in 
2020. Officials from New York 
and New Jersey, also Democrat- 
ic-led states, were also planning 
on leading or participating in 
lawsuits. Massachusetts signaled 
interest, too. 

The Justice Department said 
in a statement it “looks forward 
to defending the reinstatement 
of the citizenship question, which 
will allow the department to 
protect the right to vote and en¬ 
sure free and fair elections for 
all Americans.” The Commerce 
Department said the benefits of 
obtaining citizenship information 
“outweighed the limited potential 
adverse impacts.” 

Their argument in essence is 
that enforcing voting rights re¬ 
quires more data on the voting- 
age population of citizens than 
current surveys are providing. 

House Democratic leader 
Nancy Pelosi, of California, said 
Tuesday that adding such a ques¬ 
tion “will inject fear and distrust 
into vulnerable communities and 
cause traditionally undercounted 
communities to be even further 
under-represented, financially 
excluded and left behind.” 


By Catherine Lucey 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — An attorney 
for adult film star Stormy Daniels 
filed a motion Wednesday seek¬ 
ing to depose President Donald 
Trump and his attorney, dialing 
up pressure on the president over 
his alleged sexual encounter with 
her years ago. 

If successful, it would be the 
first deposition of a sitting presi¬ 
dent since President Bill Clinton 
in 1998 had to answer questions 
about his encounter with Paula 
Jones. 

Attorney Michael Avenatti is 
seeking sworn testimony from 
Trump and Trump’s personal 
lawyer, Michael Cohen, about 
a $130,000 payment made to 
Daniels days before the 2016 
presidential election as part of a 
nondisclosure agreement she is 
seeking to invalidate. Avenatti’s 
documents were filed in U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Court in California. 

Avenatti is part of a growing 
list of lawyers looking to ques¬ 
tion Trump. Attorneys for a for¬ 
mer contestant on one of Trump’s 
“Apprentice” TV shows have said 
they want to depose the president 


as part of a defamation suit. And 
the president’s legal team con¬ 
tinues to negotiate with special 
counsel Robert Mueller over the 
scope and terms of an interview 
with the president 

Avenatti wants to question 
Trump and Cohen for “no more 
than two hours.” In the filing, he 
says the depositions are needed to 
establish if Trump knew about the 
payment, which Avenatti refers to 
as a “hush agreement,” and if he 
consented to it. 

“We’re looking for sworn an¬ 
swers from the president and 
Mr. Cohen about what they knew, 
when they knew it and what they 
did about it,” Avenatti told The 
Associated Press. 

In a statement to CBS, Cohen’s 
attorney, David Schwartz, called 
the filing a “reckless use of the 
legal system in order to contin¬ 
ue to inflate Michael Avenatti’s 
deflated ego and keep himself 
relevant.” 

The White House, which has 
said Trump denies the relation¬ 
ship, did not immediately respond 
to requests for comment. 

Daniels, whose legal name is 
Stephanie Clifford, detailed her 
alleged 2006 tryst with Trump in 


a widely watched interview with 
CBS’ “60 Minutes” that aired 
Sunday. She said she’d slept with 
him once, shortly after Trump’s 
wife, Melania, gave birth to the 
president’s youngest son. 

She also said that a man ap¬ 
proached her in a Las Vegas park¬ 
ing lot in 2011 when she was with 
her infant daughter and threat¬ 
ened her with physical harm if 
she went public with her story. 

The interview prompted a new 
flurry of legal action, with a law¬ 
yer for Cohen demanding that 
Daniels publicly apologize to his 
client for suggesting he was in¬ 
volved in her intimidation. Dan¬ 
iels responded by filing a revised 
federal lawsuit accusing Cohen of 
defamation. 

Cohen has said he paid the 
$130,000 out of his own pocket 
and that neither The Trump Orga¬ 
nization nor the Trump campaign 
was a party to the transaction. Av¬ 
enatti has argued that the “hush 
agreement” Daniels signed in 
October 2016 is invalid because it 
was not signed by Trump. 

A hearing before Judge S. 
James Otero in the federal court’s 
Central District in Los Angeles is 
set for April 30. 



AP 


People living in the U.S. without legal permission wait outside Los 
Angeles’ Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights in 2012. The Trump 
administration is returning a citizenship question to the census. 


Trump tweets that Second Amendment ‘will never be repealed’ 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump tweeted Wednesday that the Sec¬ 
ond Amendment “WILL NEVER BE RE¬ 
PEALED” and called on voters to elect 
more Republicans in this fall’s congressio¬ 
nal elections because the GOP “must AL¬ 
WAYS hold the Supreme Court.” 

Trump’s statements came a day after 
retired Supreme Court Justice John Paul 
Stevens wrote in an essay in The New York 
Times saying that repealing the amend¬ 


ment would make it easier for Congress to 
enact gun control legislation. 

Last month’s shootings that killed 17 
people at a high school in Parkland, Fla., 
have galvanized young people, liberals and 
Democrats for a renewed push to curb fire¬ 
arms. That has included demonstrations 
that have drawn hundreds of thousands of 
marchers in cities across the country. 

“THE SECOND AMENDMENT WILL 
NEVER BE REPEALED!” Trump tweet¬ 
ed early Wednesday. “As much as Demo¬ 
crats would like to see this happen, and 


despite the words yesterday of former Su¬ 
preme Court Justice Stevens, NO WAY. We 
need more Republicans in 2018 and must 
ALWAYS hold the Supreme Court!” 

There is no current, mqjor push to repeal 
the Second Amendment. Any effort to do 
so would be unlikely to succeed in today’s 
divisive political climate. 

Under the most common way to amend 
the Constitution, the House and Senate 
would both need to approve the proposal 
by two-thirds majorities. It would then 
need to be ratified by three-fourths of the 


states. 

Political parties do not technically 
“hold” the Supreme Court like they control 
Congress. 

Justices are nominated by presidents 
and must be confirmed by the Senate. It 
is true justices often reflect the political 
views of presidents who select them, but 
that is not always the case. 

Trump would have an easier time filling 
the next Supreme Court vacancy if Repub¬ 
licans can expand their current 51-49 Sen¬ 
ate m^ority in November’s elections. 
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From left, a bulldog, a golden retriever, a French bulldog, a German 
shepherd and a Labrador retriever are shown at the American 
Kennel Club in New York. These puppies represent the five most 
popular breeds in AKC rankings released in 2018. 

Labs are still top dog, 
but French bulldogs 
leap in popularity in US 


By Jennifer Peltz 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Americans 
still love Labrador retrievers, 
but the nation’s flirtation with 
French bulldogs has reached new 
heights. 

Labs remain the country’s most 
popular purebred dog for a 27th 
year, while German shepherds 
and golden retrievers have hung 
onto the second and third spots in 
new American Kennel Club rank¬ 
ings released Wednesday. 

But Frenchies hit a highest No. 
4, and German shorthaired point¬ 
ers cracked the top 10 for the first 
time. 

■ The rest of the Top 10. 
The bulldog is fifth, after notch¬ 
ing a record No. 4 ranking last 
year. Sixth through 10th are the 
beagle, the poodle, the Rottwei¬ 
ler, the Yorkshire terrier and the 
German shorthaired pointer. 

Initially bred for hunting, the 
handsome, athletic “GSP” is 
increasingly visible as a bomb¬ 
sniffing dog and in agility and 
other canine sports. A GSP also 
won the prestigious Westminster 
Kennel Club dog show in 2016. 

“They’re a dog that will do 
anything you want, except lay 
around,” said Jeffrey Drogin, a 
longtime owner in New York. 

The versatile, sociable Lab has 
had the longest reign as top dog. 
It broke the record in 2013. 

But you can’t beat the beagle for 
consistency. It’s the only breed to 
make the top 10 for every decade 
since the AKC’s 1884 founding. 

■ The Frenchie surge. The 
French bulldog has bolted from 
76th to fourth in just 20 years. It 
previously peaked at sixth in the 
1910s and again in 2015-16. 

Frenchie aficionados appreci¬ 
ate the interest but worry that it’s 
drawing unscrupulous breeders 
and under-informed owners. 

The downsized bulldogs with 
the pointed ears and funny ex¬ 
pressions have become favor¬ 
ites of city dwellers who value 
compact, relatively quiet dogs. 


Mary Altaffer/AP 

Memo, a Labrador retriever, 
competes Feb. 13 during the 
142nd Westminster Kennel Club 
Dog Show in New York. 

They’ve enjoyed exposure from 
movies, ads and celebrity owners. 
The late Carrie Fisher’s Frenchie 
even inspired an alien creature in 
last year’s “Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi.” 

■ Other movers. The Siberian 
husky and Australian shepherd 
have jumped into the top 20 in the 
last decade. The Chihuahua, pug 
and Maltese have tumbled out. 

■ The rarest breed. It’s the 
Norwegian lundehund, a six-toed, 
unusually flexible dog that his¬ 
torically hunted cliff-dwelling 
puffins. 

■ Doodles, mixes and the big 
picture. The rankings reflect 
puppies and other dogs newly 
registered in 2017. 

The club doesn’t chart such 
popular hybrids as Labradoodles 
and puggles, nor other mixed- 
breed dogs. However, they can 
register as AKC “canine part¬ 
ners” for dog sports. 

Overall, the AVMA estimates 
there are about 70 million pet 
dogs nationwide (and more than 
74 million pet cats.) 



'Call of Duty' among video 
game Hall of Fame finalists 



Bethany Mosher, The Strong/AP 


This undated photo shows the 12 finalists for the World Video Game 
Hall of Fame class of 2018. The winners will be inducted May 3. 


Associated Press 

ROCHESTER, N.Y — Call¬ 
ing all gamers to help pick World 
Video Game Hall of Fame induct¬ 
ees. Twelve finalists were named 
Tuesday for the class of 2018, pit¬ 
ting “Ms. Pac-Man” against “John 
Madden Football.” 

Also in the running are “As¬ 
teroids,” “Call of Duty,” “Dance 
Dance Revolution,” “Final Fan¬ 
tasy VII,” “Half-Life,” “King’s 
Quest,” “Metroid,” “Minecraft,” 
“Spacewar!” and “Tomb Raider.” 

New this year, the hall is inviting 
gamers to weigh in on inductees. 
Online balloting closes April 4. 

A panel of experts will vote as 
well. The winners will be induct¬ 
ed May 3. 

Museum officials say thousands 
of nominations were submitted 
from more than 100 countries. To 
be recognized, games must have 
proven their popularity over time 
and influenced other games or 
forms of entertainment. They can 
be electronic games of any type 
— arcade, console, computer, 
handheld, or mobile. 

About this year’s finalists: 

■ “Asteroids.” Released by 
Atari in 1979, the game sold more 
than 70,000 arcade units. Millions 
more played it at home on the 
Atari 2600. 

■ “Call of Duty.” The first-per¬ 
son shooter game drops players 
into a World War H setting for a 
blend of action and historic narra¬ 
tive. Launched by Infinity Ward/ 
Activision, the game and sequels 
have sold more than 260 million 
units since 2003. 

■ “Dance Dance Revolution.” 
Konami’s 1998 game spread 
from Japanese arcades, includ¬ 
ing to a home version for Sony 
Playstation. 

■ “Final Fantasy VII.” The 
1997 game introduced 3-D com¬ 
puter graphics and other upgrades 
to the popular franchise. The 
game sold more than 10 million 


units, making it the second-most 
popular game for the Sony Play¬ 
station and helped popularize the 
Japanese role-playing genre. 

■ “Half-Life.” After its cre¬ 
ation by Valve/Sierra Studios in 
1998, the game added the ability 
to modify the game itself, provid¬ 
ing countless replay possibilities. 

■ “John Madden Football.” 
The 1990 reboot by Electronic 
Arts became a pop cultural phe¬ 
nomenon that has sold more than 
100 million copies. 

■ “King’s Quest.” Sierra On- 
Line co-founder Roberta Wil¬ 
liams in 1984 made her game a 
hit on personal computers with 
its unique visuals and irrever¬ 
ent humor. Seven sequels have 
followed. 

■ “Metroid.” Nintendo’s 1986 
game introduced the first play¬ 
able human female character in a 
mainstream video game. 

■ “Minecraft.” A top perform¬ 
er since its introduction in 2009, 
the game lets players in a world¬ 
wide, online community build 
elaborate structures from pixi¬ 
lated blocks. 

■ “Ms. Pac-Man.” Midway 
launched the follow-up to the Pac- 
Man arcade game in 1981. It be¬ 
came one of the five best-selling 


arcade games of all time. 

■ “Spacewar!” was created by 
members of the Massachusetts In¬ 
stitute of Technology Model Train 
Club in 1962 on a main frame 
computer. It is credited with help¬ 
ing to launch the multibillion-dol- 
lar video game industry. 

■ “Tomb Raider.” The 1996 
game and its protagonist, Lara 
Croft, inspired a movie of the 
same name, featuring Angelina 
Jolie. 

The 27 members of an inter¬ 
national selection advisory com¬ 
mittee will cast ballots for the 
winners. The three games that re¬ 
ceive the most public votes from 
the new “Player’s Choice” voting 
will count as another ballot. 
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Charlie Riedel/AP 


Jeffrey Henry looks over his creation, the “Verruckt” waterslide, in 2014 at Schiitterbahn Waterpark 
in Kansas City, Kan. Henry, a co-owner of the water park company, and designer John Schooley were 
charged with reckless second-degree murder Tuesday in the death of a 10-year-old boy in 2016. 

2 from Kan. water park facing 
murder charges in boy’s death 
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Ex-dean 
charged 
in Nassar 
scandal 

By David Eggert 
Associated Press 

EAST LANSING, Mich. — The 
sexual abuse scandal at Michigan 
State University widened Tuesday 
when authorities charged a former 
dean with failing to protect patients 
from sports doctor Larry Nassar, 
along with sexually harassing fe¬ 
male students and pressuring them 
for nude selfies. 

William Strampel, 70, is the first 
person charged since an investi¬ 
gation was launched in January 
into how Michigan State handled 
complaints against Nassar, who 
for years sexually violated girls 
and young women, especially 
gymnasts, with his fingers during 
examinations. 

Strampel, who as dean of the 
College of Osteopathic Medicine 
oversaw the clinic where Nassar 
worked, neglected his duty to en¬ 
force examining room restrictions 
imposed on Nassar after a patient 
accused the doctor in 2014 of sexu¬ 
al contact, authorities alleged. 

Nassar was not supposed to treat 
patients near any “sensitive areas” 
on the body without a chaperone 
present. Because Strampel did not 
follow up to make sure Nassar was 
complying, Nassar was able to com¬ 
mit a host of additional sexual as¬ 
saults until he was fired two years 
later, prosecutors said. 

The criminal complaint also ac¬ 
cused Strampel of soliciting nude 
photos from at least one female 
medical student and using his of¬ 
fice to “harass, discriminate, de¬ 
mean, sexually proposition, and 
sexually assault femie students in 
violation of his statutory duty as a 
public officer.” 

His work computer was found to 
contain about 50 photos of female 
genitalia, nude and semi-nude 
women, sex toys and pornography, 
prosecutors said. 

Strampel was accused also of 
grabbing two students’ buttocks 
at the college’s annual ball and a 
scholarship dinner. 

He spent Monday night in jail and 
was released Tuesday on $25,000 
bail. The felony and misdemeanor 
charges — misconduct in office, 
criminal sexual conduct and two 
counts of neglect of duty — carry 
maximum penalties ranging from 
a year to five years behind bars. 

“My client denies that he ever 
engaged in any inappropriate 
touching of anyone, any student 
or otherwise,” said defense attor¬ 
ney John Dakmak. 

Nassar, 54, pleaded guilty to 
molesting patients and possessing 
child pornography and was sen¬ 
tenced to spend the rest of his life 
in prison earlier this year after 
roughly 200 women gave power¬ 
ful statements against him in two 
courtrooms over 10 extraordinary 
days. 


By John Hanna 
Associated Press 

TOPEKA, Kan. — A water park 
company co-owner accused of 
rushing the world’s tallest water- 
slide into service and a designer 
accused of shoddy planning have 
been charged in the decapitation 
of a 10-year-old boy on the ride in 
2016. 

With the latest charges unsealed 
Tuesday, three men connected 
with Texas-based Schiitterbahn 
Waterparks and Resorts and its 
park in Kansas City, Kan., have 
been indicted by a Kansas grand 
jury, along with the park and the 
construction company that built 
the ride. Caleb Schwab died on the 
17-story ride when the raft he was 
riding went airborne and hit an 
overhead loop. 

The Kansas attorney general’s 
office said Schiitterbahn co-owner 
Jeffrey Henry, 62, and designer 
John Schooley were charged with 
reckless second-degree murder, 
along with Henry & Sons Construc¬ 
tion Co., which is described as the 
private construction company of 


Schiitterbahn. Second-degree mur¬ 
der carries a sentence of nine to 41 
years in prison. 

They also were charged with 17 
other felonies, including aggravat¬ 
ed battery and aggravated endan- 
germent of a child counts tied to 
injuries other riders sustained on 
the giant slide, called “Verruckt,” 
which is German for “insane.” 

The indictment accuses Henry 
of making a “spur of the moment” 
decision to build the ride, and that 
he and Schooley lacked technical 
or engineering expertise in amuse¬ 
ment park rides. 

Henry was ordered held in a 
Texas jail without bond Tuesday, 
pending extradition to Kansas. 
The attorney general’s office said 
Schooley is not in custody. Schooley 
didn’t have a listed phone number, 
and no one answered the phone at 
Henry & Sons Construction Co. 

The same grand jury last week 
indicted the Kansas City park and 
Tyler Austin Miles, its former oper¬ 
ations manager, on 20 felony charg¬ 
es. The charges include a single 
count of involuntary manslaughter 
in Caleb’s death. Miles has been re¬ 


leased on $50,000 bond, according 
to one of his attorneys, Tricia Bath. 

Schiitterbahn spokeswoman 
Winter Prosapio said in a statement 
Tuesday that the latest indictment 
“is filled with information that we 
fully dispute.” The statement said 
Henry had designed waterpark 
rides “the world over” and that 
“nearly every waterpark that exists 
today has an attraction or feature 
based on his designs or ideas.” 

According to the indictments, 
Henry decided in 2012 to build 
the world’s tallest water slide to 
impress the producers of a Travel 
Channel show. Henry’s desire to 
“rush the project” and a lack of 
expertise caused the company to 
“skip fundamental steps in the de¬ 
sign process.” 

The indictment said, “not a sin¬ 
gle engineer was directly involved 
in Verruckt’s, dynamic engineer¬ 
ing or slide path design.” 

The indictment listed 13 injuries 
during the 182 days the ride was 
in operation, including two con¬ 
cussions. In one of those cases, a 
15-year-old girl went temporarily 
blind while riding. 


Corruption 
case over, 
Menendez 
campaigns 

By Mike Catalini 

Associated Press 

TRENTON, N.J. — U.S. Sen. 
Bob Menendez has put a federal 
corruption case behind him, and 
now he is taking aim at his Repub¬ 
lican challenger, a wealthy former 
biopharmaceutical executive. 

The 64-year-old New Jersey 
Democrat announced he will 
begin his re-election campaign 
Wednesday with stops in his 
hometown of Union City, outside 
New York City, and at Rowan Col¬ 
lege in southern New Jersey. 

The two-term senator is being 
challenged by Bob Hugin, a Re¬ 
publican and political newcomer 
who formerly headed Celgene, a 
pharmaceutical company. 

Already the contours of the 
race are emerging. 

Menendez campaign adviser 
Mike Soliman said “Bob stands 
up to greedy CEOs.” 

Hugin spokeswoman Megan 
Piwowar said “corrupt career 
politician Bob Menendez has 
failed New Jersey.” 

Democrats are defending 10 
Senate seats in states won by 
Donald Trump in 2016 as Repub¬ 
licans work to preserve their nar¬ 
row 51-vote majority. 

Menendez was tried last fall 
on charges he traded his political 
influence for gifts and campaign 
donations from a friend. The case 
ended in a hung jury. 

Just two months ago, federal 
prosecutors dropped all charg¬ 
es. He still faces a Senate ethics 
inquiry. 

Despite the freshness of the 
case, Hugin faces a number of 
hurdles, even with his ability to 
spend millions of his own cash to 
boost his campaign. 

New Jersey has not elected a 
Republican to the Senate since 
1972, and Democrats have nearly 
900,000 more registered voters 
than Republicans, though unaf¬ 
filiated voters are the state’s big¬ 
gest voting bloc. 

Hugin is a Marine veteran and 
successful businessman who 
promises to be an independent 
voice in Washington. 


Area hit by Harvey to seek $2B in bonds for flood control 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Officials in the Texas county 
hardest hit by Hurricane Harvey want to ask 
voters to approve up to $2 billion in bonds to 
fund critical flood-control projects but worried 
Tuesday about potential roadblocks. 

Harris County, home to Houston, plans to ask 
voters to approve $1 billion to $2 billion in bonds 
to pay for some of the projects, including the 
widening of bayous and storm water detention 
basins. The funding could also be used to buy 
out homes in flood-prone areas. 

But various dilemmas remain unsolved be¬ 
fore the proposal will go before voters. The 
bonds would be used to pay for the local match of 
federal funding being awarded to pay for flood- 


control projects across the country. 

The hurricane and the devastating rain that 
followed last summer caused an estimated $125 
billion in damage statewide and flooded thou¬ 
sands of homes in Harris County. 

Harris County Commissioners Court on Tues¬ 
day debated whether to hold the bond election 
sometime in June, when voter turnout could be 
low, or during the midterm elections on Nov. 6, 
when voter turnout will be much higher. 

“I think a summer election is going to be a real 
challenge to get it passed,” said Harris County 
Commissioner Rodney Ellis. 

Officials also remain undecided on how much 
they want to ask voters to approve. Ellis said he 
thinks the county needs to “go big” and ask for 


at least $2 billion and possibly more to pay for a 
wide array of projects. 

But Commissioner Jack Cagle suggested the 
county could hold a bond election of $1 billion or 
less for projects that need to take advantage of 
federal matching dollars already available, then 
have another bond election where officials can 
show voters what has been done and what is still 
needed. 

Many of the flood-control projects being pro¬ 
posed have been discussed for years but have 
either remained partially completed or confined 
to the pages of sketches and blueprints due to a 
lack of money or political will. 

No date has been set for a meeting to make 
final decisions on the bond election. 
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Female Tattoo legends still linked by ink 



Ann Jantz, Rock Springs (Wyo.) RocKET-MiNER/via AP 


Tattoo artists Judy Parker, left, and Sharon Brouse work at Inkfest 2018 Tattoo and Arts Convention in 
Rock Springs, Wyo. They are friends, and they have paved the way for women in the industry. 


By Ann Jantz 
Rock Springs (Wyo.) Rocket-Miner 

ROCK SPRINGS, Wyo. — Judy 
Parker and Sharon Brouse have 
known each other for a very long 
time, about 30 years according to 
Parker. The two travel together 
and refer to each other as “my 
sister from another mister.” To¬ 
gether they seem like old souls 
who aren’t really too far away 
from each other, whether they 
are miles apart or standing next 
to each other. 

Parker and Brouse are not only 
connected through their friend¬ 
ship. They also have one very 
important thing in common: they 
together have paved the way for 
women in the tattoo industry. 

The two legends were at the 
fifth annual Inkfest 2018 Tat¬ 
too and Arts Convention in Rock 
Springs, Wyo. Brouse said this 
particular convention is the one 
where she and Parker “really 
have fun.” 

“I just like it here,” Brouse 
said. “It’s my people, you know, 
my tribe.” 

Parker and Brouse have collec¬ 
tively been tattooing for about 70 
years — 30 years for Brouse and 
40 for Parker, who deadpanned, 
“And I’m only 29. It’s the weirdest 
thing.” 

Parker, who has a number of 
monikers such as Judy “Jackham¬ 
mer” Parker or “The General,” 
got her start in the tattoo business 
when she was living in Juneau, 
Alaska. One night between 2-4 
a.m. she was walking around in 
the cold when she passed by the 
only place that was open at that 
hour — a tattoo parlor. A woman 
was getting a phoenix tattooed on 
her chest and the man doing the 
work waved Parker in out of the 
cold. 


“He asked to see my portfolio,” 
Parker remembers. “I was young 
and didn’t know about these 
things. I didn’t know I was apply¬ 
ing for a job. He stuck a needle 
in my hand, and that’s how I got 
started.” 

Brouse lived in California when 
her interest began, peaked by the 
Navy and military tattoos she saw 
in abundance there. She started 
the learning process with a nee¬ 
dle and thread and the simple tat¬ 


too called a “Pachuco Cross.” 

“Then I became a mother and 
had to have a straight job,” she 
said. “I encouraged my husband 
to tattoo, and when my child 
turned 10 was when I moved back 
into tattooing.” 

Brouse did not want to learn 
the art from her husband and in¬ 
stead learned from Pete Stevens 
in Washington. She said it was 
watching both Stevens and her 
husband “that helped create me.” 


Both women talk about the 
many tattoo artists who have 
paved the way for today’s gen¬ 
eration of artists. They say they 
are blessed to know them and in¬ 
clude in their long list of friends 
and colleagues tattoo legend Lyle 
Tuttle. 

Parker and Brouse remember 
the early days as tough. Parker 
said most tattoo artists were men 
and they did not always make it 
easy for a woman working in the 


business. 

“It was tough,” she said. 
“Sometimes a guy would grab at 
me. I remember making my own 
needles and equipment. The new 
kids in this business don’t know 
what we struggled through.” 

Both women now travel ex¬ 
tensively, from tattoo convention 
and workshops to other venues 
such as Sturgis Motorcycle Rally 
in South Dakota. They have also 
traveled overseas. Brouse said 
she was particularly excited to 
visit the Philippines. 

“This little tattoo machine has 
taken us throughout the world,” 
she said and laughed. 

“I’m a traveled woman. I’ve tat¬ 
tooed all over the world,” Parker 
added. “Life is short. You have to 
get about when you can.” 

Parker’s studio is in San Diego. 
This seems appropriate for the 
tattoo artist who is most well- 
known for her depictions of sea 
life and scenery. 

Brouse said she likes real¬ 
ism. However, her most impor¬ 
tant work can be found in an odd 
place — her knee. On and around 
her right knee is an impressive 
grouping of tattooed names. 
Found here are the famous and 
not-so-famous, all the people that 
in some way have made their im¬ 
pression on Brouse during her 
career. 

Brouse describes Parker’s art¬ 
work as “the most pilfered” in the 
industry. She said she will see a 
tattoo or a sketch and know that it 
came from Parker. Many people 
will call Parker up and request a 
sketch and Parker will whip it out 
in no time. 

“She’s faster than a copy ma¬ 
chine,” Brouse said of Parker’s 
artistic ability. 


Anglerfish sex is the worst in the 
world - now there’s finally video 


By Avi Selk 

The Washington Post 

Praying mantis sex gets a bad 
rap because sometimes the fe¬ 
male bites off the male’s head and 
eats him. Like, once in a while. 
Usually it goes perfectly fine for 
both mantises, but everyone fix¬ 
ates on the bad dates. 

Deep-sea anglerfish sex, on the 
other hand, is an endless horror. 
Every. Single. Time. 

A male anglerfish’s first and 
only sexual adventure results 
in him becoming permanently 
fused — by his lips, no less — to 
the side of a relatively gargan¬ 
tuan female that resembles David 
Cronenberg’s nightmare about 
the shark from “Jaws.” 

Unlike the mantis, Mr. Angler¬ 
fish does not die as Ms. Angler¬ 
fish subsumes him into her body. 
His skin becomes her skin. His 
mqjor organs dissolve, his fins 
fall off and his blood becomes her 
blood, until not much more is left 
of him but a living set of testes to 


First footage of deep-sea 
anglerfish pair. 

youtube/anPlIMVgNwk 




make sperm at her demand. 

Then he dangles off her like 
that for the rest of his life, even if 
she goes on to merge with other 
anglerfish, wearing her sex part¬ 
ners like Mardi Gras beads. 

For as long as anglerfish have 
been having body-meld sex — a 
bizarre but efficient way of repro¬ 
ducing in the sparsely populated 
ocean depths — it’s been a rela¬ 
tively private affair. We of dry 
earth and independent genitals 
know of the phenomenon mainly 
through dead specimens caught 
in nets and illustrations. 

Until Thursday, that is, when 
Science published what it says is 
the first video of wild anglerfish 
engaged in their eternal hell of 
coitus. 

Somewhat appropriately, a pair 
of married deep-sea explorers 
took the video in 2016, from a sub¬ 


mersible about half a mile under¬ 
water near the Azores islands in 
the North Atlantic Ocean. 

Kirsten and Joachim Jakobsen 
were about to call it a day and 
surface. Science wrote, when 
they spotted a female fanfin an¬ 
gler about the size of a fist. They 
noticed a weird little appendage 
on her belly, which of course was 
actually a male fanfin angler that 
will never be whole or indepen¬ 
dent again. 

The Jakobsens recorded the 
pair for about half an hour. Sci¬ 
ence wrote. They did not see the 
female release an egg, which the 
male only exists now to fertilize. 
Nor did they witness Mr. Ang¬ 
lerfish’s “fins and other disused 
body parts wither away until 
the male is only what the female 
needs him to be,” which National 
Geographic assures us will even¬ 
tually happen. 

But they took a rare high-qual¬ 
ity video of the elusive creatures, 
which showed off the female’s 
dazzling mane of long whiskered 



Courtesy of the Rebikoff Foundation 

A male deep-sea anglerfish hangs below a female. 


filaments and the bioluminescent 
lure, as well as her dead eyes and 
gaping mouth full of monster 
teeth. 

The biologists were thrilled 
to see video of this rare form 
of reproduction. Science wrote 
— rather than, say, distraught at 
the philosophical implications of 
what they were seeing. 

An ecologist at the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium Research Insti¬ 


tute in Moss Landing, Calif, “was 
impressed with how flexible the 
male was despite its solid attach¬ 
ment,” Science wrote, “seemingly 
moving around in any direction 
he wished.” 

The ecologist was apparently 
confident that Mr. Anglerfish had 
no wish to stop dissolving into the 
creature that took his body, his 
will and his very identity, not to 
mention his virginity. 
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S. Korean women, 
long overlooked, 
saying #MeToo 



By Youkyung Lee 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
#MeToo movement has taken off 
with surprising rapidity in South 
Korea, toppling male celebrities 
and a prominent politician in a 
country where men have long 
brushed off sexual misconduct 
allegations and continued with 
their careers. 

How far will it go? 

South Korea largely remains a 
deeply conservative and patriar¬ 
chal society rampant with sexism 
both casual and overt. It has the 
largest gender pay gap among de¬ 
veloped countries andranks 118th 
out of 144 nations in the World 
Economic Forum’s global gender 
gap index, the lowest among the 
G-20 members. 

While human rights and other 
progressive movements have 
slowly picked up pace in recent 
years and peaceful protests in 
2016-17 ousted the president, it 
wasn’t until women here started 
saying #MeToo that many real¬ 
ized women had been overlooked. 

“There are high expectations 
that the #MeToo movement is 
bringing changes to South Kore¬ 
an society,” said Kim Bo-hwa, a 
researcher at Woolim, a research 
center under the nonprofit Korea 
Sexual Violence Relief Center. 
“But whether speaking out would 
continue depends on how society, 
the judiciary and the government 
respond.” 


Day by day, the list of South 
Korean women who speak out is 
growing, and so is the list of men 
who have stepped down from po¬ 
sitions of power. 

The fallen include prominent 
Gov. Ahn Hee-jung, a former 
presidential contender whose 
secretary accused him of rape. 
The works of poet Ko Un, seen as 
South Korea’s Nobel Prize hope¬ 
ful, will be erased from textbooks 
after accusations of lewd acts in 
public and sexually harassing 
younger poets. Kim Ki-duk, a 
Golden Lion winner at the Venice 
Film Festival, may not be able to 
release his new movie as anger 
mounts after actresses spoke 
out about alleged and attempted 
rapes. 

Like elsewhere, the movement 
is not without backlash. Some 
have questioned the victims for 
not doing more to stop attempted 
rapes and called the movement 
“man-hate” or a witch hunt. In 
a society that values conformity 
over individuality, the victims 
have been accused of hurting 
their industry’s reputation. 

A popular political commenta¬ 
tor, Kim Ou-joon, said there are 
people trying to use the #MeToo 
movement to cover up other is¬ 
sues, a claim that gained big trac¬ 
tion among fans of his podcast 
and huge backlash from #MeToo 
supporters. 

It all started in January when a 
female prosecutor went on TV to 
say that she had been mistreated 


and reassigned to a remote office 
after she reported being groped 
by a senior male prosecutor at a 
funeral eight years ago. Seo Ji- 
hyun said she was inspired by the 
#MeToo movement in the West. 

Other women followed suit, and 
people began to listen. At work¬ 
places and schools, more people 
are beginning to say no to behav¬ 
iors that were left unquestioned 
and calls for teaching feminism 
are growing. 

Byeon Ye Jin, a 17-year-old 
student who calls herself a teen¬ 
age feminist, said the #MeToo 
movement gave her courage to 
talk about being groped by an ac¬ 
quaintance when she was a child. 

“I could not tell my parents, I 
didn’t have a place to seek help 
and I couldn’t even name the case. 
But with the #MeToo movement, 
I felt that I should have courage to 
speak out instead of enduring and 
ignoring the pain I suffered,” she 


told a group of women on Interna¬ 
tional Women’s Day. “It took me 
eight years to speak.” 

Calls from rape victims to the 
Korea Women’s Hot Line, a civic 
group that helps victims of rape 
or domestic violence, jumped 24 
percent in the month since Seo 
went public in a TV interview. 

Those who go to court, though, 
face a legal system heavily influ¬ 
enced by male-centered views. 

A report released in January 
by an association of civic centers 
that battles sexual violence cites 
examples of a prosecutor who 
told a sexual violence victim that 
many women say no when they 
mean yes, and a judge who dis¬ 
missed a rape charge because the 
victim did not seek help from her 
father in the next room and drank 
tea with the defendant, a relative, 
after the attack. The report said 
the victim was worried about her 
father’s illness and felt ashamed 


to tell her family on the day of her 
sister’s wedding. The dismissal 
was later overturned, and the de¬ 
fendant convicted. 

South Korean law defines the 
lack of consent based on how 
much the victim resisted and the 
degree of threats and force. The 
onus of proving threats or force 
is put on victims, who have to 
demonstrate how they resisted or 
explain why they could not resist 
more. 

Activists are launching a cam¬ 
paign to stop asking victims why 
they did not say no. Instead, they 
are calling for asking offenders 
how they sought consent. 

The Labor Ministry said it 
would enable workers to send 
anonymous complaints on work¬ 
place sexual misconduct and 
consider criminally punishing 
employers who do not take ac¬ 
tions against offenders. 


Suu Kyi loyalist picked 
to be Myanmar president 

Associated Press 


Kenyan politician detained 
at airport in a ‘filthy toilet’ 

By Tom Odula 
Associated Press 


NAYPYITAW, Myanmar 
— Myanmar’s parhament on 
Wednesday elected as the coun¬ 
try’s new president a longtime 
loyalist of Aung San Suu Kyi who 
is expected to carry on his prede¬ 
cessor’s practice of deferring to 
her as her nation’s de facto leader. 

The election of Win Myint comes 
as Suu Kyi’s civilian government 
has struggled to implement peace 
and national reconciliation, with 
the powerful military still em¬ 
broiled in combat with ethnic reb¬ 
els and under heavy international 
criticism for its brutal counterin¬ 
surgency campaign against the 
Mushm Rohingya minority. 

Myanmar’s military ruled the 
country for a half-century during 
whichit was accusedofwidespread 
abuses before partially handing 
power to a civilian government in 
2016. It remains in charge of secu¬ 
rity matters and still faces accusa¬ 


tions of rights abuses. 

Win Myint, the vice president 
selected as presidential candidate 
by the lower house and backed by 
Suu Kyi’s ruling party, received 
403 votes from the combined 
houses. Myint Swe, the vice presi¬ 
dent with the military’s backing, 
had 211 votes and Henry Van Tio, 
the vice president selected by the 
upper house, had 18. 

“I will try my best to the great¬ 
est degree I have and carry out 
my civic duties as best I can,” the 
newly elected president told re¬ 
porters as he left parliament after 
the vote. 

Like his predecessor, Htin 
Kyaw, who retired last week due 
to ill health. Win Myint, 66, is a 
longtime Suu Kyi loyahst and a 
stalwart member of her National 
League for Democracy Party, an 
affiliation that earned him a brief 
spell as a political prisoner more 
than two decades ago under the 
previous military government. 



Win Myint 


When Suu Kyi’s government 
was installed in 2016, she ex¬ 
plained that she would be “above 
the president,” a situation ame¬ 
nable to both the president and the 
public. The job of state counsellor 
was created especially for Suu Kyi 
because she is constitutionally 
banned from the presidency. 

Myanmar’s president is elected 
by a joint sitting of the two houses 
of parhament from among the 
country’s three vice presidents, 
representing the lower house, the 
upper house and the military. 


NAIROBI, Kenya — A Ke¬ 
nyan opposition politician said 
Wednesday he was still detained 
in a “filthy toilet” at the country’s 
main airport after he refused an 
attempt to deport him. 

Authorities were in contempt 
after the High Court on Tuesday 
ordered the immediate release 
of Miguna Miguna and his court 
appearance Wednesday morning, 
said James Orengo, a lawyer for 
the politician. 

Miguna was deported to Cana¬ 
da last month in a crackdown on 
politicians who attended the mock 
inauguration of opposition leader 
Raila Odinga to protest President 
Uhuru Kenyatta’s re-election. A 
court later ordered that Miguna’s 
Kenyan passport be restored and 
that he be allowed to return. 

However, when he returned on 


Monday to Nairobi’s international 
airport plainclothes officers tried 
to hustle him onto an outbound 
plane, witnesses said. That failed 
when Miguna protested. 

Early Wednesday, Miguna post¬ 
ed a statement on social media 
saying he remained “detained in¬ 
side a tiny and filthy toilet” in one 
of the terminals. 

Lawyer Japheth Mutinda, 
representing Kenya’s attorney 
general, said Miguna could not 
appear in court because his entry 
into the country was still being 
processed. Justice George Odun- 
ga ordered authorities to ensure 
Miguna’s safe passage and make 
sure he appeared in court in the 
afternoon. 

The judge also ordered the in¬ 
terior minister, the immigration 
permanent secretary and the 
police chief to appear and ex¬ 
plain why they disregarded court 
orders. 
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$400K 


The approximate amount of money embezzled by a Montana woman from a repo company 
over seven years. The Billings Gazette reported that Jennifer Anne Thaw pleaded guilty Monday 
in federal court to four counts of wire fraud. Federal investigators said she was charged after mak¬ 
ing four unauthorized wire transfers in July 2017 from her employer, J&S Recovery Inc. According 
to court documents, Thaw worked as the company’s office manager and oversaw its accounts. 
Authorities said she transferred the company’s money into her personal checking account. The court documents identified four transfers 
of less than $5,000 each, but prosecutors said her total theft amounted to nearly $400,000. 





Alexa Welch Edlund, the Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch/AP 


‘Planted’ pinwheels for prevention 

Tristan Jay, 4, looks at the pinwheels that were “planted” to recognize Child Abuse Prevention Month at the Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 
in Richmond, Va. More than 3,000 pinwheels had been set up when Tristan and his mother, Madeleine Jay, visited the garden. 


Should modestly paid 
teachers live at school? 

PI MIAMI — In an effort 
r L to combat modest sala¬ 
ries and the high cost of housing, 
officials in Miami have a proposal 
— let teachers live at school. 

The Miami Herald reported 
that a preliminary proposal in¬ 
cludes building a midrise middle 
school in Miami’s Brickell neigh¬ 
borhood with a floor devoted to 
residential units for teachers. An¬ 
other proposal calls for a housing 
complex with about 300 apart¬ 
ments next to Phillis Wheatley 
Elementary School. 

The proposal by Miami-Dade’s 
school system and the housing 
department is an effort to develop 
affordable housing. Apartment 
List matched teacher salaries 
with rents in 50 cities last year, 
and Miami ranked 47th. 

Multiple decomposing 
cats found under home 

m HONOLULU — The 
discovery of multiple 
dead cats underneath a Honolulu 
home prompted calls for a state 
investigation. 

For years, neighbors have com¬ 
plained about the amount of trash 
piling up at the Kalihi home. But 
cellphone video shot last week by 
a resident shows the problem is 
beyond trash, Hawaii News Now 
reported Sunday. 

Honolulu resident Ray Carre 
said he found rows of cat carriers 
under the home, many of them 
containing remains. 

Carre said several bags he took 
from the basement contained cat 
skeletons. He estimated about 
200 pet carriers were under the 
property. 

House mistaken for site 
of estate sale ransacked 

^ LONGMONT — A Col- 
orado woman said her 
house was ransacked by people 
who mistakenly thought it was 
the site of an estate sale. 

The Daily Camera reported 
that Mary Andrews said she left 
her Longmont home unlocked 
and came back Friday morning 
to find people taking items from 
her house. Longmont police told 
Andrews it was a “very, very bad 
misunderstanding.” 

Andrews said a house just a few 
doors down was having an estate 
sale, and somehow someone got 
into her house and began spread¬ 
ing the rumor that an estate sale 
was going on there and that ev¬ 
erything was free. 

Pregnant woman beaten 
up; boyfriend charged 

ELIZABETHTOWN — 
W\ ¥ Police said a Kentucky 
man faces assault charges involv¬ 
ing his pregnant girlfriend. 

The News Enterprise reported 
that Brandon Farmer, 36, of Eliz¬ 
abethtown, was charged Sunday 
with second-degree assault. 

According to an arrest report, 
a woman told Elizabethtown po¬ 
lice she was grabbed by the neck, 
slammed to the floor and choked 
in a hotel room where she lived 
with Farmer. He was being held 


on $10,000 cash bond in the Har¬ 
din County Detention Center. 

Man killed by train; dog 
pulled him onto tracks 

1^1 WAUKESHA—Wauke- 
WW I sha police said a man 
who was killed by a train was 
pulled onto the railroad tracks by 
his dog. 

Authorities said Tuesday that 
Alois Hinkes, 73, was walking his 
dog along the tracks in Waukesha 
on Monday morning when the ap¬ 
proaching train scared the dog, 
causing it to pull the man onto 
the tracks. Hinkes lived in the 
neighborhood. 

Police said the dog was also in¬ 
jured and did not survive. 

Lewd remarks to Easter 
Bunny bring charges 

^ ■■ MANSFIELD—Pohce 
said an Ohio woman 
was arrested for making lewd 
comments to an Easter Bunny. 

Authorities said they were 
called to Richland Carrousel 
Park in Mansfield on Saturday 
after the woman made the com¬ 
ments while taking a picture with 
the Easter Bunny. Police report 


she began to ride the carousel 
after making the comments. 

Arriving officers said the 54- 
year-old appeared to be intoxi¬ 
cated, with slurred speech and 
unsteadiness on her feet. 

The woman was arrested for 
drunkenness and transported to 
the county jail in Mansfield, about 
70 miles north of Columbus. 

Police find burglar 
sleeping inside home 

^ NEW HAVEN — Police 
said they caught a sus¬ 
pected burglar snoozing inside a 
Connecticut home. 

Officers responded to the 
break-in about 7 a.m. Sunday 
in New Haven. The homeowner 
wasn’t inside at the time, but she 
watched the suspect through a 
surveillance system. 

Police said they found the 27- 
year-old suspect sleeping on the 
living room sofa. He was charged 
with third-degree burglary and 
first-degree criminal trespass. 

False escaped camel 
reports cause chaos 

||i| A boston — False re- 
I ports of an escaped 


camel from a local zoo sent police 
on a search and inspired specula¬ 
tion on social media. 

The Boston Globe reported 
that Boston police began search¬ 
ing for Zowie, a Bactrain camel 
who lives in Franklin Park Zoo, 
on Saturday night. 

Zoo officials said reports of an 
escaped camel are “false,” and 
they are unsure of who called in 
a missing camel. Someone called 
police, saying the camel was 
blocking traffic, which was also 
untrue. 

Sheriff’s office says ICE 
interviewed inmates 

SAN FRANCISCO —A 
San Francisco Bay Area 
sheriff’s office said it allowed fed¬ 
eral deportation officers to enter 
the jail it operates and interview 
four inmates in violation of the 
agency’s pro-immigrant sanctu¬ 
ary policies. 

Santa Clara County Sheriff 
Laurie Smith told the San Fran¬ 
cisco Chronicle that members of 
her staff “mistakenly” let US. 
Immigration and Customs En¬ 
forcement officers enter their fa¬ 
cility March 7 and 8. 

She said none of the four in¬ 
mates was detained by ICE. 


Smith said that after learning 
of the incident, the sheriff’s of¬ 
fice re-evaluated and strength¬ 
ened measures for admitting law 
enforcement agencies to their 
facilities. 

Man faces retrial in 
shooting of a friend 

nA HARRISBURG — A 
former death row in¬ 
mate is on trial for the second 
time in the shooting death of a 
friend a dozen years ago in east¬ 
ern Pennsylvania. 

Bryan Galvin, 53, was sentenced 
to death in the January 2006 shoot¬ 
ing death of Kristofer Kolesnik, 
32, but won a new trial because 
jurors had discovered information 
about his criminal history. 

Berks County prosecutors said 
Galvin shot the victim and was 
heading to a remote area to dump 
the body when police stopped him 
for driving without headlights. 

The Reading Eagle reported 
that an officer testified Monday 
that he saw a leg sticking up and 
found the body. 

Defense attorney William Bis- 
pels told jurors “A guy ended up 
dead and that’s sad, but the evi¬ 
dence won’t show it’s murder.” 
From wire reports 
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Country singer Ashley McBryde is releasing her 
first major label album, “Girl Going Nowhere,” 
on Friday. In the past, she’s been handing out CDs. 
“It’s not a problem if 20,000 people heard my 
music for free, but it’s a huge problem if 20,000 
people never heard my music,” McBryde says. 


Country singer 
is releasing her 
first album, 
but she’s been 
making music 
for years 


Holdin’ My Own tour last year. Soon 
she was getting shout-outs on Twit¬ 
ter from Miranda Lambert, who has 
also booked McBryde on some of her 
dates for her 2018 tour. 

One day, she was in her manager’s 
office in East Nashville when an un¬ 
known number sent her a text. 

“You know like if you text me and it 
says, ‘Maybe’ and then your name?” 
McBryde said. “I got a text from 
‘Maybe Garth.’ I laid on the floor and 
started kicking my legs and laughing. 
Well, maybe I’m Batman.” 

It was actually the real Garth 
Brooks, who had also heard “Bible 
and a .44” and wanted to know all 
about this curly-haired singer with a 
voice like Terri Clark. 

In her standard outfit of a short- 
sleeved T-shirt and jeans, McBryde 
easily commands a crowd’s atten¬ 
tion with her booming voice and her 
tattoo-covered arms in front of her 
band of bearded musicians. She jokes 
that people often think she looks a lot 
tougher than she actually is. 

“I’m five foot, three inches. Even 
if I hit you, I’m probably not going to 
knock you down,” McBryde said. 

“She puts on a great show and she’s 
a hell of a singer,” said country singer 
Luke Combs, who is currently tour¬ 
ing with her. “She fits that mold for 
me. Someone who came here with 
a dream and wouldn’t let any¬ 
thing stop them.” 

And every night that 
McBryde sings the 
album’s title track 
lyrics, “Where 
they said I’d 
never be is 
exactly where 
I am,” the 
crowd is 
singing right 
alongside 
her. 


By Kristin M. Hall 


C ountry singer Ashley McBryde has been hear¬ 
ing the critics since she was a kid. 

“I am the youngest of six. There’s the smart 
one and the pretty one and I am the loud one,” 
McBryde said with a smile. “I was banging on a man¬ 
dolin at four years old and trying to make songs out 
of it and my brother would throw shoes at me from 
across the hall.” 

Later on, it was an algebra teacher in her home¬ 
town of Mammoth Spring, Ark., who shot down 
her musical dreams. The teacher asked each stu¬ 
dent what they wanted to do after high school. 

“I said, ‘I am going to make songs up, going to 
write music and live in Nashville,”’ McBryde, 

34, recalls. “She told me to remember where I 
was from and that wasn’t going to happen, so 
have a really good backup plan.” 

Now on the verge of her first major label 
album, McBryde has proven all those 
doubters wrong. “Girl Going Nowhere,” 
her Warner Music Nashville debut being 
released on Friday, is the culmination 
of years of shouting over TVs in bars 
and hitting the road in a Toyota Tundra 
with a beagle. 

“It’s all been guerrilla warfare try¬ 
ing to get my name out there,” said 
McBryde. 

When she was releasing her own records 
independently, she would sometimes just 
hand out CDs to fans, telling them to burn 
five copies for their friends who would listen. 

“It’s not a problem if 20,000 people heard my 
music for free, but it’s a huge problem if 20,000 
people never heard my music,” McBryde says. 

Eventually a sentimental song about her ail¬ 
ing father, a fire-and-brimstone preacher, called 
“Bible and a .44” that she released on an EP in 2016 
caught the attention of other artists, including Eric 
Church, who invited her onstage one night during his 


Silencing the doubters 


Biter-gate: Tiffany Haddish reports somebody nipped Beyonce 


From wire reports 

The speculation is wide, ru¬ 
mors numerous and denials firm. 
And the crime? Somebody alleg¬ 
edly bit Beyonce on the face at a 
party back in December. 

How do we know this? Because 
Tiffany Haddish told us so. More 
specifically, she told GQ maga¬ 
zine in a profile released Monday. 
She didn’t nail the culprit but set 
off Beyonce’s social media Bey- 
hive of die-hard fans and a whole 
lot of internet sleuthing. The 
mystery, natch, has a hashtag: 
#WhoBitBeyonce? 

The latest nugget came Tues¬ 
day when TMZ reported multiple 
sources it did not identify by name 
as saying Haddish told them party- 
goer Sanaa Lathan is the biter. She 
got the hive treatment — swarms 
of bee emojis — until she finally 
spoke on Twitter: “Y’all are funny. 
Under no circumstances did I bite 
Beyonce and if I did it would’ve 
been a love bite.” 


Lathan, of “The Best Man” 
movies, included a single red-lip 
emoji to battle all those bees. 

The purported bite (purport¬ 
edly) occurred at an after-party 
for Beyonce hubby Jay-Z’s “4:44” 
concert at The Forum in Los An¬ 
geles on Dec. 22. There was, pur¬ 
portedly, something about flirting 
with Jay, and something, purport¬ 
edly, about the flirt being wasted. 

“I can only think of one per¬ 
son who would do this, but I can¬ 
not say. but she. ... is the worst,” 
Chrissy Teigen speculated on 
Twitter, though she took a deeper 
dive of her own and later tweeted 
that particular unnamed “she” 
isn’t the culprit after all. 

The Cut did some investigat¬ 
ing, ruling out the likes of par- 
tiers Queen Latifah and Rihanna, 
because Queen Latifah and Ri¬ 
hanna. It narrowed its perp list 
to Lathan and Sara Foster, who 
played Jen Clark on “90210.” 
Foster’s reaction: “Flattering 


that anyone thinks I could get this 
close to Beyonce.” 

Haddish told GQ she offered to 
kick the biter’s butt for Beyonce, 
but the queen said let it go. 

Beyonce spokeswoman Yvette 
Noel-Schure did not immedi¬ 
ately return an email Tuesday 
from The Associated Press seek¬ 
ing comment. She told GQ she 
had no comment and, further¬ 
more, “no knowledge” about the 
purportedness. 

Rapper hosts 
charity event 

Rapper Petty Wap handed out 
gift cards to families at a New 
Jersey supermarket just in time 
for Easter. 

The Record reports the Paterson 
native visited his hometown Tues¬ 
day for a giveaway at ShopRite in 
Center City Mall. Marie Sweeney- 
Tevis, ShopRite’s director of pub- 
hc relations, says the organization 


was excited for the opportunity. 

Petty Wap, whose real name is 
Willie Maxwell II, says he’s for¬ 
tunate to be able to help people 
now considering his upbringing. 
The rapper posed for pictures 
with eager fans and joked that he 
might land a couple Easter din¬ 
ner invitations. 

Petty Wap is no stranger to 
giving back. He’s donated tur¬ 
keys for Thanksgiving each year 
in Paterson since 2015. The rap 
star says he’ll always support his 
hometown. 

Other news 

■ The Academy of Motion Pic¬ 
ture Arts and Sciences has con¬ 
cluded its review of a misconduct 
allegation against film academy 
president John Bailey and de¬ 
termined that no further action 
is required. The film academy 
said late Tuesday that Bailey will 
remain in his position, which he 



AP 


Tiffany Haddish caused a stir 
with her reveal that someone bit 
Beyonce. But who? 

has held since August. Bailey, 
a cinematographer, had previ¬ 
ously denied the allegation that 
he attempted to touch a woman 
inappropriately on a movie set a 
decade ago. 

■ “Dance Moms” star Abby 
Lee Miller is free to be a dancing 
queen once again — she’s out of 
jail. The one-time reality star, 51, 
was released from federal prison 
Tuesday and is headed to a half¬ 
way house in California, accord¬ 
ing to multiple reports. 
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Legal pot 
firms cry 
foul over 
advertiser 



AP 

This frame from the Weedmaps website shows part of the map 
section of the online cannabis directory. 


By Michael R. Blood 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES—Weedmaps is 
a go-to website for people looking 
to find a marijuana shop. With a 
few clicks on a cellphone, custom¬ 
ers can find virtually any type of 
cannabis product, along with the 
fastest route to the place selling it 
and ratings from other consumers 
to help them decide what to buy. 

But legal and illegal operators 
advertise next to each other, and 
hcensed operators in California 
say that’s put them at a disadvan¬ 
tage in a cutthroat marketplace. 

To them, Weedmaps is helping 
illegal sellers flourish without 
having any of the obligations li¬ 
censed operators endure — col¬ 
lecting and paying taxes, insuring 
their businesses and employees, 
and abiding by safety rules for 
their products. 

In other words, illegal shops can 
sell pot at cheaper prices, some¬ 
times 30 to 50 percent less. 

“That’s Weedmaps’ business 
model, to confuse the difference 
between legal and illegal,” said 
Jerred Kiloh, a licensed dispensa¬ 
ry owner in Los Angeles who heads 
the United Cannabis Business As¬ 
sociation, an industry group. “It’s 
an unfair playing field. They are 
pitting us against each other.” 

Weedmaps operates in more 
than two dozen states, but the 
issue is coming to a head in Cah- 


fornia, which in January became 
the nation’s largest legal market¬ 
place. State regulators last month 
warned Weedmaps to stop adver¬ 
tising shops operating outside the 
law. 

In a response, Weedmaps exec¬ 
utives said they are eager to work 
with the state but asserted that the 
online directory doesn’t fall under 
state authority and is shielded by 
provisions in federal law. 

The company sees the core of 
the problem as a scarcity of legal 
outlets and hefty taxes that scare 
off consumers from hcensed 
shops, not its online ads. In Los 
Angeles, where the pace of city 
licensing has been sluggish, only 
about 130 retail shops have au¬ 
thority to operate, while city offi¬ 
cials acknowledge hundreds more 
are making illegal sales. 

Weedmaps says its experience 
dropping unlicensed businesses 
from its listings in Washington, 
Oregon, Nevada and Massachu¬ 
setts had no impact on the size of 
those unlicensed markets. 

The company some call a Craig- 
slist for cannabis defines itself as 
an “interactive computer service” 


that falls under the federal Com¬ 
munications Decency Act. A key 
section of that law is designed to 
protect internet publishers, gener- 
aUy providing immunity to them 
for content posted by users. 

But Kiloh is among those who 
argue Weedmaps is far more than 
an advertising platform, noting 
consumers can use the site to sub¬ 
mit orders and summon deliveries 
from shops legal and otherwise. 

The dispute over the online ads 
goes to basic economics for an 
emerging market sprung from 
what was mostly an illegal one. 
Lawful operators will struggle if 
they’re competing with a robust 
black market that can undersell 
them. 

In its warning to Weedmaps, one 
of hundreds of letters sent to busi¬ 
nesses that Cahfornia regulators 
believe are operating improperly, 
the state said the company should 
take down ads from illicit opera¬ 
tors and warned the company it 
could face criminal penalties. 

It wasn’t immediately clear how 
far that threat would go, since 
Weedmaps appears to be operat¬ 
ing largely as usual. 


Uber halts autonomous 
car tests on Calif, roads 


Associated Press 

DETROIT — Uber has decided 
to stop testing autonomous vehicles 
on California public roads by let¬ 
ting its state permit expire on Sat¬ 
urday without renewing it. 

If the ride-hailing service wants 
to return to the state, it will have to 
get a new permit and address any 
investigations into a crash involv¬ 
ing one of its autonomous test SUVs 
in Arizona that killed a pedestrian, 
the California DMV said in a letter 
sent to the company on Tuesday. 

“Any application for a new per¬ 
mit will need to address any follow¬ 
up analysis or investigations from 
the recent crash in Arizona and 
may also require a meeting with 
the department,” said the letter 
from DMV Deputy Director Brian 
Soublet. 

California is the second state in 
which Uber won’t be able to test au¬ 
tonomous vehicles on public roads. 
On Monday, Arizona Gov. Doug 
Ducey suspended Uber’s self-driv¬ 
ing vehicle testing privileges due to 
the crash. 

On the night of March 18 an Uber 
autonomous Volvo SUV struck and 
killed Elaine Herzberg, 49, who was 
walking a bicycle across a dark¬ 
ened boulevard in Tempe. Experts 
have told The Associated Press that 
the SUV’s laser and radar sensors 
should have spotted Herzberg, and 
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the vehicle should have stopped. In 
addition, the SUV’s human backup 
driver appeared to be looking down 
before file crash. Immediately 
after the crash, Uber voluntarily 
suspended its autonomous vehicle 
testing in Arizona, as well as Cali¬ 
fornia, Pittsburgh and Toronto. 

California is a relatively small 
testing ground for Uber, with 29 
vehicles permitted for testing. The 
company has about 200 vehicles at 
all four testing locations. 

Uber is still allowed to test on 
public roads in Pennsylvania and 
Ontario. 
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(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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OPINION _ 

Trump, Stormy and the shame of it all 


By Kathleen Parker 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
haming,” the modern if te¬ 
dious trend of shaming the 
shamer for criticizing any¬ 
one, has rendered us inca¬ 
pable of making rational judgments or 
speaking freely. 

If this seems too strong an indictment, 
consider that “the porn star and the presi¬ 
dent,” a pairing made necessary by cur¬ 
rent events, is no more shocking a phrase 
than, say, horse-and-carriage, which in an 
earlier time, some may recall, went togeth¬ 
er like love-and-marriage. Or vice versa. 

Thus, about 22.1 million of us settled 
in during Sunday night’s family hour to 
watch “60 Minutes” and hear what Stepha¬ 
nie Clifford, aka Stormy Daniels, had to 
say about her alleged affair with President 
Donald Trump. 

While children may have been diverted 
elsewhere, it’s a given that most school- 
aged youngsters by now have likely heard 
of the porn star, just as children a gen¬ 
eration ago learned about oral sex from a 
previous president. I remember vaulting 
for the mute button when my then-8-year- 
old son would enter the kitchen while I 
watched the news. Despite my best efforts, 
he became well-versed, if somewhat misin¬ 
formed, by classmates eager to fill him in. 

This reminds us that indecency isn’t new 
to the White House. And though Bill Clin¬ 
ton was clearly guilty of sexual misconduct, 
it is Trump who brought a porn star to 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave. Not literally, since the 
alleged “affair,” which sounds more like a 
transaction, took place about 12 years ago. 


In fact. Trump allegedly met with Daniels 
in his Lake Tahoe, Nev., hotel room, where 
she said she proceeded to spank his fanny 
with a rolled-up magazine bearing his face 
on the cover. 

Oh, what naked wit. 

The media, naturally, will be blamed/ 
shamed for emphasizing these events, 
which would be a fair point if not for the 
$130,000 paid to the porn star to keep her 
memories close to her corset. The money/ 
payoff, which was paid by Trump’s lawyer 
12 days before the election, could possibly 
be viewed as an undisclosed campaign 
contribution that far exceeds the allowable 
$2,700. 

Meanwhile, the porn star gets the at¬ 
tention she obviously seeks, her protests 
notwithstanding, while the nation hardly 
blinks, betraying little concern that an 
“adult entertainment actor”—the insisted- 
upon title for a person whose principal pur¬ 
pose is to facilitate her audience’s onanistic 
gratifications — is mainstreaming herself 
into our homes in the middle of dinner. 

This is reality, but we’re not supposed 
to notice lest we be Twittered to death for 
that worst of all offenses — “shaming.” 

So be it. I’m not ashamed to be appalled 
by this sleazy saga. Nor am I ashamed to 
lay blame squarely at the president’s feet. 
Yes, I am judging, as I wonder whether 
anyone is taught anything anymore about 
proper conduct. As I write, I can hear one 
of my father’s frequent refrains: “Catalina, 
if you lie down with dogs, you get up with 
fleas” — usually his not-so-subtle way of 
suggesting that the boy I was currently ex¬ 
cited about wasn’t up to family standards. 

This president’s behavior isn’t up to the 


standards we have a right to expect from 
the man or woman we elect to lead the na¬ 
tion. This is the shame and the travesty 
Trump has perpetrated upon the office 
he holds. Who cares about Stephanie Clif¬ 
ford, really? She’s a self-professed busi¬ 
nesswoman who never walks away from 
money, according to a lengthy New York 
Times profile. She said she had sex with 
the future president, basically because 
she’d gone to his room with him and, well, 
who is she to say, “No”? She also said she’s 
not a victim, so don’t look for her on the 
#metoo roster. 

She also accepted $130,000 from 
Trump’s lawyer to keep silent about their 
entanglements. She signed the don’t-tell 
contract. Now, because the attorney and 
not Trump signed the contract, she wants 
out. Why? Probably for reasons near and 
dear to Trump’s own heart — to keep her 
brand in top billing and, presumably, what¬ 
ever compensations follow. 

Clifford, no dummy, may be credible and 
even likable. If true that a stranger threat¬ 
ened her in a Las Vegas parking lot in 2011, 
as she claims, and if true that this person 
was representing Trump, as she implied, 
then we learned something new—for what 
it’s worth. 

Far more newsworthy and valuable 
would be if we learned that making judg¬ 
ments about others, as well as ourselves, 
is essential to a society hoping to produce 
new generations of Americans who aspire 
to higher values than those recently on 
display. That so many among the family 
values cohort betray no offense at the porn 
star and the president — or rationalize 
looking away — is the real shame. 



Next Supreme Court nomination fight will help Dems 


By Ronald A. Klain 
Special To The Washington Post 

W e could be less than 100 days 
from a battle of the ages over 
the replacement of Supreme 
Court Justice Anthony 
Kennedy, if he retires this summer, as 
some expect. The fight over Kennedy’s 
successor will affect our Constitution and 
our rights for a generation — akin to the 
fight three decades ago over the nomina¬ 
tion of Robert Bork, whose defeat paved 
the way for Kennedy’s appointment. 

In Washington, recent discussions of 
a Kennedy vacancy have been filtered 
through a different prism: What impact 
would it have on the midterm elections? 
The emerging view — that a confirmation 
battle would inure to Republicans’ political 
benefit — reflects a significant miscalcu¬ 
lation that points to why a Donald Trump 
nominee may be vulnerable to defeat even 
in a Republican Senate. 

The premise that a battle over Kennedy’s 
replacement would help the GOP this year 
was expressed recently by the most endan¬ 
gered Republican Senate incumbent, Ne¬ 
vada’s Dean Heller, who told supporters: 
“Kennedy is going to retire around some¬ 
time early summer. Which I’m hoping will 
get our base a little motivated. ... I think a 
new Supreme Court justice will get them 
motivated.” Although commentators are 
all over the map on whether Kennedy will 
retire, most seem to agree with Heller’s as¬ 
sessment of the political consequences of a 
nomination battle — that it would motivate 
Republican voters more than Democrats. 

This conventional wisdom is understand¬ 
able. For years, a call for “strict construc¬ 
tionist” justices has been an applause line 
in conservative campaign speeches. And 
in 2016, exit polls showed that for every 
two Hillary Clinton supporters who said 
that the fate of the Supreme Court was the 


most important factor in their vote, there 
were three voters who backed Trump for 
that reason — a sizable enthusiasm gap. 

Yet a battle over Kennedy’s successor 
could play out differently. And that could 
affect the fate of the nomination itself 

One principal reason GOP voters have 
been more energized than Democrats 
over Supreme Court nominations in recent 
years is due to the basic asymmetry of the 
politics of dissatisfaction: Angry voters are 
more motivated than contented ones. Even 
as the court has generally become more 
conservative, rulings on “headline” issues 
such as Roe v. Wade, marriage equality 
and “Obamacare” have largely pleased 
Democratic voters while rousing Republi¬ 
cans to vote for change at the court. The 
GOP’s willingness to trash the nomina¬ 
tion process in 2016 to keep Justice Anto¬ 
nin Scalia’s seat in a conservative’s hands 
— met with a relatively wan Democratic 
reaction — reflected this dynamic. 

But if Kennedy’s seat is at stake — where 
replacing him with a far-right conserva¬ 
tive could actually result in overturning or 
hollowing out Roe v. Wade, reversing pro¬ 
tections of LGBT rights and so much more 
—the voters with real risk in the court fight 
would be Democrats, not Republicans. 

At the heart of such a fight would be 
abortion rights. The 2016 election may 
have muted this issue because of Trump’s 
curious record. Although he ran as an ex¬ 
treme anti-choice candidate, prior state¬ 
ments and writings suggested that he was 
actually pro-choice — blunting efforts to 
oppose him on that ground. But a battle 
over Kennedy’s successor would be differ¬ 
ent: the closest thing in a generation to an 
up-or-down referendum on whether any 
meaningful constitutional protection of a 
woman’s right to choose should remain. 
That would produce a different sort of fight 
than recent confirmation controversies. At 
a time when college-educated women in 


suburbia are moving sharply away from 
the GOP and tipping special elections, any 
voter surge emerging from a confirma¬ 
tion fight this year would more likely help 
Democrats than Republicans. 

This dynamic could even jeopardize 
confirmation of Trump’s nominee. Neil 
Gorsuch was confirmed with only 54 yes 
votes; four of his GOP supporters — Sens. 
Luther Strange, of Alabama; John McCain, 
of Arizona; Jeff Flake, of Arizona; and Bob 
Corker, of Tennessee — are either retired 
or retiring or have a different relationship 
with Trump than they did in early 2017. 
And Gorsuch’s support also depended on 
three Democrats up for re-election this 
year — North Dakota’s Heidi Heitkamp, 
Indiana’s Joe Donnelly and West Virginia’s 
Joe Manchin—presumed to be under pres¬ 
sure to support a Trump nominee, but that 
assessment may reflect overconfidence 
and miscalculation on the GOP’s part. 

Such was the case with the Bork nomina¬ 
tion. When he was nominated in the sum¬ 
mer of 1987, the smart money said it would 
have been politically painful for conserva¬ 
tive Democrats to oppose him. But once 
the consequences of a Bork court were 
made clear to the country, only two Demo¬ 
crats voted for him — while six Republi¬ 
cans broke with President Ronald Reagan 
to help the other Democrats defeat him. 

This year, the pressure may fall hardest 
not on moderate Democrats to line up to 
support Trump’s pick, but rather, on Re¬ 
publicans such as Susan Collins, of Maine, 
and Lisa Murkowski, of Alaska, to justify 
a vote for a nominee who would radically 
shift the court’s balance. And 2018 voters 
most motivated by this fight likely will not 
be Trump’s base but those in the rising tide 
of the female-fueled resistance. 


Ronald A. Klain, a Post contributing coiumnist, 
served as a senior White House aide to Presidents 
Barack Obama and Biil Clinton and was a senior 
adviser to Hillary Clinton’s 2016 campaign. 
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OPINION_ 

A spring training quiz for baseball fans 



Kathy Willens/AP 


New York Yankees slugger Aaron Judge watches his home run off Minnesota’s Ervin 
Santana on Sept. 18. But not all of his at-bats were as successful. 


By George F. Will 

Washington Post Writers Group 

“There’ll be two buses leaving the hotel 
for the park tomorrow. The 2 o’clock bus 
will be for those of you who need a little 
extra work. The empty bus will leave at 5 
o’clock.” 

— Dave Bristol, Milwaukee Brewers 
manager, 1972 

WASHINGTON 
veryone needs extra work to pre¬ 
pare for the season. So, name the 
player or players who: 

1) Is the fourth (the others are 
Babe Ruth, Hank Aaron and Willie Mays) 
with a career .300 average, 500 home runs 
and 100 stolen bases. 

2) Played in the most wins. 

3) Was the last to get 3,000 hits without 
winning a batting title. 

4) Got 30 homers and 100 RBIs in a sea¬ 
son for five different teams. 

5) Struck out three times in a game just 
once in 13 seasons. 

6) Hit .461 at home one season but .286 
on the road. 

7) Was the last person to enter Septem¬ 
ber batting over .400. 

8) Led his league in hits for three differ¬ 
ent teams. 

9) Hit .408 in a season but lost the bat¬ 
ting title. 

10) Hit at least 40 doubles in 10 seasons. 

11) Was the first 40-year-old with a 100- 
RBI season. 

12) Is the most recent to win consecutive 
MVP awards. 

13) Had the most career homers (399) 
without a 30-homer season. 

14) Has the highest career batting av¬ 
erage among players with at least 300 
homers. 

15) Is the only non-Yankee with 500 
home runs and three championships. 

16) Are the four right-handed hitters to 
lead the m^or leagues in hitting at least 


three times. 

17) Are the two pitchers to have 300 
more strikeouts than walks (not counting 
intentional walks) in a season. 

18) Was the only batter to average 200 
hits per season in his first 14 seasons. 

19) Holds the career record for doubles. 

20) Were the three pairs of rookies 
of the year who were later enshrined in 
Cooperstown. 

21) Holds the record for most four- 
strikeout games. 

22) Struck out in a record 37 consecutive 
games in a single season. 

23) Was the first to win three MVP 
awards. 

24) Are the two third basemen with 500 
home runs. 

25) Was the first to get 3,000 hits in the 
20th century. 

26) Had 999 walks with three starts to 
go in his career and did not reach 1,000. 

27) Were the only two to bat cleanup in a 
World Series at age 20. 

28) Led his league in RBIs in 2014 while 
batting second. 

29) Although not in the Hall of Fame 
until 2017, reached base more than Jeff 
Bagwell, Roberto Clemente and Tony 
Gwynn and had five seasons with at least 
30 doubles and 70 stolen bases (Ty Cobb 
had only three). 

30) Was the only player with at least 100 
triples, 150 homers and 600 stolen bases. 

31) Was the only 300-game winner be¬ 
tween the world wars. 

32) Threw a no-hitter with no walks and 
17 strikeouts. 

33) Scored the most World Series runs. 

34) Was the first White Sox player to be 
MVP. 

35) Won 25 or more games three times 
in the 1960s but never won a Cy Young 
award. 

36) Won the most ERA titles. 

37) Is the only catcher to win three bat¬ 
ting titles. 

38) Led his league in batting average his 


first two seasons. 

39) Had three seasons with 40 or more 
homers and fewer strikeouts than homers. 

40) Was the Hall of Famer who hit into a 
record four triple plays. 

Bonus question: What manager said, 
“Our phenoms aren’t phenomenating.” 

Answers: 

1) Albert Pujols; 2) Pete Rose; 3) Derek 
Jeter; 4) Gary Sheffield; 5) Joe DiMaggio; 
6) Larry Walker (1999, for the Rockies, of 
course); 7) George Brett (.407 in 1980); 8) 
Paul Molitor (Brewers, Blue Jays, Twins); 
9) Shoeless Joe Jackson in 1911, when Ty 
Cobb hit his .420; 10) Tris Speaker; 11) 
Dave Winfield (Toronto, 1992); 12) Miguel 
Cabrera; 13) A1 Kaline; 14) Rogers Horn¬ 
sby (.358); 15) David Ortiz; 16) Rogers 
Hornsby (four times), Napoleon L^oie 


(four times), Roberto Clemente, Miguel 
Cabrera; 17) Sandy Koufax (382/71 in 
1965), Randy Johnson (372/71 in 2001); 
18) Ichiro Suzuki; 19) Tris Speaker (792); 

20) Luis Aparicio and Frank Robinson 
(1956), Tom Seaver and Rod Carew (1967), 
Andre Dawson and Eddie Murray (1977); 

21) Ryan Howard; 22) Aaron Judge; 23) 
Jimmie Foxx (1932,1933,1938); 24) Eddie 
Mathews, Mike Schmidt; 25) Honus Wag¬ 
ner; 26) Greg Maddux; 27) Cobb and Ca¬ 
brera; 28) Mike Trout; 29) Tim Raines; 
30) Tim Raines; 31) Lefty Grove; 32) Max 
Scherzer; 33) Mickey Mantle (42); 34) Nel¬ 
lie Fox (1959); 35) Juan Marichal; 36) Lefty 
Grove; 37) Joe Mauer; 38) Tony Oliva; 39) 
Ted Kluszewski; 40) Brooks Robinson. 

Bonus answer: Angels manager Lefty 
Phillips, 1971. 



US, Russia should seek select communication, cooperation 


By James Stavridis 

Bloomberg 

W hen I served as Supreme 
Allied Commander at NATO 
from 2009 to 2013, I devel¬ 
oped a friendly relationship 
with the head of the Russian armed forces, 
Gen. Nikolai Makarov. He was a short, 
barrel-chested man with a congenial per¬ 
sonal style, and given my own somewhat 
compact physique, I could at least tell my 
boss. Secretary of Defense Bob Gates, that 
I literally saw things “eye to eye” with my 
Russian counterpart. Our meetings oc¬ 
curred both in Moscow and several times in 
Brussels at NATO headquarters. I also had 
him over to my official residence, where 
too much vodka was drank but we contin¬ 
ued to have meaningful conversations (at 
least in the early parts of the evening). 

We argued about a variety of things 
from the Russian invasion of Georgia to an 
appropriate strategy in Afghanistan, but it 
was an open, sensible and pragmatic rela¬ 
tionship. Probably the greatest disagree¬ 
ment we had involved the U.S. desire to 
install a missile defense system in Europe 
— intended not to oppose Russian strategic 
systems but to defend against Iranian bal¬ 
listic missiles. We also developed a series 
of cooperative programs, from counterpi¬ 
racy off the Horn of Africa to information 
sharing on narcotics flowing from Afghan¬ 
istan. Overall, that kind of military-to- 
military engagement is helpful in defusing 
tension and avoiding unintended clashes. 


It matters at the tactical, operational and 
strategic levels. 

Given the subsequent invasion of 
Ukraine, annexation of Crimea, intrusion 
into U.S. elections and Russian support for 
the war criminal Bashar Assad in Syria, 
those sorts of top-level relationships have 
been dormant for some time. I was there¬ 
fore heartened by recent reports that the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joe 
Dunford, and the current Supreme Allied 
Commander, Army Gen. Curtis Scapar- 
rotti, are in serious discussions with the 
current head of the Russian armed forces, 
Valery Gerasimov. 

Phone conversations are occurring with 
some regularity and, most importantly, 
Scaparrotti and Gerasimov have tenta¬ 
tively scheduled a face-to-face meeting in 
Europe. This is an important element if 
we are to avoid stumbling backward into a 
full-blown Cold War with Russia. 

What should be on the agenda when 
these two seasoned military leaders meet? 

Tactically, the two generals need to cre¬ 
ate an effective regime to avoid unintended 
confrontations between NATO and the Rus¬ 
sians. In several instances over the past 12 
months, NATO and Russian aircraft and 
ships have been on collision courses in 
the Baltic, Black and Mediterranean seas. 
While the details would be classified, there 
have probably also been close and danger¬ 
ous interactions under the ice in the Arctic. 
The two leaders should see that their staffs 
confer on ways to reduce the potential for 
high-stakes accidents. That can include 


technical signals to use in operations, set¬ 
ting “stand-off” distances at air and sea, 
and tactical hotlines to keep each side in¬ 
formed of patrols. 

Operationally, the conversations should 
look at where forces are being assigned 
broadly. The Russians are extremely un¬ 
happy with increased NATO military 
presence on their borders. NATO, on the 
other hand, is justifiably critical of Russian 
troops in southeastern Ukraine. While nei¬ 
ther side will immediately change deploy¬ 
ments, a good starting point would be for 
each side to brief the other about current 
deployments and plans at a very broad, ge¬ 
neric, unclassified level. Let the Russians 
explain what they are doing in Ukraine; 
and have the NATO commander defend 
the development and deployment of the 
new NATO Rapid Reaction Forces. There 
may be small compromises that could be 
suggested up the respective chains of com¬ 
mand to reduce obvious areas of tension. 

In terms of operational exercises, more 
transparency and visibility would be good. 
There are existing mechanisms here, such 
as the Open Skies agreement, allowing 
some overflight and reconnaissance dur¬ 
ing another nation’s military exercises. Ad¬ 
ditionally, the huge training programs run 
by both Russia and the U.S. could allow on- 
the-ground observers in portions of the ex¬ 
ercise as a confidence-building measure. 
Naval exercises in the Baltic and Black 
seas could include a component with both 
sides working together practicing humani¬ 
tarian operations or counter-narcotics. 


Finally, at the strategic level, there is 
much to discuss. While these senior mili¬ 
tary officers are not in charge of their 
nations’ strategies, they can certainly il¬ 
luminate them for each other. Scaparrotti 
should be prepared to discuss the Trump 
administration’s new National Security 
Strategy (largely drafted by the departing 
national security adviser, H.R. McMaster). 
Gerasimov should be able to help the West 
understand why President Vladimir Putin 
is launching a series of new, dangerous 
weapons — including a nuclear torpedo. 

In addition to working through chal¬ 
lenges and tensions, the two generals 
should think together about possible areas 
of cooperation. Some to consider include 
counterterrorism, search-and-rescue in 
the Arctic, counterpiracy, and a return to 
cooperation in Afghanistan (where both 
nations have shared interests in reducing 
narcotics and stabilizing the region). 

Of course, none of this will immediately 
defuse all the tensions between NATO and 
Russia. There will be challenges aplenty in 
the relationship, including the most recent 
one — an attack on British soil using an 
outlawed nerve agent. But by taking an ap¬ 
proach that says we should confront where 
we must but cooperate where we can, these 
two leaders can propose intelligent and re¬ 
alistic zones of collaboration in the current 
sea of confrontation. 

Bloomberg columnist James Stavridis is a retired 
U.S. Navy admiral and former military commander 
of NATO. He is dean of the Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy at Tufts University. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Pear variety 
5 Entanglement 
8 Soggy porridge 

12 Hexagonal state 

13 Post-op area 

14 Church section 

15 Boo-Boo’s buddy 

16 Cabin 
component 

17 “Close one!” 

18 Deem 
appropriate 

20 Competent 
22 Basketball 
tactics 
26 Claw 

29 Odometer start 

30 Cistern 

31 Lena of 
“Chocolat” 

32 Equi- 

33 Author Austen 

34 Dallas hoopster, 
briefly 

35 Business mag 

36 “The Crucible” 
setting 

37 Diner meals 

40 Concept 

41 Slot machine 
symbols 

45 Anti-fur org. 

47 Formerly called 

49 “Would — to 
you?” 

50 Morose 


51 Scoundrel 

52 “The Lion 
King” lioness 

53 Band boosters 

54 Decade parts 
(Abbr.) 

55 Always 

DOWN 

1 Purchases 

2 Oklahoma tribe 

3 Wise one 

4 Sheer fabric 

5 Goes limp 

6 Green prefix 

7 Imaginary 
monster 

8 Syrup flavor 

9 Turmoil 

10 Compass dir. 

11 Chop 

19 Actor McKellen 


21 Street address? 

23 Puccini opera 

24 Welles role 

25 Goblet feature 

26 Mausoleum 

27 Winged 

28 “Have fun!” 

32 Babyhood 

33 Plant with 
fragrant flowers 

35 White House 
nickname 

36 Fr. holy woman 

38 Ansel or Abigail 

39 Winter coasters 

42 Royal Norwegian 
name 

43 Egyptian river 

44 Burn somewhat 

45 Links org. 

46 Stately tree 

48 Listening device 
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3-29 CRYPTOQUIP 


P XGGPAIZ XD DOPT 


RBHXRPDJ BKRJ WIHXYTI 


KBAIRPTD OYKDIG OXT WPZZIK 


QI DB HBQI. P XQ lAXK-TIKD. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SLOGAN OF PEOPLE 
WHO THINK BREAKEAST CEREAL BRINGS 
HAPPINESS: “LIFE IS A BOWL OF CHEERIOS.” 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals R 
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• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 
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ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 


I People saying Free Dog 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautosales.com 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 


Churches 


Wurzburg church of Christ 

is having an Open House on the 
22nd of April 2018 From 
1400-1600 Hours at 
Barbarastrasse 29 
97074 Wurzburg Germany 

Everyone is Welcome 


Landstuhl American Dentistry 

is hiring full-time 
dental assistants! 

If you are an English speaking 
(American or German) dental 
assistant, please call 
(06371) 560-8075 or 
(06371) 594-6275 


Tax Assistance_^ 


^^R BLOCKS 


Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

X help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^mail: eclemons(S)hrblock.com^ 


Travel 1000 

Read 

"Spring in Garmisch!" 

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 

STARSI^STRIPES. 

39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

online at 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

a 



Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 



Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 


STARSKJ^STRIPES. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College basketball 

1 

College baseball 

1 

College hockey 

1 

Deals 


Pro soccer 


MLS 


Columbus - - . _ _ 

New York City FC 3 0 1 10 8 3 

New York 2 1 0 6 7 1 

Atlanta United FC 2 1 0 6 7 6 

Philadelphia 10 1 4 2 0 

New England 111 445 

Montreal 1 2 0 3 4 5 

D.C. United 0 2 2 2 5 9 

Orlando City 0 2 1 12 5 

Chicago 0 2 0 0 4 6 

Toronto FC 0 2 0 0 0 3 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Sporting KC 2 117 9 9 

Vancouver 211 756 

Los Angeles FC 2 0 0 6 6 1 

Minnesota United 2 2 0 6 6 8 

FC Dallas 1 0 2 5 5 2 

Houston 111 474 

LA Galaxy 111 433 

Real Salt Lake 111 436 

San Jose 1 1 0 3 5 5 

Colorado 0 11 13 4 

Portland 0 2 1 12 7 

Seattle 0 2 0 0 0 4 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, March 24 
New York City FC 2, New England 2, tie 
Portland 1, FC Dallas 1, tie 
Columbus 3, D.C. United 1 
New York 3, Minnesota United 0 
Sporting Kansas City 2, Colorado 2, tie 
LA Galaxy 0, Vancouver 0, tie 
Friday, March 30 
Real Salt Lake at Toronto FC 
Saturday, March 31 
New York at Orlando City 
Los Angeles FC at LA Galaxy 
Vancouver at Columbus 
Portland at Chicago 
Atlanta United FC at Minnesota United 
New York City FC at San Jose 
D.C. United at Sporting Kansas City 
New England at Houston 
Philadefphia at Colorado 
Montreal at Seattle 


PGA Tour FedEx Cup leaders 

Through March 25 
Points 


1. Justin Thomas 

2. Patton Kizzire 

3. Phil Mickelson 

4. Bubba Watson 

5. Dustin Johnson 

6. Jon Rahm 

7. Justin Rose 

8. Brendan Steele 

9. Tony Finau 

10. Paul Casey 

11. Jason Day 

12. Pat Perez 

13. Brian Harman 

14. Alex Noren 

15. Patrick Cantlay 

16. Chez Reavie 

17. Gary Woodland 

18. Austin Cook 

19. Luke List 

20. Cameron Smith 


23. Marc Leishman 

24. Ted Potter, Jr. 

25. Patrick Reed 

26. Rory Mcliroy 

27. Kevin Kisner 

28. Rickie Fowler 

29. James Hahn 

30. Charles Howell III 

31. Keegan Bradley 

32. Rafa Cabrera Bello 

33. Andrew Landry 

34. Adam Hadwin 

35. Kyle Stanley 

36. Ryan Armour 

37. J.J. Spaun 

38. Brice Garnett 

39. Xander Schauffele 

40. Tiger Woods 

41. Brian Gay 

42. Webb Simpson 

43. Kevin Chappell 

44. Tom Hoge 

45. Whee Kim 

46. Brandon Harkins 

47. Ollie Schniederjans 391 

48. Jason Kokrak 382 

49. Si Woo Kim 381 

50. Chris Kirk 378 

51. Kevin Streelman 373 

52. Kevin Na 366 

53. Henrik Stenson 

54. Zach Johnson 

55. Patrick Rodgers 

56. Alex Cejka 

57. Jordan Spieth 

58. Scott Stallings 

59. Tommy Fleetwood 

60. Ryan Moore 

61. Bud Cauley 

62. Brian Stuard 

63. Peter Uihlein 


NCAA Tournament 

FINAL FOUR 
At The Alamodome 
San Antonio 
National Semifinals 
Saturday, March 31 

(3^Lo^ola of Chicago (32-5) vs. Michigan 

Villanova (34-4) vs. Kansas (31-7) 

National Championship 
Monday, April 2 

Semifinal winners 

NIT 

Semifinals 
At New York 
Tuesday, March 27 

Utah 69, Western Kentucky 64 
Penn State 75, Mississippi State 60 

Championship 
Thursday, March 29 

Utah (23-11) vs. Penn State (25-13) 

CIT 

Semifinals 

Wednesday, March 28 

UlC (19-15) at Liberty (22-14) 

Sam Houston State (21-14) at North¬ 
ern Colorado (24-12) 

Championship 
Friday, March 30 

Semifinal winners 

CBI 

Championship Series 
(Best-of-three; x-if necessary) 
Monday, March 26 

San Francisco 72, North Texas 62 
Wednesday, March 28 
San Francisco (22-15) at North Texas 
(18-18) 

Friday, March 30 

x-San Francisco (22-15) at North Texas 
(18-18) 

Women’s NCAA Tournament 


$5,050,800 
$3,177,988 
1,194 $3,257,113 
1,175 $3,287,879 
1,049 $2,829,667 
989 $2,259,698 
940 $2,778,400 
912 $2,034,258 
895 $2,090,273 
887 $2,095,635 
867 $2,228,400 
844 $2,190,741 
832 $2,075,918 
830 $2,183,059 
829 $1,996,830 
829 $2,056,102 
795 $1,934,717 
761 $1,610,277 
735 $1,834,632 
641 $1,736,995 


615 $1,892,914 
589 $1,506,517 
561 $1,473,052 
560 $1,759,888 
544 $1,563,806 
542 $1,415,200 
537 $1,224,755 
532 $1,243,102 
514 $1,278,097 
505 $1,383,747 
499 $1,090,606 
492 $1,161,506 
484 $1,253,894 
475 $1,126,955 
470 $1,033,447 
461 $824,897 

451 $1,084,323 
450 $1,121,685 
448 $1,024,503 
437 $999,017 

425 $1,050,511 
422 $937,442 

418 $1,121,456 
$814,385 
$902,331 
$807,475 
381 $981,448 

378 $875,505 

373 $824,964 

366 $920,124 

353 $1,106,867 
350 $738,337 

339 $804,100 


$745,046 

$789,130 

$723,905 

$867,650 

$742,859 

$760,616 

$804,016 


25'^rif 


WBI 

Championship 
Thursday, March 29 

Yale (18-13) at Central Arkansas (25-9) 


Fight schedule 

April 7 

At Hard Rock Hotel and Casino, Las 
Vegas, Jarrett Hurd vs. Erislandy Lara, 
12, IBF-WBA junior middleweight titles; 
Caleb Truax vs. James DeGale, 12, for 
Truax’s IBF super middleweight title; Ju¬ 
lian Williams vs. Nathaniel Gallimore, 12, 
junior middleweights. 

At San Juan, Puerto Rico, Angel Acosta 
vs. Ryuji Hara, 12, for Acosta’s WBO ju¬ 
nior flyweight title. 

At Gray Eagle Resort & Casino, Cal¬ 
gary, Michael Farenas vs. Guadalupe Ro¬ 
sales, lightweights. 

April 12 

At Fantasy Springs Casino, Indio, Ca¬ 
lif., Francisco Vargas vs. Rod Salka, 10, 
junior lightweights. 

April 13 

At Sands Bethlehem Event Center, 
Bethlehem, Pa., Edner Cherry vs. Dennis 
Galarza, 10, super featherweights. 

At The Armory, Minneapolis, Ja¬ 
mal James vs. Abel Ramos, 10, welter¬ 
weights. 

April 14 

At The 02, London, Billy Joe Saunders 
vs. Martin Murray, 12, for Saunders’ WBO 
middleweight title; Terry Flanagan vs. 
Maurice Hooker, 12, for the vacant WBO 
super lightweight title; Darryll Williams 
vs. Lennox Clarke, 10, super middle- 
weights. 

At Las Vegas, Jerwin Ancajas vs. Jo¬ 
nas Sultan, 12, for Ancajas’ IBF junior 
bantamweight title. 

April IS 

At Yokohama, Japan, Ryota Murata vs. 
Felice Blandamura, 12, for Murata’s WBA 
World middleweight title; Daigo HIga vs. 
Cristopher Rosales, 12, for Higa’s WBC 
flyweight title; Ken Shiro vs. Ganigan Lo¬ 
pez, 12, for Shiro’s WBC junior flyweight 
title. 

April 21 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
Adrien Broner vs. Jessie Vargas, 12, ju¬ 
nior welterweights; Jermall Charlo wel¬ 
terweight vs. Hugo Centeno Jr., 12, for in¬ 
terim WBC middleweight title; Gervonta 
Davis vs. Jesus Cuellar, 12, for the vacant 
WBA junior lightweight title. 

At Echo Arena, Liverpool, England, 
Amir Khan vs. Phil Lo Greco, 12, welter¬ 
weights. 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Bucknell at St. Bonaventure, ppd. 
Georgetown 10, Delaware St. 5 
Hofstra 14, Monmouth (NJ) 6 
Mount St. Mary’s 4-1, Md.-Eastern 
Shore 3-2 

NJ City 7, Baruch 3 
St. John’s 3, Wagner 1 
UConn 4, Boston College 0 
SOUTH 

Arkansas 8, Memphis 7 
Ark.-Monticello 14, Union (Tenn.) 2 
Asbury at Kentucky St., ccd. 
Bellarmine 7, Tusculum 6 
Bethel (Tenn.) 4, Lindenwood-Belleville 2 
Bryan 10, Hiwassee 0 
Campbellsville 6, Union (Ky.) 2 
Clemson 10, Furman 5 
Cumberland (Tenn.) 7-9, Brescia 4-2 
Cumberlands (Ky.) 5-8, Tenn. Wesley¬ 
an 4-2 

Duke 8, Presbyterian 0 
Elon 10, Wake Forest 9 
ETSU 12, UNC-Asheville4 
Florida 1, Florida St. 0 
Georgetown (Ky.) at Brescia, ccd. 
Georgia Tech 3, Georgia Southern 1 
Harding 9, Christian Brothers 5 
Kent St. 4, Notre Dame 1 
King (Tenn.) 4-7, Kentucky Christian 0-1 
Liberty 4, Virginia Tech 3,10 innings 
Lipscomb 5, Vanderbilt 1 
Louisville at Cincinnati, ppd. 

Maryville (Tenn.) 4, Berry 1 
Middle Tennessee 24, Belmont 4 
Morehead St. 9, Ohio 8,10 innings 
NC State 3, George Mason 2 
North Carolina 14, Charlotte 2 
Pittsburgh at West Virginia, ccd. 

Rio Grande at N. Kentucky, ppd. 
Roanoke 9, Emory & Henry 3 
St. Andrew’s 0, N.C. Wesleyan 7 
Shawnee St. at Midway, ppd. 

Shorter 3, Carson-Newman 1 
Virginia 6, Longwood 0 
W. Kentucky 13, E. Kentucky 9 
MIDWEST 

Xavier 2, Wright St. 0 

SOUTHWEST 

Wichita St. 9, Cent. Arkansas 6 


rriucty, ivictri;ii du 

Mississippi State (36-1) vs. Louisville 
(36-2) 

UConn (36-0) vs. Notre Dame (33-3) 

National Championship 
Sunday, April 1 

Semifinal winners 

Women’s NIT 


NCAA Tournament 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL 
At Worcester, Mass. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 24 
Boston University 3, Cornell 1 
Michigan 3, Northeastern 2 
Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Michigan 6, Boston University 3 
EAST REGIONAL 
At Bridgeport, Conn. 

First Round 
Friday, March 23 

Notre Dame 4, Michigan Tech 3, OT 
Providence 1, Clarkson 0 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Notre Dame 2, Providence 1 
MIDWEST REGIONAL 

First Round 
At Allentown, Pa. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 24 
Ohio State 4, Princeton 2 
Denver 5, Penn State 1 

Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Ohio State 5, Denver 1 

WEST REGIONAL 
At Sioux Falls, S.D. 

First Round 
Friday, March 23 
Air Force 4, St. Cloud State 1 
Minnesota Duluth 3, Minnesota State 
Mankato 2, OT 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Minnesota Duluth 2, Air Force 1 
FROZEN FOUR 
At St. Paul, Minn. 

National Semifinals 
Thursday, April 5 

Ohio State (26-9-5) vs. Minnesota Du¬ 
luth (23-16-3) 

Notre Dame (27-9-2) vs. Michigan (22- 
14-3) 

National Championship 
Saturday, April 7 

Semifinal winners 


0.710 

0.700 

0.594 

0.586 

0.581 

0.571 

0.552 

0.533 

0.500 

0.467 

0.467 

0.464 

0.438 

0.412 

0.267 


0.613 

0.600 

0.576 

0.567 

0.536 

0.531 

0.500 

0.484 

0.433 

0.433 

0.419 

0.414 

0.367 

0.357 

0.333 


Pro baseball 


Spring training 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

W L 

Boston 22 9 

Houston 21 9 

Cleveland 19 13 

Baltimore 17 12 

New York 18 13 

Chicago 16 12 

Kansas City 16 13 

Seattle 16 14 

Minnesota 14 14 

Oakland 14 16 

Tampa Bay 14 16 

Detroit 13 15 

Toronto 14 18 

Los Angeles 14 20 

Texas 8 22 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

W L 

Milwaukee 19 12 

San Diego 15 10 

Chicago 19 14 

St. Louis 17 13 

Miami 15 13 

Los Angeles 17 15 

Arizona 15 15 

San Francisco 15 16 

Washington 13 17 

Philadelphia 13 17 

Atlanta 13 18 

Colorado 12 17 

Pittsburgh 11 19 

New York 10 18 

Cincinnati 10 20 

Tuesday’s games 
Detroit 2, Tampa Bay 1 
Pittsburgh 5, Philadelphia 5 
Boston 4, Chicago Cubs 2 
Cincinnati at Texas, cancelled 
Houston 8, Milwaukee 1 
Seattle 5, Colorado 3 
Miami 22, Miami-Fla 2 
Cleveland 3, Arizona 3 
Minnesota 3, Washington 1 
Toronto 1, St. Louis 0 
Atlanta 5, Braves Futures 4 
San Francisco 3, Oakland 0 
L.A. Dodgers 4, L.A. Angels 3 
End of spring training 


AP sportlight 


March 29 

1929 — The Boston Bruins win the 
Stanley Cup with a 2-1 victory over the 
New York Rangers to complete a two- 
game sweep. 

1940 — Joe Louis knocks out Johnny 
Paychek in the second round at Madison 
Square Garden in New York to retain the 
world heavyweight title. 

1941 — Wisconsin, led by Gene En- 
glund’s 13 points, wins the NCAA basket¬ 
ball championship with a 39-34 victory 
over Washington State. 

1952 — George Mikan of the Minne¬ 
apolis Lakers scores an NBA playoff re¬ 
cord 47 points in an 88-78 loss In Game 
1 of the Western Division Finals against 
Rochester. 

1960 — Boston’s Bill Russell pulls down 
an NBA Finals record 40 rebounds, as the 
Celtics lose to St. Louis, 113-103. 

1962 — Elgin Baylor (45) and Jerry 
West (41) of the Los Angeles Lakers be¬ 
come the first teammates to both score 
40 or more points in an NBA Playoff 


Miami Open 


game. It isn’t enough as the Lakers lose 
to Detroit, 118-117, in a Western Division 
Finals game. 

1981 — Louisiana Tech routs Tennes¬ 
see 79-59 for the AIAW basketball title. 

1982 — Michael Jordan’s jump shot 
with 16 seconds remaining gives North 
Carolina a 63-62 victory over Georgetown 
for the NCAA men’s basketball champi¬ 
onship. 

1990 — Houston’s Akeem Olajuwon is 
the third player in NBA history to achieve 
a quadruple double during a 120-94 vic¬ 
tory over the Milwaukee Bucks. He scores 
18 points, 16 rebounds, 11 blocked shots 
and 10 assists. 

1992 - Dottie Mochrie birdies No. 18 
to force a playoff and beats Juli Inkster 
with par on the first hole of sudden death 
in the Dinah 5hore tournament. 

1992 — Olympic champion Kristi 
Yamaguchi becomes the first American 
woman to win consecutive world fig¬ 
ure skating championships since Peggy 
Fleming in 1968. 


At The Tennis Center at Crandon Park 
Key Biscayne, Fla. 

Purse; Men, $7.97 million (Masters 
1000); 

Women, $7.97 million (Premier) 
Surface; Hard-Outdoor 

*Me“ 

Third Round 

Frances Tiafoe, United States, def. 
Tomas Berdych (10), Czech Republic, 6-7 
(2), 6-2, 7-6 (1). 

Fourth Round 

John Isner (14), United States, def. 
Marin Cilic (2), Croatia, 7-6 (0), 6-3. 

Milos Raonic (20), Canada, def. Jeremy 
Chardy, France, 6-3, 6-4. 

Chung Hyeon (19), South Korea, def. 
Joao Sousa, Portugal, 6-4, 6-3. 

Juan Martin del Potro (5), Argentina, 
def. Filip Krajinovic (22), Serbia, 6-4, 6-2. 

Pablo Carreno Busta (16), Spain, def. 
Fernando Verdasco (31), Spain, def. 6-0, 
6-3. 


Alexander Zverev (4), Germany, def. 
Nick Kyrgios (17), Australia, 6-4, 6-4. 

Women 

Quarterfinals 

Sloane Stephens (13), United States, 
def. Angelique Kerber (10), Germany, 6- 
1, 6-2. 

Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, def. Karo¬ 
lina Pliskova (5), Czech Republic, 7-5, 6- 


Quarterfinals 

Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Vesn¬ 
ina (1), Russia, def. Lyudmyla Kichenok, 
Ukraine, and Alla Kudryavtseva, Russia, 
6-2, 6-4. 

Barbara Krejcikova and Katerina Sin¬ 
iakova (6), Czech Republic, def. Chan 
Hao-ching and Latisha Chan (2), Taiwan, 
2-6 6-4,13-11. 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

Major League Baseball 

MLB — Promoted Tony Reagins to ex¬ 
ecutive vice president of baseball & soft- 
ball development. 

American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Reassigned OF 
Cedric Mullins, OF Alex Presley, INF Luis 
Sardinas, LHP Josh Edgin and LHP Joely 
Rodriguez to minor league camp. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Claimed LHP 
Jack Leathersich off waivers from Pitts¬ 
burgh and optioned him to Columbus 
(IL). Traded OF Rob Refsnyder to Tampa 
Bay for cash considerations. Received 
RHP Jordan Milbrath (Rule 5 selection) 
from Pittsburgh and assigned him to Co¬ 
lumbus. Signed INF Adam Rosales to a 
minor league contract and assigned him 
to Columbus. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Announced 
IB/DH Kennys Vargas cleared waivers 
and was assigned to Rochester (IL). Op¬ 
tioned OF Zack Granite to Rochester. Re¬ 
assigned C Willians Astudillo, INFs Taylor 
Featherston and Gregorio Petit, and C 
Bobby Wilson to minor league camp. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Reassigned OF 
Kirk Nieuwenhuis to minor league camp. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Reassigned C 
Curt Casali and OFs Johnny Field and 
Brandon Snyder to minor league camp. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Reassigned RHP 
Steve Delabar, C Brett Nicholas and OF 
Destin Hood to Round Rock (PCL). Reas¬ 
signed RHPs Chi Chi Gonzalez, Shawn 
Tolleson and Edinson Volquez and LHP 
Anthony Gose to minor league camp. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Signed 
INF Ketel Marte to a five-year contract. 
Sent RHP Albert Suarez outright to Reno 
(PCL). Placed RHP Randall Delgado and 
RF Steven Souza Jr. on the 10-day DL. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Announced LHP 
Justin Nicolino cleared waivers and sent 
him outright to Louisville (IL). 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Optioned C 
Tom Murphy and OF Raimel Tapia to Al¬ 
buquerque (PCL). 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Claimed 
RHP Cory Mazzoni from the Chicago 
Cubs and optioned him to Oklahoma City 
(PCL). Designated OF Trayce Thompson 
for assignment. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Optioned RHP Bri¬ 
an Ellington and OF Magneuris Sierra to 
New Orleans (PCL). 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Signed 
INF-OF Alexi Amarista to a minor league 
contract. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Selected 
the contract of LHP Derek Holland from 
Richmond (EL). 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Selected 


_.LSKETBALL 
National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Portland G-F Evan Turner 
$10,000 for making an inappropriate ges¬ 
ture on the playing court during a March 
25 game at Oklahoma City. 

Women’s National Basketball Association 

WNBA — Announced the resignation 
of chief operating officer Jay Parry, ef¬ 
fective April 30. Promoted Ann Rodriguez 
to chief operating officer. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CHICAGO BEARS - Re-signed CB Sher- 
rick McManis to a two-year contract. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS - Released QB 
Trevone Boykin. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Agreed to terms 
with QB Blaine Gabbert and OL Xavier 
Su’a-Filo. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Agreed to 
terms with D Blake Hillman on a two- 
year contract through the 2018-19 s 

son. Assigned F Matthev ’ - 

Rockford (AHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Assigned G Al- 
exandar Georgiev to Hartford (AHL). 

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS - Reassigned 
G John Muse to Reading (ECHL) from Le¬ 
high Valley (AHL). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Recalled G 
Pheonix Copley from Hershey (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

LOS ANGELES FC - Signed M Andre 
Horta. 

PHILADELPHIA UNION - Named Dick 
Schreuder assistant coach. 

SKIING 

U.S. ALPINE — Announced the resigna¬ 
tion of director Patrick Riml. 

COLLEGE 

ARIZONA — Announced sophomore G 
Rawle Alkins has declared for the NBA 
Draft. 

CLEMSON — Fired women’s basketball 
coach Audra Smith. 

DUKE — Promoted men’s assistant 
basketball coaches Nate James and Jon 
Scheyer to men’s associate basketball 
head coaches. 

FLORIDA STATE — Announced men’s 
sophomore basketball G CJ Walker is 
leaving the program. 

LOUISVILLE - Named Chris Mack 
men’s basketball coach. 

MEMPHIS - Named Kevin Clune se¬ 
nior defensive assistant. 

MINNESOTA - Named Bob Motzko 
men’s hockey coach. 

NEBRASKA — Announced G James 
Palmer Jr. and F Copeland Jr. have de¬ 
clared for the NBA Draft. 

NEW MEXICO — Announced senior F 
Connor MacDougall and junior F Jachai 
Simmons will be leaving the men’s bas¬ 
ketball team. 

TEXAS — Junior G Kerwin Roach has 
declared for the NBA Draft. 


V Highmore to 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 


GP W L 

x-TampaBay 76 51 21 

X- Boston 75 47 17 

Washington 76 45 24 
Toronto 76 45 24 
Pittsburgh 77 43 28 
Coiumbus 77 43 29 
Phiiadeiphia 77 38 25 
New Jersey 76 40 28 

Fiorida 74 39 28 

Caroiina 77 34 32 
N.Y. Rangers 76 33 35 
N.Y. Isianders 77 32 35 
Montreai 77 28 37 
Detroit 77 28 38 
Ottawa 76 26 39 
Buffaio 76 24 40 


OT Pts GF GA 

4 106 273 217 
11 105 249 194 

7 97 240 223 

7 97 257 216 

6 92 253 238 

5 91 222 211 

14 90 232 231 

8 88 229 228 

85 226 224 
79 215 244 
74 221 245 
74 246 279 
68 196 245 
67 199 239 
63 207 270 
60 177 250 


Western Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

x-Nashviiie 76 49 16 11 109 245 193 

. . 10 104 255 200 

7 103 254 205 
10 98 238 209 

10 94 233 215 

5 91 212 198 

7 91 224 190 

13 91 218 208 

8 90 240 222 

8 86 218 210 

10 80 205 234 

6 74 224 250 

10 72 217 238 

65 201 248 
63 190 242 
point 


x-Winnipeg 76 47 19 

x-Vegas ■” 

San Jose 
Minnesota 
St. Louis 
Los Angeies 
Anaheim 

Coiorado 
Daiias 
Caigary 
Edmonton 
Chicago 
Vancouver 
Arizona 


76 


27 


77 39 30 
77 35 32 
77 34 37 
77 31 36 
77 28 40 

_ 76 26 39 11 

Note: Two points for a wi..,_,_ 

for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to piayoffs. 
x-ciinched piayoff spot 

Monday’s games 
Fiorida 3, N.Y. isianders 0 
Caroiina 4, Ottawa 1 
Buffaio 3, Toronto 2 
Washington 4, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Montreai 4, Detroit 2 
Arizona 4, Tampa Bay 1 
San Jose 4, Chicago 3, SO 
Vegas 4, Coiorado 1 
Los Angeies 3, Caigary 0 

Tuesday’s games 
New Jersey 4, Caroiina 3 
N.Y. isianders 4, Ottawa 3 
Detroit 5, Pittsburgh 2 
Winnipeg 5, Boston 4, SO 
St. Louis 3, San Jose 2, OT 
Nashviiie 2, Minnesota 1, SO 
Daiias 3, Phiiadeiphia 2, OT 
Coiumbus 7, Edmonton 3 
Vancouver 4, Anaheim 1 

Wednesday’s games 
Fiorida at Toronto 
N.Y. Rangers at Washington 
Phiiadeiphia at Coiorado 
Arizona at Vegas 

Thursday’s games 
Detroit at Buffaio 
Tampa Bay at Boston 
Pittsburgh at New Jersey 
Fiorida at Ottawa 
San Jose at Nashviiie 
Daiias at Minnesota 
Winnipeg at Chicago 
Coiumbus at Caigary 
Edmonton at Vancouver 
Arizona at Los Angeies 

Friday’s games 
Caroiina at Washington 
Toronto at N.Y. isianders 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Rangers 
Chicago at Coiorado 
Los Angeies at Anaheim 
St. Louis at Vegas 

Tuesday 

Predators 2, Wild 1 (SO) 

Minnesota 0 0 1 0—1 

Nashviiie 1 0 0 0-2 

Nashviiie won shootout 1-0 
First Period—1, Nashviiie, Josi 12 (Tur¬ 
ns), 2:51. 

Third Period—2, Minnesota, Staai 40 
(Graniund), 16:45. 

Shootout—Minnesota 0 (Niederre- 
iter NG, Parise NG, Koivu NG), Nashviiie 1 
(TurrisG, Eiiis NG). 

Shots on Goai—Minnesota 4-7-9-3—23. 
Nashviiie 11-10-7-1-29. 

Power-piay opportunities—M i n nesota 
0 of 2; Nashviiie 0 of 4. 

Goaiies—Minnesota, Dubnyk 32-14-7 
(29 shots-28 saves). Nashville, Rinne 41- 
11-4 (23-22). 

A-17,424 (17,113). T-2:47. 

Jets 5, Bruins 4 (SO) 

Boston 1 0 3 0—4 

Winnipeg 1 2 1 0-5 

Winnipeg won shootout 2-1 
First Period—1, Winnipeg, Tanev 5 
(Copp, Lowry), 5:33. 2, Boston, Donato 3, 
19:07. 

Second Period—3, Winnipeg, Tanev 
6 (Lowry), 0:16. 4, Winnipeg, Morrow 6 
(Wheeler, Scheifele), 6:25. 

Third Period—5, Boston, FJeinen 14, 
1:45 (pp). 6, Boston, Pastrnak 31 (March- 
and, Krug), 3:36 (pp). 7, Winnipeg, Tanev 
7, 4:29 (sh). 8, Boston, Krug 14 (March- 
and), 8:06 (pp). 

Shootout—Boston 1 (Donato G, Pas¬ 
trnak NG, Marchand NG, Heinen NG), 
Winnipeg 2 (Little NG, Scheifele G, 
Wheeler NG, LaineG). 

Shots on Goai—Boston 9-11-9-3—32. 
Winnipeg 9-12-7-4-32. 

Power-piay opportunities—Boston 3 
of 5; Winnipeg 0 of 1. 

Goaiies—Boston, Khudobin 15-6-6 (32 
shots-28 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 
40-11-9 (32-28). 

A-15,321 (15,294). T-3:16. 



Darryl Dyck, The Canadian Press/AP 


Canucks goalie Jacob Markstrom watches the puck after making 
a giove save against the Anaheim Ducks on Tuesday, in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. Markstrom finished with 23 saves. 


Red Wings 5, Penguins 2 

Pittsburgh 10 1-2 

Detroit 1 2 2-5 

First Period—1, Pittsburgh, Crosby 27 
(Guentzel), 0:38. 2, Detroit, Kronwall 4 
(Helm, Larkin), 16:43. 

Second Period—3, Detroit, Nielsen 
16 (Hicketts, Frk), 14:28 (pp). 4, Detroit, 
Glendening 10 (Helm, Jensen), 15:09. 

Third Period—5, Detroit, Helm 10 (Lar¬ 
kin, Hicketts), 6:21. 6, Pittsburgh, Letang 
7 (Hornqvist, Malkin), 16:44. 7, Detroit, 
Glendening 11 (DeKeyser, Daley), 18:32. 

Shots on Goai—Pittsburgh 6-6-12—24. 
Detroit 10-10-6-26. 

Power-piay opportunities—Pittsburgh 
0 of 2; Detroit 1 of 2. 

Goaiies—Pittsburgh, Murray 24-15-3 
(25 shots-21 saves). Detroit, Howard 20- 
27-8 (24-22). 

A-19,515 (20,000). T-2:29. 


Stars 3, Flyers 2 (OT) 

Phiiadeiphia 110 0—2 

Daiias 110 1-3 

First Period—1, Dallas, Faksa 15 
(Roussel, Hamhuis), 10:50. 2, Philadel¬ 
phia, Konecny 23 (Gostisbehere, Giroux), 
16:51. 

Second Period—3, Philadelphia, Prov- 
orov 14 (Simmonds, Gostisbehere), 2:03. 
4, Dallas, Ritchie 7 (Radulov, Seguin), 

10:11 (pp). 

Overtime—5, Dallas, Radulov 27 
(Seguin, Klingberg), 0:40. 

Shots on Goai—Philadelphia 11-8-14— 
33. Dallas 10-5-6-2-23. 

Power-piay opportunities—Philadel¬ 
phia 0 of 2; Dallas 1 of 2. 

Goaiies—Philadelphia, Mrazek 13-12-6 
(23 shots-20 saves). Dallas, Lehtonen 13- 
13-3 (33-31). 

A-17,247 (18,532). T-2:36. 


Devils 4, Hurricanes 3 

Carolina 2 0 1—3 

New Jersey 1 1 2-4 

First Period—1, New Jersey, Zacha 7 
(Hall, Palmieri), 5:47. 2, Carolina, Di Gi¬ 
useppe 5 (Skinner, Lindholm), 11:41. 3, 
Carolina, Foegele 2 (Stempniak, Ryan), 
16:53. 

Second Period—4, New Jersey, Palm¬ 
ieri 22 (Hall, Butcher), 14:07 (pp). 

Third Period—5, Carolina, Hanifin 10 
(Skinner, van Riemsdyk), 3:39. 6, New 
Jersey, Palmieri 23 (Butcher, Hall), 11:05 
(pp). 7, New Jersey, Noesen 12 (Greene, 
Grabner), 18:27. 

Shots on Goai-Carolina 17-10-7-34. 
New Jersey 13-17-15-45. 

Power-piay opportunities—Carolina 0 
of 3; New Jersey 2 of 4. 

Goaiies—Carolina, Darling 12-19-7 (45 
shots-41 saves). New Jersey, Kinkaid 22- 
10-2 (34-31). 

A-15,521 (16,514). T-2:52. 

Islanders 4, Senators 3 

N.Y. isianders 12 1-4 

Ottawa 2 0 1-3 

First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 39 
(Pelech, Tavares), 6:15 (pp). 2, Ottawa, 
Duchene 24 (Ryan, Pageau), 12:54 (pp). 
3, Ottawa, Karlsson 9 (Ryan, Duchene), 
14:49. 

Second Period—4, N.Y. Islanders, 
Beauvillier 17 (Eberle, Barzal), 1:23.5, N.Y. 
Islanders, Nelson 18 (Fritz, Ladd), 18:42. 

Third Period—6 , Ottawa, Ryan 11 
(Duchene, Dzingel), 15:26. 7, N.Y. Island¬ 
ers, Ladd 11 (Hickey, Barzal), 17:57. 

Shots on Goai—N.Y. Islanders 15-7- 
9-31. Ottawa 8-13-15-36. 

Power-piay opportunities—N.Y. Is¬ 
landers 1 of 2; Ottawa 1 of 4. 

Goaiies—N.Y. Islanders, Halak 19-26-6 
(36 shots-33 saves). Ottawa, Condon 5- 
16-5 (31-27). 

A-15,284 (18,572). T-2:27. 

Blues 3, Sharks 2 (OT) 

San Jose 110 0-2 

St. Louis 110 1-3 

First Period—1, San Jose, Kane 29 
(Karlsson, Burns), 6:26. 2, St. Louis, Sun- 
dqvist 1 (Dunn, Parayko), 17:43. 

Second Period—3, San Jose, Pavelski 
20 (Burns), 7:07 (pp). 4, St. Louis, Tarasen¬ 
ko 30 (Pietrangelo, Schenn), 12:03 (pp). 

Overtime—5, St. Louis, Tarasenko 31 
(Sobotka), 2:33. 

Shots on Goai—San Jose 8-9-7—24. St. 
Louis 7-13-9-3-32. 

Power-piay opportunities—San Jose 1 
of 2; St. Louis 1 of1. 

Goaiies-San Jose, Dell 15-5-4 (32 
shots-29 saves). St. Louis, Allen 27-21-2 
(24-22). 

A-18,947 (19,150). T-2:29. 


Blue Jackets 7, Oilers 3 

Coiumbus 3 3 1—7 

Edmonton 3 0 0—3 

First Period—1, Edmonton, Nugent- 
Hopkins 22 (McDavid), 3:37. 2, Edmonton, 
McDavid 40 (Benning, Nugent-Hopkins), 
6:06 (sh). 3, Edmonton, Caggiula 13 (Mc¬ 
David, DraisaitI), 10:08 (pp). 4, Columbus, 
Vanek 22 (Jenner, Murray), 12:39. 5, Co¬ 
lumbus, Panarin 26 (Dubois, Werenski), 
13:31. 6, Columbus, Vanek 23 (Savard, 
Wennberg), 16:40. 

Second Period—7, Columbus, Jenner 
12 (Vanek, Wennberg), 1:38.8, Columbus, 
Atkinson 20 (Dubois), 6:24. 9, Columbus, 
Vanek 24 (Jenner, Cole), 15:02. 

Third Period—10, Columbus, Nutivaara 
6 (Panarin), 11:57. 

Shots on Goai—Columbus 14-9-4—27. 
Edmonton 11-5-9—25. 

Power-piay opportunities—Columbus 
0 of 3; Edmonton 1 of 3. 

Goaiies—Columbus, Bobrovsky 35-22- 
5 (25 shots-22 saves). Edmonton, Bros- 
soit 3-7-1 (9-7), Talbot 29-28-3 (18-13). 
A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:33. 

Canucks 4, Ducks 1 

Anaheim 0 1 0—1 

Vancouver 1 0 3—4 

First Period—1, Vancouver, Gagner 9 
(H.Sedin, D.Sedin), 10:07. 

Second Period—2, Anaheim, Cogliano 
9 (Beauchemin, Kesler), 17:06. 

Third Period—3, Vancouver, Biega 1 
(Archibald, Sutter), 3:03. 4, Vancouver, 
Sutter 9, 8:30. 5, Vancouver, Sutter 10, 
19:44. 

Shots on Goai-Anaheim 9-9-6-24. 
Vancouver 15-7-8—30. 

Power-piay opportunities—Anaheim 0 
of 2; Vancouver 0 of 1. 

Goaiies—Anaheim, Gibson 30-18-7 (29 
shots-26 saves). Vancouver, Markstrom 
21-26-6 (24-23). 

A-18,405 (18,910). T-2:22. 

Scoring leaders 

Through Tuesday 

GP G A PTS 

Connor McDavid, EDM 77 40 62 102 
Nikita Kucherov, TB 74 38 58 96 

Evgeni Malkin, PIT 73 42 51 93 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 68 38 54 92 


Claude Giroux, PHI 
Anze Kopitar, LA 
Steven Stamkos, TB 
Blake Wheeler, WPG 
Taylor Hall, NJ 
Phil Kessel, PIT 
Sidney Crosby, PIT 
Alex Ovechkin, WAS 
Brad Marchand, BOS 
Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 
2 tied with 80 pts. 
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Predators edge 
Wild in shootout 


Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The 
checklist for the Nashville Preda¬ 
tors is getting shorter as the regu¬ 
lar season winds down. 

Kyle Turris scored the only 
goal in the shootout to lift the 
Predators over the Minnesota 
Wild 2-1 Tuesday night to snap a 
three-game skid. 

The win clinched the defending 
Western Conference champions 
home-ice advantage for the first 
round of the playoffs. The fran¬ 
chise’s first Central Division title 
also is in reach, with Nashville 
leading Winnipeg by five points 
for both the top seed in the West 
and in the division with six games 
remaining apiece. Nashville 
wrapped up its division schedule 
by going 18-5-3. 

“We took another step closer 
tonight to achieving that goal and 
keep on getting wins, and finish 
as high as we can,” Predators 
forward Scott Hartnell said. “It’s 
just been great efforts the whole 
year long, and especially tonight 
a big effort by everybody.” 

Nashville also moved three 
points ahead of Tampa Bay in the 
chase for the Presidents’ Trophy 
and home-ice advantage through¬ 
out the playoffs. The Predators 
visit Tampa Bay on Sunday. 

Roman Josi scored for Nash¬ 
ville, and Pekka Rinne made 22 
saves. 

Rinne turned away Nino Nie- 
derreiter in the shootout. Zach 
Parise’s attempt went wide left, 
and Rinne stopped Mikko Koivu 
to clinch it. 

“I thought it was our best game 
for a while now,” Josi said. “I 
thought we played really well. 
I thought we played really well 
defensively, they didn’t have too 
many chances, and [Rinne] was 
there for us whenever they did 
have a chance. I thought it was 
a complete effort from us, and 


it’s good to be back in the win 
column.” 

Eric Staai tied it for Minnesota 
with 3:15 left on his 40th goal this 
season. 

Devan Dubnyk made 28 saves 
as Minnesota snapped a five- 
game point streak. The Wild still 
won the season series against 
Nashville, 3-2. 

The Predators thought they 
had scored 40 seconds into over¬ 
time on a slap shot by Ryan Ellis. 
Minnesota challenged for offside, 
and the goal was overturned on 
review because Turris’ right 
skate was a few inches ahead of 
the puck past the blue line. 

Jets 5, Bruins 4 (SO): Patrik 
Laine scored the deciding goal in 
the shootout, Brandon Tanev had 
his first career hat trick and host 
Winnipeg beat Boston to cap a 
perfect six-game homestand. 

Canucks 4, Ducks 1: Brandon 
Sutter had two goals and an assist 
to lift host Vancouver. 

Blues 3, Sharks 2 (OT): Vladi¬ 
mir Tarasenko scored his second 
goal of the game in overtime to 
lift host St. Louis over San Jose. 

Devils 4, Hurricanes 3: Stefan 
Noesen scored on a rebound with 
1:33 to play and host New Jersey 
continued its playoff push. 

Blue Jackets 7, Oilers 3: 
Thomas Vanek had three goals 
and an assist to lift visiting Co¬ 
lumbus over Edmonton. 

Red Wings 5, Penguins 2: 
Luke Glendening scored twice, 
Darren Helm matched his career 
high with three points and host 
Detroit beat Pittsburgh. 

Stars 3, Flyers 2 (OT): Alex¬ 
ander Radulov scored 40 seconds 
into overtime as host Dallas beat 
Philadelphia to end an eight-game 
winless streak. 

Islanders 4, Senators 3: An¬ 
drew Ladd scored the tiebreaking 
goal late in the third period to lift 
visiting New York over Ottawa. 



Mark Zaleski/AP 


Minnesota Wild defenseman Nate Prosser, left, shoves Predators 
right wing Ryan Hartman during the second period of Tuesday’s 
game in Nashville, Tenn. The Predators won 2-1 in a shootout. 
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Wade, Heat stifle 
LeBron, Cavaliers 


Associated Press 

MIAMI — Dwyane Wade is 
completely convinced LeBron 
James is still the best basketball 
player in the world. 

And the Miami Heat accepted 
the challenge of slowing him 
down. 

Kelly Olynyk scored a game- 
high 19 points, Wade blocked a 
pair of shots by James as part 
of a stifling defensive effort by 
Miami, and the Heat had little 
trouble on the way to beating 
the Cleveland Cavaliers 98-79 on 
Tuesday night. 

Wade finished with four blocks, 
two of them from behind to thwart 
James, and afterward the close 
friends got together and laughed 
like always. 

“That’s one thing about us 
— we don’t brag about what we 
do against each other,” James 
said. “We talk about what we do 
against everybody else.” 

Josh Richardson and James 
Johnson each scored 15 points for 
Miami, which led 54-34 at half¬ 
time and has won 10 of its last 11 
home games. Wade finished with 
12 against the team he spent part 
of this season with before getting 
traded back to Miami. 

“We did a great job,” Wade said. 
“One of our best defensive games 
since I’ve been here, for sure.” 

The Heat held Cleveland to a 
season-low point total, a shock¬ 
ing number when considering the 
Cavs had scored 120 in each of 
their previous four games. James 
finished with 18 points for the Cav¬ 
aliers, who were without Kevin 
Love in the second half because 
of what was initially diagnosed as 
a loose tooth and then changed to 
concussion-like symptoms. 

Love, who was hurt 1:22 into 
the game after taking an elbow 
from Heat center Jordan Mickey, 
will be evaluated again Wednes¬ 
day to see if he needs to enter the 
NBAs concussion protocol. 

“What hurt us more was our 
rotation was in disarray,” James 
said. “We have a great rotation 
thing down the last few games 
and for a guy to go down that 
early it kind of messed that up.” 

Rockets 118, Bulls 86: Eric 
Gordon scored 31 points and tied 
a career high with eight three- 
pointers on a night James Harden 
sat out to rest, and host Houston 
got its 10th straight win. 

Wizards 116, Spurs 106: 
Markieff Morris shot 7-for-7 from 
the floor for 15 points, Otto Porter 
Jr. added 14 and host Washington 
beat San Antonio to snap a three- 
game losing streak. 

Pacers 92, Warriors 81: In- 
jury-plagued Golden State again 
lacked the firepower to finish off 
an opponent, and Victor Oladipo 
scored 24 points in visiting Indi¬ 
ana’s victory over the defending 
champions. 

Nick Young scored 12 points as 



Daniel A. Varela, Miami Herald/TNS 


The Heat’s Dwyane Wade, right, 
is guarded by the Cavaliers’ 
LeBron James during the second 
quarter in Miami on Tuesday. 

Golden State, playing without its 
four All-Stars for a second straight 
game, lost back-to-back contests 
for only the ninth time during 
coach Steve Kerr’s four seasons. 

Trail Blazers 107, Pelicans 
103: Damian Lillard scored 
20 of his 41 points in the fourth 
quarter, and Portland beat host 
New Orleans. 

Lillard hit his first six shots of 
the fourth quarter, including two 
three-pointers, to push Portland 
into its first lead since early in the 
first quarter. 

Raptors 114, Nuggets 110: 

DeMar DeRozan, Jonas Valan- 
ciunas, and Fred VanVleet each 
scored 15 points and host Toronto 
beat Denver. 

Jakob Poeltl scored all of his 12 
points in the fourth quarter, in¬ 
cluding eight straight for Toronto 
at one stretch. 

Clippers 105, Bucks 98: To¬ 
bias Harris scored 19 points, 
DeAndre Jordan had a double¬ 
double and host Los Angeles ral¬ 
lied after blowing a 16-point lead 
to beat Milwaukee and boost its 
playoff hopes. 

Mavericks 103, Kings 97: 

Harrison Barnes had 20 points, 
six assists and five rebounds, and 
Dallas beat Sacramento while 
protesters forced a lockdown of 
Goldenl Center for the second 
time in six days. 

Dennis Smith Jr. added 19 
points and six assists in his sec¬ 
ond game back from an ankle 
injury. Doug McDermott scored 
seven of his 15 points during a 
big run in the fourth quarter, and 
Aaron Harrison and Johnathan 
Motley had 10 points apiece to 
help Dallas end a five-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

Outside the arena, demon¬ 
strators gathered to protest the 
March 18 fatal police shooting of 
Stephon Clark, an unarmed 22- 
year-old black man who was in 
his grandparents’ backyard. 


Eastern Conference 


x-Indiana 

Washington 

Miami 

Miiwaukee 


W L Pet GB 

55 20 .733 - 

51 23 .689 3'/2 

44 30 .595 lO'A 

43 30 .589 11 

44 31 .587 11 

41 33 .554 13'/2 

40 35 .533 15 

39 35 .527 15'/2 


Detroit 

Chariotte 

New York 

Chicago 

Brookiyn 

Oriando 

Atianta 


34 40 .459 20'/2 

34 41 .453 21 

27 48 .360 28 

24 50 .324 30'/2 

23 51 .311 31'/2 

22 51 .301 32 

21 53 .284 33'/2 


Western Conference 


y-Houston 

y-Goiden State 

Portiand 

OkiahomaCity 

San Antonio 

NewOrieans 

Utah 

Minnesota 


L Pet GB 

14 .813 - 

20 .730 6'/2 

28 .622 14'/2 

31 .587 17 

32 .573 18 

32 .573 18 

32 .568 18y2 

33 .560 19 


L.A. Ciippers 40 34 .541 20'/2 

Denver 40 35 .533 21 

L.A. Lakers 32 41 .438 28 

Sacramento 24 51 .320 37 

Daiias 23 51 .311 37'/2 

Memphis 20 54 .270 40'/2 

Phoenix 19 56 .253 42 

x-clinched piayoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Tuesday’s games 
Washington 116, San Antonio 106 
Toronto 114, Denver 110 
Houston 118, Chicago 86 
Miami 98, Cieveiand 79 
Portland 107, New Orleans 103 
Dallas 103, Sacramento 97 
Indiana 92, Golden State 81 
L.A. Clippers 105, Milwaukee 98 
Wednesday’s games 
Brooklyn at Orlando 
Cleveland at Charlotte 
New York at Philadelphia 
Atlanta at Minnesota 
Portland at Memphis 
Boston at Utah 
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix 
Dallas at L.A. Lakers 

Thursday’s games 
Washington at Detroit 
Chicago at Miami 
Oklahoma City at San Antonio 
Indiana at Sacramento 
Milwaukee at Golden State 
Friday’s games 
Chicago at Orlando 
Philadelphia at Atlanta 
Denver at Oklahoma City 
New Orleans at Cleveland 
Phoenix at Houston 
Minnesota at Dallas 
Memphis at Utah 
L.A. Clippers at Portland 
Milwaukee at L.A. Lakers 

Tuesday 

Clippers 105, Bucks 98 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 7-17 5-6 22, 
Antetokounmpo 10-16 5-9 26, Henson 4- 
7 0-0 8, Bledsoe 6-10 2-3 14, Terry 4-7 0-1 

10, Parker 1-12 0-0 2, Zeller 3-6 2-2 8, Jen¬ 
nings 0-2 0-0 0, Snell 2-2 0-0 4, Muham¬ 
mad 1-3 2-2 4, Brown 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 38- 
83 16-23 98. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Johnson 3-9 0-0 9, Har¬ 
ris 8-17 0-1 19, Jordan 5-9 2-4 12, Rivers 
5-11 0-1 13, Teodosic 4-5 1-2 13, Dekker 

1-1 1-2 4, Harrell 3-5 0-0 6, Marjanovic 2- 
2 1-2 5, Evans 0-0 0-0 0, Wallace 1-6 0-0 
2, Thornwell 3-5 0-0 6, L.Williams 5-16 5-6 
16. Totals 40-86 10-18 105. 

Milwaukee 29 27 26 16- 98 

L.A. Clippers 35 27 16 27-105 

Three-point goals—Milwaukee 6-23 
(Middleton 3-7, Terry 2-5, Antetokounmpo 

1-2, Jennings 0-1, Brown 0-1, Bledsoe 0-3, 
Parker 0-4), L.A. 15-28 (Teodosic 4-5, Riv¬ 
ers 3-6, Johnson 3-6, Harris 3-6, Dekker 

1- 1, L.Williams 1-4). Rebounds—Milwau¬ 
kee 44 (Antetokounmpo, Bledsoe 9), L.A. 
Clippers 41 (Jordan 16). Assists—Milwau¬ 
kee 24 (Antetokounmpo 7), L.A. Clippers 
23 (Harris 5). Total Fouls—Milwaukee 14, 
L.A. 23. Technicals—L.A. coach (Defen¬ 
sive three second). A—19,068 (19,060). 

Heat 98, Cavaliers 79 

CLEVELAND - James 7-18 4-5 18, Green 

2- 10 1-2 5, Love 0-2 1-1 1, Calderon 4-8 2-2 

11, Hill 2-6 0-0 4, Zizic 1-1 0-0 2, Nance Jr. 

2-5 0-0 4, Thompson 1-3 4-8 6, Perrantes 
0-0 0-0 0, Hood 6-13 1-1 15, Smith 1-4 0-0 

2, Holland 0-2 0-0 0, Clarkson 5-13 0-0 11. 
Totals 31-85 13-19 79. 

MIAMI - Richardson 6-13 2-2 15, 
J.Johnson 7-11 1-1 15, Mickey 3-6 1-2 7, 
Dragic 4-8 0-0 10, T.Johnson 2-9 2-2 7, Bab¬ 
bitt 0-0 0-0 0, Winslow 1-5 5-6 7, Jones Jr. 
0-0 0-0 0, Olynyk 7-9 2-5 19, McGruder 0-1 
0-0 0, Ellington 2-5 0-0 6, Wade 5-11 2-2 12. 
Totals 37-78 15-20 98. 

Cleveland 18 16 25 20-79 

Miami 29 25 21 23-98 

Three-point goals—Cleveland 4-26 
(Hood 2-5, Calderon 1-3, Clarkson 1- 

3, Smith 0-1, Holland 0-1, Love 0-2, Hill 
0-3, Green 0-4, James 0-4), Miami 9-29 
(Olynyk 3-4, Dragic 2-4, Ellington 2-5, 
T.Johnson 1-4, Richardson 1-5, Mickey 
0-1, Wade 0-1, Winslow 0-2, J.Johnson 0- 
3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Cleve¬ 
land 42 (Thompson 13), Miami 44 (Win¬ 
slow, J.Johnson 9). Assists—Cleveland 15 
(James 7), Miami 24 (Dragic, J.Johnson 
5). Total Fouls—Cleveland 18, Miami 18. 
Technicals—Miami coach Heat (Defen¬ 
sive three second). A-20,093 (19,600). 



Nick Wass/AP 

Spurs guard Tony Parker, right, loses the ball as he is fouled by 
Wizards guard Tomas Satoransky on Tuesday in Washington. 


Pacers 92, Warriors 81 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 7-13 0-0 17, 
T.Young 8-17 1-2 17, Turner 2-7 1-2 5, Col- 
lison 1-7 1-1 3, Oladipo 9-12 4-5 24, Robin¬ 
son III 3-6 0-0 7, Booker 1-1 0-0 2, Sabonis 

3-3 1-2 7, Joseph 2-7 0-0 4, Stephenson 3-8 
0-0 6. Totals 39-81 8-12 92. 

GOLDEN STATE - McCaw 3-9 0-0 6, 
Bell 2-7 0-0 4, Pachulia 2-4 0-0 4, Cook 5-17 
0-0 11, N.Young 4-11 2-2 12, West 3-8 2-2 8, 
Looney 3-5 1-2 8, McGee 4-9 1-2 9, Jones 
0-0 0-0 0, Livingston 4-6 0-0 8, Iguodala 5- 
10 0-1 11. Totals 35-86 6-9 81. 

Indiana 18 21 29 24-92 

Golden State 27 21 22 11-81 

Three-point goals—Indiana 6-21 (Bog¬ 
danovic 3-6, Oladipo 2-3, Robinson III 1-3, 
Turner 0-1, Joseph 0-1, T.Young 0-2, Ste¬ 
phenson 0-2, Colllson 0-3), Golden State 
5-17 (N.Young 2-5, Looney 1-1, Iguodala 1- 
4, Cook 1-6, McCaw 0-1). Fouled Out—Mc¬ 
Gee. Rebounds—Indiana 38 (T.Young 10), 
Golden State 51 (Looney 11). Assists—In¬ 
diana 22 (Oladipo 6), Golden State 21 
(Cook 7). Total Fouls—Indiana 14, Golden 
State 17. A-19,596 (19,596). 

Mavericks 103, Kings 97 

DALLAS - Barnes 6-12 5-6 20, Kleber 

3- 6 0-0 6, Nowitzki 2-9 0-0 5, Smith Jr. 6-12 

4- 4 19, Harrison 3-8 2-2 10, McDermott 6-7 
0-0 15, Motley 4-6 2-4 10, Mejri 2-6 2-2 6, 
Ferrell 3-10 1-3 9, Jones 0-2 0-0 0, Collin- 
sworth 1-2 1-4 3. Totals 36-80 17-25 103. 

SACRAMENTO - Jackson 4-11 0-0 10, 
Labissiere 8-15 3-3 19, Cauley-Stein 5-5 
3-6 13, Fox 2-10 1-1 5, Bogdanovic 4-7 1- 
2 10, Sampson 0-3 0-0 0, Cabocio 1-2 0-0 
3, Koufos 7-10 1-1 15, Mason 1-13 6-6 8, 
Carter 0-2 0-0 0, Hield 6-15 0-0 14. Totals 
38-93 15-19 97. 

Dallas 25 28 22 28-103 

Sacramento 20 25 25 27- 97 

Three-point goals—Dallas 14-40 (Mc¬ 
Dermott 3-4, Smith Jr. 3-6, Barnes 3-7, 
Ferrell 2-6, Harrison 2-7, Nowitzki 1-7, 
Jones 0-1, Kleber 0-2), Sacramento 6-23 
(Jackson 2-4, Hield 2-7, Bogdanovic 1-1, 
Cabocio 1-2, Carter 0-1, Sampson 0-1, La¬ 
bissiere 0-1, Fox 0-3, Mason 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 43 (Kleber 
9), Sacramento 45 (Labissiere, Jackson 
8). Assists—Dallas 25 (Barnes, Smith Jr. 
6), Sacramento 25 (Fox 6). Total Fouls— 
Dallas 17, Sacramento 22. 

Wizards 116, Spurs 106 

SAN ANTONIO - Green 3-6 0-0 8, An¬ 
derson 3-4 1-2 7, Aldridge 4-6 5-6 13, Mur¬ 
ray 3-8 0-0 6, Mil Is 4-7 0-0 11, Gay 3-8 2-3 8, 
Bertans 3-9 0-0 8, Gasol 4-10 2-3 10, Lau- 
vergne 4-7 1-2 9, Forbes 3-7 5-7 12, Parker 

2-6 2-4 7, Ginobili 1-4 0-2 3, Paul 2-5 0-4 4. 
Totals 39-87 18-33 106. 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 6-7 0-0 14, 
Morris 7-7 0-0 15, Gortat 5-9 2-3 12, Sa¬ 
toransky 3-6 0-0 7, Beal 3-8 0-0 7, Oubre 
Jr. 4-9 4-4 12, Smith 1-3 2-2 4, Scott 5-12 
0-0 11, Mahinmi 4-7 0-0 8, Frazier 0-0 1-2 
1, Sessions 3-6 4-6 12, Meeks 5-11 1-1 13. 
Totals 46-85 14-18 116. 

San Antonio 24 21 21 40-106 

Washington 21 38 29 28-116 

Three-point goals—San Antonio 10-25 
(Mills 3-6, Green 2-5, Bertans 2-6, Forbes 

1- 1, Parker 1-1, Ginobili 1-2, Gasol 0-1, Paul 
0-1, Gay 0-2), Washington 10-24 (Porter Jr. 

2- 2, Sessions 2-3, Meeks 2-5, Satoransky 
1-1, Morris 1-1, Scott 1-3, Beal 1-4, Smith 
0-1, Oubre Jr. 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—San Antonio 37 (Gasol 6), Wash¬ 
ington 50 (Oubre Jr. 9). Assists—San An¬ 
tonio 29 (Forbes, Mills 6), Washington 33 
(Beal, Sessions 6). Total Fouls—San An¬ 
tonio 17, Washington 27. Technicals—Ou¬ 
bre Jr., Mahinmi. A-19,588 (20,356). 


Trail Blazers 107, 
Pelicans 103 

PORTLAND - Turner 5-10 2-3 14, Aminu 

3-13 2-2 10, Nurkic 10-14 1-1 21, Lillard 18- 
33 2-2 41, McCollum 3-19 0-0 7, E.Davis 2-4 
0-0 4, Leonard 0-0 0-0 0, Collins 0-2 2-2 2, 
Napier 3-6 0-0 8, Connaughton 0-4 0-0 0. 
Totals 44-105 9-10 107. 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 5-12 0-0 11, 
A.Davis 15-24 6-6 36, Okafor 2-4 2-2 6, 
Holiday 9-17 3-3 21, Clark 4-11 0-0 8, Hill 

3-7 1-2 9, Miller 2-9 0-0 5, Diallo 2-4 1-1 5, 
Mirotic 1-6 0-0 2, Drew II 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
43-94 13-14 103. 

Portland 20 26 25 36-107 

NewOrieans 24 25 26 28-103 

Three-point goals—Portland 10-32 
(Lillard 3-9, Napier 2-2, Turner 2-3, Aminu 
2-10, McCollum 1-6, Connaughton 0-1, 
Collins 0-1), New Orleans 4-24 (Hill 2-3, 
Moore 1-5, Miller 1-8, Holiday 0-2, Clark 
0-3, Mirotic 0-3). Fouled Out-None. Re¬ 
bounds—Portland 47 (Aminu, Nurkic 10), 
New Orleans 54 (A.Davis 14). Assists— 
Portland 20 (Lillard 6), New Orleans 28 
(Holiday 11). Total Fouls-Portland 17, 
New Orleans 19. A-15,426 (16,867). 


Rockets 118, Bulls 86 

CHICAGO - Holiday 2-8 0-1 5, Mark- 
kanen 8-15 4-5 22, Felicio 0-1 0-0 0, Payne 
1-7 0-0 2, Nwaba 2-8 2-2 6, Valentine 5-12 
0-2 12, Vonleh 5-9 0-1 10, Portis 5-10 0-0 
11, Grant 1-9 1-2 4, Arcidiacono 0-1 2-2 2, 
Kilpatrick 5-9 1-2 12. Totals 34-89 10-17 
86 . 

HOUSTON - Ariza 6-12 5-5 21, Tucker 

4-9 0-0 9, Nene 4-7 2-2 10, Paul 4-12 2-2 13, 
Gordon 11-17 1-2 31, Black 3-3 1-3 7, Qi 0-1 
0-0 0, Anderson 1-6 0-0 3, Johnson 4-9 2- 
2 10, Green 4-14 5-5 14, Hunter 0-3 0-0 0. 
Totals 41-93 18-21 118. 

Chicago 23 16 18 29- 86 

Houston 31 29 27 31-118 

Three-point goals—Chicago 8-37 
(Markkanen 2-6, Valentine 2-7, Portis 1- 
2, Grant 1-4, Kilpatrick 1-4, Holiday 1-6, 
Arcidiacono 0-1, Vonleh 0-1, Nwaba 0-1, 
Payne 0-5), Houston 18-57 (Gordon 8-13, 
Ariza 4-10, Paul 3-9, Anderson 1-5, Tucker 
1-5, Green 1-9, QI 0-1, Hunter 0-2, Johnson 
0-3). Rebounds—Chicago 51 (Vonleh 12), 
Houston 46 (Tucker 8). Assists—Chicago 
17 (Grant, Payne, Vonleh, Valentine 3), 
Houston 28 (Paul 10). Total Fouls—Chica¬ 
go 17, Houston 12. Technicals—Chicago 
coach Bulls (Defensive three second) 2, 
Houston coach Rockets (Defensive three 
second). A-18,055 (18,055). 


Raptors 114, Nuggets 110 


DENVER - Chandler 3-7 0-0 7, Mlllsap 
9-12 1-1 20, Jokic 11-21 4-4 29, Murray 6-18 
1-1 15, Barton 4-15 0-0 10, Lyles 5-6 0-0 13, 
Plumlee 2-4 2-2 6, D.Harris 1-5 5-6 7, Craig 
1-1 0-0 3. Totals 42-89 13-14 110. 
TORONTO - Anunoby 3-6 0-0 7, Ibaka 6- 
11 0-0 13, Valanciunas 6-10 3-4 15, Lowry 
4-10 0-0 11, DeRozan 7-12 0-0 15, Powell 
1-2 0-0 3, Miles 2-11 0-0 5, Siakam 5-10 2-2 
12, Poeltl 6-8 0-0 12, Nogueira 0-1 0-0 0, 
VanVleet 5-7 2-3 15, Wright 2-4 0-0 6. To¬ 
tals 47-92 7-9 114. 


Denver 23 35 27 25-110 

Toronto 25 33 24 32-114 

Three-point goals—Denver 13-30 
(Lyles 3-4, Jokic 3-7, Barton 2-7, Murray 
2-7, Craig 1-1, Chandler 1-1, Millsap 1-1, 
D.Harris 0-2), Toronto 13-34 (VanVleet 3-4, 
Lowry 3-6, Wright 2-2, Powell 1-2, Anuno¬ 
by 1-2, DeRozan 1-3, Ibaka 1-4, Miles 1-7, 
Valanciunas 0-1, Nogueira 0-1, Siakam 
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Den¬ 
ver 40 (Jokic 16), Toronto 37 (Poeltl 8). 
Assists—Denver 26 (Jokic 8), Toronto 33 
(Lowry, DeRozan 8). Total Fouls—Denver 
16, Toronto 18. A-19,800 (19,800). 
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SPORTS BRIEFS _ 

Foul call: LA game ends after sewage spill 



Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES—Spring train¬ 
ing came to a repulsive end Tues¬ 
day night at Dodger Stadium. 

The exhibition finale between 
the Angels and Dodgers was cut 
short because of a foul-smelling 
leak that spilled sewage onto the 
field in the fifth inning. 

The game was called after a 
32-minute delay with two outs in 
the bottom of the fifth, giving the 
Dodgers a 4-3 victory over their 
Los Angeles rivals. The water 
main leak left a brown mess pool¬ 
ing near the Dodgers’ dugout in 
foul territory as the grounds crew 
spread a drying agent and worked 
to clean up. 

“I’m not going to tell you what 
it really was,” Dodgers outfield¬ 
er Andrew Toles said. “That’s 
messed up. It’s nasty.” 

There was definitely an undeni¬ 
able stench, according to players. 

“I thought it was Gatorade 
or something coming from the 
stands. I don’t know. They said 
it was the sewer,” Toles said. “I 
smelled it. It was nasty, man.” 

After about 10 minutes of 
waiting on the field, both teams 
returned to their respective dug- 
outs. Umpire crew chief Gerry 
Davis announced the delay as of¬ 
ficials tried to determine if it was 
a stadium or city issue. 

“Apparently, there was a pipe 
backup on two different levels of 
the stadium,” Dodgers president 
and CEO Stan Kasten said after 
the game. “We don’t know exactly 
where the backup was, or what 
caused it. It had something to do 
with a main pipe here, as well as 
main pipe outside the stadium.” 

Because the losing team had at 
least five chances to bat, the final 
score and statistics will count as 
an official game in spring train¬ 
ing records. Matt Kemp homered 
in the fourth to give the Dodgers 
a 4-3 lead. 

“You can always say you’ve 
seen everything, but we haven’t 
seen something like that,” Angels 
manager Mike Scioscia said. “It’s 
unfortunate. We’re all winding 
down spring training. You want 
to finish strong. When you had 
a lake forming around the third 
base area that wasn’t going to 
stop, it’s just unfortunate.” 

Both teams open the regular 
season Thursday, with the Dodg¬ 


ers hosting the rival San Francis¬ 
co Giants and the Angels playing 
in Oakland — where leaking sew¬ 
age at the old Coliseum has been 
a problem several times in recent 
years. 

NFLs new helmet rule 
could use video review 

ORLANDO, Fla. — The NFL’s 
new rule outlawing a player from 
lowering his head to initially 
make any sort of hit with his hel¬ 
met likely will be included in re¬ 
play reviews for officials. 

That has not been decided yet, 
but Commissioner Roger Goodell 
and competition committee 
chairman Rich McKay made it 
clear Wednesday that video re¬ 
views probably will be part of the 
process. 

“If we’re able to have replay 
confirm one of these fouls and 
also confirms a player be eject¬ 
ed,” Goodell said as the league 
meetings concluded, “I think 
there is more confidence among 
the coaches it will be called 
accurately.” 

After noting the unanimous 
approval of the new rule among 
coaches, Goodell said on-field of¬ 
ficials felt the same way. 


“We think that is appropriate to 
do and it would be the first time 
we use replay for safety or in re¬ 
spect to any kind of foul,” Goodell 
added. 

Late Tuesday, the owners re¬ 
wrote the rule on using the hel¬ 
met, making it a 15-yard penalty 
for any player to lower his head 
to initiate any hit with the hel¬ 
met. McKay called it “a signifi¬ 
cant change,” noting that it was 
a “technique too dangerous for 
the player doing it and the player 
being hit.” 

Earlier, owners passed two 
more rules changes. 

Most noteworthy, the league 
eliminated the requirement that a 
team that scores a winning touch¬ 
down at the end of regulation kick 
the extra point or go for a 2-point 
conversion. 

Teen Weah makes debut 
in win over Paraguay 

CARY, N.C. — Tim Weah made 
his U. S. debut, Bobby Wood scored 
on a penalty kick and the Ameri¬ 
cans beat Paraguay 1-0 in an ex¬ 
hibition Tuesday night for their 
first win in three games under 
interim coach Dave Sarachan. 

Weah, the 18-year-old son of Li¬ 


berian president and 1995 FIFA 
Player of the Year George Weah, 
entered in the 86th minute and 
was pulled down three minutes 
later by Derlin Gonzalez. Weah 
made his debut for Paris Saint- 
Germain on March 3, less than 
two weeks after his birthday, and 
the midfielder became the first 
player bom in the 2000s to play 
for the US. national team. 

Midfielder Marky Delgado and 
forward Andrija Novakovich also 
made their US. debuts. Sarachan 
has given three players debuts in 
each game since taking over for 
Bruce Arena, who quit in Novem¬ 
ber after the US. failed to qualify 
for the World Cup. 

FIFA probes Russian 
racism against France 

ST. PETERSBURG, Russia 
— FIFA has opened an investiga¬ 
tion after France national soccer 
team players were racially abused 
by fans in Russia, less than three 
months before the country hosts 
the World Cup. 

Monkey chants could be heard 
from the crowd in St. Petersburg 
on Tuesday when black French 
players touched the ball in a 
friendly against Russia. The abuse 


was also audible on a TV broadcast 
after Paul Pogba scored France’s 
second goal in a 3-1 win. 

FIFA said Wednesday in a state¬ 
ment it was collecting evidence 
and would contact the anti-dis¬ 
crimination Fare Network, which 
helps world soccer’s governing 
body investigate racism cases. 

G League player had 
‘sudden cardiac death’ 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A 
medical examiner has deter¬ 
mined Zeke Upshaw, a swingman 
for the Detroit Pistons’ G League 
affiliate, suffered a “sudden car¬ 
diac death” after collapsing on 
the court. 

WOOD-TV reports Kent Coun¬ 
ty medical examiner Dr. Stephen 
Cohle conducted an autopsy 
Tuesday, though the investigation 
will continue for a few weeks. The 
26-year-old Grand Rapids Drive 
guard collapsed Saturday during 
a game against the Long Island 
Nets, and died Monday. 

Cohle says he observed some 
“cardiac abnormalities,” and he’s 
working to determine the exact 
type of heart disease. 

Upshaw, who played for Illinois 
State and Hofstra, was undrafted 
and played internationally in Slo¬ 
venia and Luxembourg. He spent 
most of the last two seasons with 
the Drive, appearing in 75 games 
primarily as a reserve and aver¬ 
aging 7.6 points. 

Spartans’ Bridges 
entering NBA Draft 

EAST LANSING, Mich. 
— Michigan State star Miles 
Bridges is skipping his final two 
seasons of eligibility and entering 
the NBA Draft. 

The school announced Bridges’ 
departure Wednesday. It came as 
no surprise after a fine season in 
which he was named a second- 
team All-American by The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. 

Bridges weighed the idea of 
going pro last year as well, but he 
decided to stay in school, turning 
this season’s team into a national 
title contender. Michigan State 
won the Big Ten but lost in the 
second round of the NCAA Tour¬ 
nament to Syracuse. 


MOS MILITARY AUTOSOURCE 

The race to the finish Is on! 
Get slam dunk savings 
up to $6,250. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Best players often not top NBA picks 


College productivity doesn’t always translate into pro potential in scouts’ eyes 

By Aaron Beard 

Associated Press 


RALEIGH, N.C. — Duke’s Marvin 
Bagley III, Arizona’s Deandre Ayton and 
Oklahoma’s Trae Young are certain high 
NBA Draft picks, one of them could easily 
be the top overall selection. 

Still, that doesn’t make any of them the 
best player in college basketball. 

That’s a different question. 

Villanova’s Jalen Brunson is a leading 
candidate to be anointed the national col¬ 
lege player of the year. 

While several freshmen will likely hear 
their names called as one of the top-five 
draft picks, Brunson has been the man in 
college. And Brunson has NBA talent at the 
helm of a team playing in this weekend’s 
Final Four in San Antonio, but recently 
there seems to be a disconnect between 
college production and NBA potential. 

“I think it’s hard for players to figure 
that out,” Villanova coach Jay Wright said. 
“Like, ‘Hey, I’m one of the best players in 
college basketball, how can I not be a first- 
round draft pick?’ There’s just a big differ¬ 
ence between what the NBA guys think 
they want to use draft picks for and who’s 
the best player in college basketball.” 

For years, those two things seemed 
intertwined. 

Ten of the 19 different players named 
The Associated Press college player of 
the year between 1980-2000 — Virginia’s 
Ralph Sampson won three times—became 
the No. 1 overall NBA Draft pick, including 
Sampson, Georgetown’s Patrick Ewing, 
Navy’s David Robinson, LSU’s Shaquille 


O’Neal and Wake Forest’s Tim Duncan. 

But in the years since, only three players 
— Utah’s Andrew Bogut in 2005, Oklaho¬ 
ma’s Blake Griffin in 2009 and Kentucky’s 
Anthony Davis in 2012 — have been AP 
player of the year and the No. 1 overall 
pick. Last year’s AP winner, Frank Mason 
III of Kansas, was a second-round draft 
pick. 

This year’s leading contenders include 
possible No. 1 draft picks in Ayton and 
Bagley, along with a potential top-10 pick 
in Young, while Brunson could be a sec¬ 
ond-rounder like Mason. 

The shorter college careers of top players 
can explain some of that change. Formerly, 
they routinely developed over three- and 
four-year stays that offered a clearer pic¬ 
ture of player potential. 

Now, as top prospects stick around only 
a year or maybe two, that evaluation has 
changed. 

“There’s less of an emphasis on college 
productivity,” said ESPN analyst Dino 
Gaudio, Wake Forest’s head coach from 
2007-10. “Is it a factor? Sure it is, but it is 
less of a factor than what it was many years 
ago because of the one-and-done (rule) and 
how early kids can come out. 

“I think the word is projection. I think 
that’s the biggest word.” 

Brunson is still playing in the Final Four 
as the top-seeded Wildcats pursue a sec¬ 
ond national championship in three sea¬ 
sons. Bagley helped the Blue Devils reach 
the Elite Eight before losing in overtime to 
Kansas, while Ayton and Young both suf¬ 
fered first-round losses. 

The AP named its All-America team 


Tuesday, with Brunson and Kansas’ 
Devonte’ Graham joining Bagley, Ayton 
and Young on the first team. The AP 
names its player of the year Thursday in 
San Antonio. 

Ayton is an athletic 7-foot-l freshman 
with power and a soft shooting touch, aver¬ 
aging 20.1 points and 11.6 rebounds. Ari¬ 
zona State coach Bobby Hurley said Ayton 
“may be the best big I’ve seen in college 
as a player or coach” — high praise con¬ 
sidering Hurley played against O’Neal and 
Michigan’s Chris Webber, and alongside 
Christian Laettner at Duke. 

“He’s a once-in-a-generation player,” 
Arizona coach Sean Miller said. “I doubt if 
I’ll coach anyone like him again.” 

Bagley, a 6-11 forward, has the wingspan 
to score over defenders, rebound through 
traffic and step out to the arc, making him 
the Atlantic Coast Conference’s leading 
scorer (21.1) and rebounder (11.5). 

The 6-2 Young led the country in scoring 
(27.4) and assists (8.7), including games of 
48 points and a Division I record-tying 22 
assists. 

“You’re trying to develop as an individ¬ 
ual, you’re trying to win as many games 
as a team,” Oklahoma coach Lon Kruger 
said. “If you can do all those things well, 
as Trae has done, you’re going to position 
yourself well.” 

Ayton and Young have declared for the 
draft, while Bagley has yet to make the ex¬ 
pected official announcement. And there 
are several other freshmen looking like po¬ 
tential lottery picks, including Mo Bamba 
from Texas and Missouri’s Michael Porter 
Jr. (who was injured nearly all year) along 



Isaac Brekken/AP 


Arizona's Deandre Ayton is a contender 
for top pick in the upcoming NBA Draft. 

with possible one-and-done guard Collin 
Sexton of Alabama. 

Meanwhile, there’s Brunson, the steady 
6-3 junior leading a team that spent a na¬ 
tional-best eight weeks atop the Top 25. 
He averages 19.2 points and shoots 53 per¬ 
cent, though he lacks elite athleticism and 
isn’t regarded as the best pro prospect on 
his team (that would be 6-7 junior Mikal 
Bridges). 

“So is Jalen Brunson the best player in 
college basketball?” Gaudio said. “For me, 
I think so. And I think he is a great college 
player. Will he be one of the top five picks 
in the draft? No, because it’s so heavily 
weighted on how these guys can impact a 
team at the next level. And so much of that 
is related to athleticism, how high their 
ceiling is.” 


NIT roundup 


Utah tops Western Kentucky for spot in title game 



Julie Jacobson/AP 


Utah forward David Collette, right, pulls down a rebound against 
Western Kentucky guard Darius TTiompson as Utah forward Tyler 
Rawson, left, watches during the second half Tuesday in New York. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — With a poised 
performance at the free throw 
line, Justin Bibbins sent Utah to 
the championship game of the 
National Invitation Tournament 
for the first time in 44 years. 

Bibbins made all 12 of his foul 
shots and scored 19 points as the 
Utes beat Western Kentucky 69- 
64 on Tuesday night in the semifi¬ 
nals at Madison Square Garden. 

“I went to the basics and knocked 
them down,” Bibbins said. 

Sedrick Barefield added 14 
points for the second-seeded Utes 
(23-11), who advanced to the title 
game for the third time—and first 
since losing to Purdue in 1974. 

They will play Thursday night 
against No. 4 seed Penn State, a 
75-60 winner over Mississippi 
State. 

“We thought the whole time we 
could win this thing and bring 
back the trophy,” said David Col¬ 
lette, who had 13 points and seven 
rebounds. “We’re there.” 

Tyler Rawson scored 12, in¬ 
cluding a three-pointer that put 
Utah ahead to stay with 38.1 sec¬ 
onds left. 

Bibbins led the way despite 
shooting just 3-for-8 from the 
field. 


“I was happy to go to the line,” 
he said. “Once I got into the flow 
and made four in a row, I tried to 
get there more because my shot 
wasn’t falling from the outside.” 

Justin Johnson had 24 points 
for the fourth-seeded Hilltoppers 


(27-11). Lamonte Bearden added 
12 and Dwight Coleby scored 10. 

“It’s a fine line, winning and 
losing,” coach Rick Stansbury 
said. “Give them credit (for) mak¬ 
ing the plays.” 

The game went back and forth 


throughout and wasn’t decided 
until the final seconds. Utah took 
a 66-64 lead when Rawson hit a 
three from the right side to snap 
an O-for-7 shooting slump for the 
Utes, who went 8:23 without a 
field goal. 

“Ty was wide open,” Bibbins 
said. “I was happy he knocked it 
down.” 

On the ensuing possession, 
Bibbins drew a charge against 
Bearden and knocked down two 
free throws. Johnson missed a 
straightaway three at the other 
end, and Barefield’s free throw 
with five seconds to go made it 
69-64. 

“I don’t think there’s a college 
team — I may be wrong — that 
shoots more free throws in prac¬ 
tice,” Utah coach Larry Kryst- 
kowiak said. “We’ve got some 
guys that really shoot a high per¬ 
centage of free throws.” 

Penn State 75, Mississippi 
State 60: Tony Carr scored 21 
points, Shep Garner added 18 
while breaking a school record 
for career three-pointers in the 
Nittany Lions’ semifinal rout. 

Fourth-seeded Penn State (25- 
13) will play No. 2 seed Utah for 
the championship Thursday night 
at Madison Square Garden. 


After the score was tied 9-all, 
Penn State ended the first quar¬ 
ter on a 9-2 run. From there, the 
Nittany Lions opened the second 
with a 19-0 spurt capped by Gar¬ 
ner’s three off an assist from Carr 
to make it 37-11. 

Penn State was up 42-23 at half¬ 
time and led by as many as 27. 

Mississippi State (25-12) wasn’t 
able to get within 20 until there 
was 7:56 left in the game. Abdul 
Ado’s dunk made it 65-47, but that 
was the closest the fourth-seeded 
Bulldogs got before the waning 
moments. 

Mississippi State was led by 
Tyson Carter’s 19 points off the 
bench. Ado had 13 points and 
seven rebounds. 

Lamar Stevens scored 17 points 
for Penn State. Carr had six as¬ 
sists and five rebounds. 

While the Nittany Lions would 
have preferred to play in the 
NCAA Tournament for the first 
time since 2011, they made the 
NIT for the first time under sev¬ 
enth-year coach Pat Chambers. 
Penn State is back in the NIT 
title game for the first time since 
2009, when it beat Baylor for the 
crown. 

The school’s only other appear¬ 
ance in the final was a loss to 
Minnesota in 1998. 
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MLB PREVIEW 


Scoreboard 


American League 


East Division 


Central Division 


Toronto 
Tampa Bay 
Baltimore 
Boston 
New York 

Kansas City 

Cleveland 

Chicago 

Minnesota 

\ 

Seattle 
Los Angeles 
Oakland 
Texas 
Houston 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pi 

Philadelphia 0 0 

New York 0 0 

Miami 0 0 

Atlanta 0 0 

Washington 0 0 

Central Division 
Cincinnati 0 0 

Pittsburgh 0 0 

Chicago 0 0 

St. Louis 0 0 

Milwaukee 0 0 

West Division 
Los Angeles 0 0 

Arizona 0 0 

San Francisco 0 0 

Colorado 0 0 

San Diego 0 0 

Thursday’s games 

Minnesota (Odorizzi 0-0) at Baltimore 
(Bundy) 

Houston (Verlander) at Texas (Hamels 
0-0) 

N.Y. Yankees (Severino 0-0) at Toronto 
(Happ 0-0) 

Boston (Sale 0-0) at Tampa Bay (Ar¬ 
cher 0-0) 

L.A. Angels (Richards 0-0) at Oakland 
(Graveman 0-0) 

Chicago White Sox (Shields 0-0) at 
Kansas City (Duffy 0-0) 

Cleveland (Kluber 0-0) at Seattle (Her¬ 
nandez 0-0) 

Chicago Cubs (Lester 0-0) at Miami 
(Urena 0-0) 

Pittsburgh (Nova 0-0) at Detroit (Zim- 
mermann 0-0) 

St. Louis (Martinez 0-0) at N.Y. Mets 
(Syndergaard 0-0) 

Milwaukee (Anderson 0-0) at San Di¬ 
ego (Richard 0-0) 

Philadelphia (Nola 0-0) at Atlanta (Te¬ 
heran 0-0) 

Washington (Scherzer 0-0) at Cincin¬ 
nati (Bailey 0-0) 

San Francisco (Blach 0-0) at L.A. Dodg¬ 
ers (Kershaw 0-0) 

Colorado (Gray 0-0) at Arizona (Corbin 


0-0) 


Friday’s games 
N.Y. Yankees (Tanaka 0-0) at Toronto 
(Sanchez 0-0) 

Boston (Price 0-0) at Tampa Bay (Snell 
Houston (Keuchel 0-0) at Texas (FIster 
c Angels (Skaggs 0-0) at Oakland 


0-0) 


(TBD) 

Chicago Cubs (Hendricks 0-0) at Mi¬ 
ami (TBD) 

Philadelphia (Pivetta 0-0) at Atlanta 
(Foltynewicz 0-0) 

Colorado (TBD) at Arizona (Ray 0-0) 

Milwaukee (Chacin 0-0) at San Diego 
(TBD) 

San Francisco (TBD) at L.A. Dodgers 
(Wood 0-0) 

Saturday’s games 

Houston (McCullers 0-0) at Texas 
(TBD) 

L.A. Angels (TBD) at Oakland (TBD) 

N.Y. Yankees (Sabathia 0-0) at Toronto 
(Estrada 0-0) 

Cleveland (Carrasco 0-0) at Seattle 
(Paxton 0-0) 

Boston (Porcello 0-0) at Tampa Bay 
(TBD) 

Minnesota (Gibson 0-0) at Baltimore 
(Cashner 0-0) 

Chicago White Sox (Giolito 0-0) at 
Kansas City (Kennedy 0-0) 

Pittsburgh (Williams 0-0) at Detroit 
(Fulmer 0-0) 

St. Louis (Wacha 0-0) at N.Y. Mets (de- 
Grom 0-0) 

Washington (Strasburg 0-0) at Cincin¬ 
nati (Castillo 0-0) 

Chicago Cubs (Darvish 0-0) at Miami 
(TBD) 

Philadelphia (Velasquez 0-0) at Atlan¬ 
ta (McCarthy 0-0) 

Colorado (TBD) at Arizona (Greinke 


0-0) 

Milwaukee (Suter 0-0) a 
(Perdomo 0-0) 

San Francisco (TBD) at 
(Maeda 0-0) 


San Diego 
A. Dodgers 


Calendar 

March 29 — Opening day. Active ros¬ 
ters reduced to 25 players. 

April 17-18 — Cleveland vs. Minnesota 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

May 16-17 — Owners’ meetings, New 
York. 

June 4 — Amateur draft starts. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 6 — Last day to sign for amateur 
draft picks subject to deadline. 

July 17 — All-Star Game, Washington. 


Time: Big names have 



Curtis Compton, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 


Aaron Judge was the American League Rookie of the Year last season and will 
team with Giancarlo Stanton to give the New \brk Yankees a potent lineup. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Here’s an early best-of-seven: 

Welcome 

Slugger J.D. Martinez moves to Boston, 
which hit the fewest homers in the American 
League. Andrew McCutchen and Evan Longo¬ 
ria go to the retooling Giants, Jake Arrieta joins 
the rebuilding Phillies, Christian Yelich and 
Lorenzo Cain become part of the Brewers’ 
outfield, Marcell Ozuna provides pop in St. 
Louis and Yu Darvish is now pitching for the 
Cubs. Also, six new managers: Alex Cora (Red 
Sox), Aaron Boone (Yankees), Dave Martinez 
(Nationals), Mickey Callaway (Mets) and Gabe 
Kapler (Phillies) try for the first time, and Ron 
Gardenhire (Tigers) returns after a four-year 
absence. 

Worth watching 

Babe Ruth or bust? We’ll see whether 
newcomer Shohei Ohtani becomes the most 
successful two-way player in the bigs since 
the Bambino. The 23-year-old Japanese star 
struggled at the plate and on the mound this 
spring, but it’s early. Tampa Ray reliever Jonny 
Venters has been out of the majors since 
2012 while having three Tommy John surger¬ 
ies. Alex Rodriguez, meanwhile, keeps getting 
more popular in retirement as he moves into 
the ESPN booth for Sunday night telecasts. 

Hiya 

In a game of numbers, make way for some 
new letters to go along with ERA, OPS and 
WAR: MVs. Mound visits will be posted on 
scoreboards, tracking how many times catch¬ 
ers, infielders, managers and coaches go talk 
with a pitcher. It’s part of MLB’s new pace- 
of-play rules, designed to cut down the inces¬ 
sant back-and-forth between batteries. Teams 
are allowed six trips without making a change. 
After that, every visit requires a new pitcher. 
For sure, this will take a few weeks to sort out. 
And no shenanigans — what if a shortstop 
thinks a reliever is out of gas, and trots to the 
mound on his own to force a switch? 

Ouch! 

Giants ace Madison Bumgarner is among 
several banged-up stars who will miss open¬ 
ing day. Dodgers catalyst Justin Turner, Red 
Sox second baseman Dustin Pedroia, Orioles 
closer Zach Britton, Milwaukee starter Jimmy 
Nelson, Blue Jays shortstop Troy Tulowitzki 


and Nationals second baseman Daniel Mur¬ 
phy are out. Mariners ace Felix Flernandez 
is recovering from being hit by a line drive in 
spring training, which is how Bumgarner broke 
a bone in his pitching hand. Astros first base- 
man Yuli Gurriel is healing from hand surgery, 
then will serve a five-game suspension for 
making an offensive gesture toward Dodgers 
pitcher Yu Darvish during the World Series. 
Twins shortstop Jorge Polanco begins an 80- 
game drug ban, and will be ineligible if Min¬ 
nesota makes the playoffs. 

Yummy 

The plate will be tasty — at concession 
stands. In Texas, the Dilly Dog is a dill pick¬ 
le, hollowed out and stuffed with a hot dog, 
served up battered and fried. PNC Park pres¬ 
ents Greens and Grains that includes kale, qui- 
noa, sunflower seeds and other healthy items. 
Fenway Park provides dessert, a creme bru- 
lee French toast topped with Vermont maple 
syrup. Want a bolder option? Try the Rocky 
Mountain Po’Boy at Coors Field. That’s Rocky 
Mountain oysters, topped with guacamole, 
pico de gallo and more, on a roll (urn. Rocky 
Mountain oysters aren’t really seafood. In Col¬ 
orado, that’s what they call cattle testicles). 

Fan-tastic 

All 30 teams will have expanded netting to 
protect fans, reaching at least to the far end of 
the dugouts. ... At Camden Yards, the Orioles 
will offer free tickets in the upper deck to kids 9 
and under for the first month of the season. ... 
At the Coliseum, the A’s are opening a garden 
beyond the outfield seats, growing produce 
and flowers in redwood planters. ... At Dodger 
Stadium, there will be bar stools behind the 
plate, plus a painted blue seat in right field to 
mark where Kirk Gibson’s home run landed to 
win the 1988 World Series opener. 

The ex factor 

From Triple-A Pawtucket down to rookie 
Pioneer League Idaho Falls, extra innings will 
have a different look in the minors. Every half¬ 
inning will start with a runner on second base. 
They say it’ll shorten games and help preserve 
the arms of pitching prospects. They do this in 
the World Baseball Classic, international base¬ 
ball and — heck — even Central Park softball. 
Purists, note: Commissioner Rob Manfred 
has stated this idea isn’t being considered for 
any major league games that count. For real, 
right? 


changed teams 


Key dates 

Thursday, March 29 

San Francisco Giants at Los Angeles Dodgers: The earliest do¬ 
mestic start in baseball history features one of the game’s best ri¬ 
valries. Clayton Kershaw makes his record eighth opening-day start 
for the NL champion Dodgers after going 18-4 with a 2.31 ERA in 
27 starts last year. Fie takes on a much more challenging lineup 
after the Giants acquired Evan Longoria and Andrew McCutchen 
in a pair of offseason trades. It’s the first opener between the clubs 
since 2013. 

Monday, April 2 

Baltimore Orioles at Houston Astros: Reigning AL MVP Jose 
Altuve and the Astros celebrate the franchise’s first championship 
before their home opener against Adam Jones and the Orioles. The 
Astros outlasted the Dodgers in a seven-game World Series last fall, 
and they might be even better this year after acquiring right-hander 
Gerrit Cole in a January trade with Pittsburgh. The Orioles are hop¬ 
ing to bounce back after finishing last in the rugged AL East last 
season. 

Tuesday, May 8 

Boston Red Sox at New York Yankees: It’s on — again. Mookie 
Betts and the Red Sox make their first trip of the season to New York 
to take on Aaron Judge and the Yankees. Boston won the AL East in 
2017, and then bolstered its lineup by signing slugger J.D. Martinez 
to a $110 million, five-year contract in February. New York, which 
lost to Flouston in last year’s AL Championship Series, traded for 
Giancarlo Stanton in December, creating the type of star-studded 
batting order usually only found in video games. One of baseball’s 
biggest rivalries is must-see TV again in 2018. 

Thursday May 17 

Tampa Bay Rays at Los Angeles Angels: Albert Pujols begins 
the season just 32 hits shy of 3,000, and he could be right around 
the magic number when Los Angeles welcomes Tampa Bay to town 
for the opener of a four-game series. The 38-year-old Pujols isn’t as 
dangerous as he was at the start of his career, but he hit 23 homers 
and drove in 101 runs for the Angels last year. He dropped about 15 
pounds over the winter and could see more time at first base after 
Los Angeles signed pitcher and designated hitter Shohei Ohtani over 
the winter. 

Friday, June 15 

Chicago Cubs at St. Louis Cardinals: The NL Central used to 
belong to the Cardinals, but it has been the Cubs’ show lately. Chi¬ 
cago won the division in each of the past two seasons and remains 
the favorite after signing right-hander Yu Darvish to a $126 million, 
six-year contract in February. St. Louis traded for outfielder Marcell 
Ozuna in December and is hoping to return to the playoffs for the 
first time since 2015. A good place to start might be the season se¬ 
ries against Chicago after the Cardinals lost 14 of 19 games against 
the Cubs last year. 

Tuesday, July 17 

All-Star Game: The Midsummer Classic returns to Washington 
for the first time since Willie McCovey homered twice in the National 
League’s 9-3 victory at Robert F. Kennedy Stadium in 1969. That 
was part of a long run of dominance for the NL in one of baseball’s 
showcase events, but times have changed. The American League 
won 2-1 in 10 innings in Miami last year for its fifth consecutive 
victory. 

Thursday, Aug. 30 

Minnesota Twins at Cleveland Indians: The AL Central rivals 
conclude their season series with eight games in August after Cleve¬ 
land ran away from Minnesota on its way to the division title a year 
ago. The Twins are much improved after making a surprise playoff 
appearance in 2017, signing right-hander Lance Lynn and slugger 
Logan Morrison off the slow free-agent market and trading for righty 
Jake Odorizzi. The Indians return mostly intact after winning 102 
games last season and dropping a heartbreaking first-round playoff 
series against the Yankees. 

Sunday, Sept. 23 

New York Mets at Washington Nationals: When New York and 
Washington are healthy, they offer all sorts of tantalizing pitching 
matchups when they play each other. But the Mets have been ham¬ 
pered by injuries for the past couple of years while the Nationals 
have captured the NL East in each of the previous two seasons. 
Each team is looking for a breakthrough under a new manager, with 
Mickey Callaway hoping to get the Mets back into the playoffs and 
Dave Martinez trying to guide the Nationals to postseason success. 

Sunday, Sept. 30 

Texas Rangers at Seattle Mariners: Ichiro Suzuki begins his 18th 
season in the majors in the same place where he started after he 
came to the United States from Japan, returning to Seattle for a 
$750,000, one-year contract. If he decides this is it — Suzuki turns 
45 in October, but doesn’t seem to be entertaining the idea of retir¬ 
ing anytime soon — he could play his final game at Safeco Field in 
the season finale. 

— Associated Press 
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Will flip-flopping 
fielders become 
the latest trend? 



By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

CLEARWATER, Fla. 
ew Philadelphia Phillies 
manager Gabe Kapler’s 
progressive approach 
includes a strategy 
straight from a slow-pitch softball 
league. 

Kapler plans to flip-flop out¬ 
fielders in the middle of an inning 
to put his best defensive player 
in the position where the spray 
charts indicate a batter is most 
likely to hit the ball. 

This isn’t the typical infield 
shift and old-school thinkers will 
scoff at the idea, but Kapler feels 
so strongly about it that he has 
these words written on a white 
board in his office: 

“We know that different play¬ 
ers have different skills. One hit¬ 
ter may crush fastballs. Another 
may hammer change-ups. That 
doesn’t mean either is a better 
hitter. They just have different 
strengths. Outfielders are simi¬ 
lar. Whenever we have a chance 
to maximize a man’s strengths to 
get an additional out, we’ll do so.” 

Strange shifts are nothing new 
to baseball. The influx of analyt¬ 
ics has led managers to try differ¬ 
ent things. 

Chicago Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon tried a four-man outfield 
last season against Cincinnati’s 
Joey Votto. Third baseman Kris 
Bryant moved to left-center field 
and shortstop Javier Baez re¬ 
mained on the left side of the in¬ 
field. Votto hit a double down the 
first-base line. 

Houston Astros manager A.J. 


Hinch took the strategy a step 
further against Miami’s Justin 
Bour this spring. Third baseman 
Alex Bregman moved to left field 
and shortstop Carlos Correa slid 
over to the right side of the in¬ 
field, giving the Astros no fielders 
between second and third. Late in 
the count both Correa and second 
baseman Jose Altuve dropped 
deep, essentially playing short 
right field, so that only first base- 
man Marwin Gonzalez was on 
the infield dirt. 

Hinch also experimented with 
four infielders on the right side 
of the diamond in a game against 
Washington. 

“It’s happened before but that’s 
one of the most extreme shifts 
I’ve ever seen — you’ll probably 
ever see,” pitcher Dallas Keuchel 
said. “I think unless you have an 
athletic pitcher on the mound, you 
probably won’t see that. I pride 
myself on the defense and A.J. 
knows that so I think he’s willing 
to take a risk and try it out. What 
better way to try it out than in 
spring training?” 

But these shifts aren’t as dras¬ 
tic as Kapler’s plan. 

Moving outfielders back- 
and-forth mid-inning is a bold 
concept. It might require ego¬ 
massaging because some play¬ 
ers may be offended if they are 
moved away from the ball. Even 
weekend warriors in beer leagues 
across the country would be em¬ 
barrassed if a coach makes that 
kind of switch. 

Phillies slugger Rhys Hoskins 
has the right attitude, however. 

Hoskins, a converted first base- 


man, is Philadelphia’s least expe¬ 
rienced outfielder. He’s slower 
and has less range than Nick Wil¬ 
liams and Aaron Altherr, who are 
expected to play right field. 

“I think it’s going to give us a 
chance to get more outs through¬ 
out the season,” he said. “Kap has 
stressed he wants to put his play¬ 
ers in the best position possible to 
succeed and I think we’re pretty 
blessed with some good outfield¬ 
ers. Logically, it only makes sense 
to use those guys as much as we 
can. And if it gets us one, two, 
three more wins, that could push 
into the playoffs.” 


Kapler insists it’s more about 
taking advantage of the superior 
defender than hiding a weaker 
fielder. 

“It has nothing to do with any 
individual other than the guy 
we’re moving to put in the ideal 
spot,” he said. “Think about it like 
this. If you have Ozzie Smith and 
you knew a ball was going to be 
hit where Ozzie can catch it, you 
would want Ozzie Smith near that 
ball. It’s really about an excep¬ 
tional defender and putting him 
in the right position to succeed.” 

St. Louis Cardinals right fielder 
Dexter Fowler doesn’t buy it. 


“I don’t like that,” Fowler said. 
“If a guy is in left field, he should 
be a left fielder. If he’s in right 
field, he should be a right fielder. 
If he’s not capable of playing, he 
probably shouldn’t be out there.” 

Kapler could be an innovator. 
Perhaps he starts a trend other 
managers will follow. Of course, 
it’s not for everyone. 

“I’m not going to experiment 
with it,” Kansas City Royals 
manager Ned Yost said. “I’m not 
into moving my outfielders hitter 
to hitter, no. I’ve got confidence 
in my outfielders so I’m not into 
moving them hitter to hitter.” 



Yankees’ Bird has surgery, will miss 6-8 weeks 


By Paul Newberry 

Associated Press 


ATLANTA — Oft-injured New York 
Yankees first baseman Greg Bird had sur¬ 
gery on his ailing right ankle and could be 
sidelined for nearly two months. 

The Yankees said Tuesday’s operation 
went as planned. 

“Obviously, we were hoping it was going 
to be a shorter-term thing,” first-year man¬ 
ager Aaron Boone said Monday when the 
intended operation was announced. “But 
we feel like we got some answers. We feel 
like we know what the surgery’s going to 
accomplish.” 

Bird had surgery to remove a small bro¬ 
ken spur on the outside of the right ankle. 
Dr. Martin O’Malley operated at the Hos¬ 
pital for Special Surgery in New York. 

The slugger is expected to be out for six- 
to-eight weeks. 

“Hopefully this is something he will now 
put behind him for good,” Boone said. “We 
feel pretty good that the surgery is fairly 
minor and they’re going to go in and cor- 


Lynne Sladky/AP 

New York Yankees first baseman Greg Bird had surgery on his right ankle Tuesday. 



rect the problem. Then he should be good 
to go.” 

The 25-year-old Bird has been promis¬ 
ing yet perplexing since his big league 
debut in 2015, when he came up from the 
minors and had 11 homers and 31 RBIs in 
46 games. 

He missed 2016 after surgery to repair a 
torn labrum in his right shoulder. Last year. 
Bird hit .451 with eight homers in spring 
training but fouled a ball off his right ankle 
on March 30, started the season 6-for-60 
and went on the disabled list May 2. 

When the foot did not improve, O’Malley 
operated July 18 to remove a bone in the 
ankle. 

Bird returned Aug. 26 and hit .253 with 
eight homers and 25 RBIs in 29 games, 
then batted .241 with three homers and six 
RBIs in 13 playoff games. Most notably, he 
homered off Andrew Miller to account for 
the lone run in a 1-0 victory over Cleveland 
in Game 3 of the AL Division Series. 

Bird struggled this spring training, hit¬ 
ting just .154 in 52 at-bats with one homer, 
one double and four RBIs. 
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Ohtani’s 
pitching 
debut set 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Two-way 
sensation Shohei Ohtani is sched¬ 
uled to make his m^or league 
pitching debut Sunday when he 
starts for the Los Angeles Angels 
in their fourth game of the season 
at Oakland. 

The much-hyped Japanese star 
is expected to be the team’s desig¬ 
nated hitter in at least one of the 
first three games, but it’s unclear 
if that will happen in the opener 
on Thursday. 

“We haven’t determined our 
opening-day lineup yet,” An¬ 
gels manager Mike Scioscia said 
Tuesday night. 

The 23-year-old Ohtani, who 
struggled in spring training, was 
told after Tuesday’s exhibition 
game against the Dodgers that 
he’ll pitch Sunday. 

Asked what he expects from 
Ohtani in his first start, Scioscia 
said: “He’s gotten into the mid- 
80-pitch range and should be able 
to get over 90 if he’s throwing to 
his capabilities. That’s plenty of 
pitches for him to get deep into 
the game. We’re going to take it 
one pitch at a time with all of our 
pitchers.” 

Ohtani was supposed to get an 
at-bat or two on Tuesday night 
but that didn’t happen because 
the game was called in the bot¬ 
tom of the fifth inning due to a 
foul-smelling leak that spilled 
sewage onto the Dodger Stadium 
field near the home dugout. 

The Angels play their home 
opener Monday against Cleve¬ 
land. They plan to use a six-man 
rotation this season, but won’t 
need to open that way. 

“We’re at five starters and we’ll 
eventually be at six,” Scioscia 
said. “As far as how everything 
was lining up, there were defi¬ 
nitely some things we were look¬ 
ing at as far as how we started 
out of the gate. The thing about 
the starting rotation, especially 
this year, is that we’re going to be 
flexible and fluid.” 



Jae C. Hong/AF 


The Los Angeles Angels’ Shohei 
Ohtani will get his first major 
league start from the mound on 
Sunday at Oakland. 



Chris Carlson/AP 

Angels slugger Albert Pujols is only 32 hits away from 3,000 in his career, likely making this the fourth straight season a player joins the 
prestigious club. It could be a while before the next member joins the club, though, with Miguel Cabrera the next closest with 2,636 hits. 


The drive for 3,000 


After Pujols, it could be several seasons before player hits milestone 


By Stephen Hawkins 

Associated Press 

R obinson Cano dreamed as a kid of 
going to bat with the bases loaded, 
two outs in the bottom of the ninth 
inning in Game 7 of the World Se¬ 
ries and hitting a home run. 

There was also a milestone number that 
seemed so improbable: 3,000 hits. 

“You dream one day what it feels like to 
win an MVP, to be an All-Star, to win a Gold 
Glove,” said Cano, the Seattle Mariners’ sec¬ 
ond baseman. “When you’re a kid, you think, 
T wish I could get 3,000 one day.’ ... It’s one 
of those things that once you get to the big 
leagues you know how hard it is, and then you 
understand at the same time there are not too 
many guys that get 3,000 hits. It’s hard.” 

Just how hard? 

There are only 31 players who have done 
it. And the only two active in the majors are 
44-year-old outfielder Ichiro Suzuki, back 
with Seattle; and Texas Rangers third base- 
man Adrian Beltre, the 3,000-hit club’s new¬ 
est member. 

And that milestone could be becoming even 
more elusive. 

“Longevity is one thing,” said A.J. Hinch, 
manager of the World Series champion Hous¬ 
ton Astros. “Being good as you age, being able 
to handle the type of pitching and the type of 
defenses that are happening now, it might be 
more and more rare that guys reach these ac¬ 
complishments based on the information and 
how difficult it is to perform like that for that 
long.” 

Albert Pujols goes into this season for the 
Los Angeles Angels with 2,968 hits, making 
it likely a player joins the prestigious club in 
four straight years — a first. Alex Rodriguez 
got his 3,000th hit with a homer in 2015, Ichi¬ 
ro did it with a triple in 2016 and Beltre with a 
double last summer. 

But after Pujols, a three-time NL MVP with 
the St. Louis Cardinals who is now 38 and in 
his 18th big league season, it will be at least a 
couple more seasons before another 3,000-hit 
watch kicks in for someone else. 

“When you say 3,000 hits, that means that 
you were good for a long time,” said Cleve¬ 
land Indians manager Terry Francona, who 
as a young player with Montreal in 1984 was 



David Zalubowski/AP 


In this 2016 photo, Ichiro Suzuki, right, 
hugs Dee Gordon after Suzuki tripied for his 
3,000th career hit. Suzuki is one of only 
two active players in the majors who have 
reached the milestone. The Rangers’ Adrian 
Beltre is the other. 

teammates for part of a season with MLB ca¬ 
reer hits leader Pete Rose, who had 4,256 over 
24 big league seasons. 

“Start talking about 4,200, and then you 
start thinking, OK, that’s 20 years of 200 hits, 
and you’re still not there,” Francona said. 

The next active player on the career hits list 
after Pujols is another big man, 34-year-old 
Miguel Cabrera at 2,636. Miggy played 130 
games last season for the Detroit Tigers and 
had 117 hits, his fewest since 84 as a rookie 
in 2003. Then comes eight-time All-Star and 
two-time Gold Glove winner Cano, 35 and 
going into his 14th season; he has 2,376. 

“I know if I stay healthy, and I can play for 
the next six years healthy, I can do it,” Cano 
said. “But I know there are too many hits left. 
I don’t think, ‘I’ve got to get there.’ I go step by 
step and play this season and see how it goes, 
and play the next and see how it goes and see 
how close you get.” 

Hank Aaron and Willie Mays both got 
to 3,000 in the summer of 1970. Lou Brock 
and Carl Yastrzemski did so within a month 
of each other in 1979, the season after Rose 
joined the club more than eight years before 


his last career hit. 

Only once before now had players reached 
3,000 in three consecutive seasons — from 
1999-2001 when four players did. Tony Gwynn 
and Wade Boggs got No. 3,000 on back-to-back- 
days in August 1999, before Cal Ripken Jr. the 
next season and Rickey Henderson in 2001. 

The milestone was then reached only three 
more times over the following 13 seasons 
— Rafael Palmeiro in 2005, Craig Biggio in 
2007 and Derek Jeter in 2011 — until A-Rod 
started the current surge. 

Former Tigers manager Brad Ausmus, now 
a special assistant to Angels general man¬ 
ager Billy Eppler, played with two 3,000-hit 
club members — Biggio in Houston and Tony 
Gwynn in San Diego. 

“[Biggio] played every day. That’s part of 
the reason he got 3,000 hits, is he was good 
and he played every single day,” Ausmus said. 
“Tony Gwynn, he was just a great hitter, best 
I’ve ever seen at putting the barrel on the ball, 
and having it find a place to land.” 

There are only nine active players with 
at least 2,000 hits — four having fewer than 
2,100. That list is topped by two-time AL bat¬ 
ting champion Ichiro at 3,080 after 1,278 more 
hits over nine seasons in Japan, and Beltre at 
3,048 and the only active player with at least 20 
seasons in the majors — this will be his 21st. 

Reigning AL MVP Jose Altuve has had four 
straight 200-hit seasons, leading the m^ors 
twice and the American League all four of 
those years. The 27-year-old Astros second 
baseman, who this spring got the longest con¬ 
tract in team history through 2024, has 1,250 
career hits — 48th among active players and 
still nearly nine 200-hit seasons from 3,000. 
He is a .316 career hitter through 982 games. 

The youngest player with at least 1,000 hits 
is 26-year-old center fielder Mike Trout, the 
two-time AL MVP going into his eighth sea¬ 
son with the Angels as a .306 hitter with 1,040 
hits in 925 games. 

As for players now just going into their 10th 
seasons, 2013 NL MVP Andrew McCutchen, 
the 31-year-old outfielder now with the San 
Francisco Giants after his first nine seasons 
with Pittsburgh, has the most hits at 1,463 
—just shy of halfway to 3,000. That is only six 
more hits than Elvis Andrus, the 29-year-old 
Rangers shortstop. 
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NIT semifinals 

Utah, Penn State earn berths 
in championship game » Page 28 




By Ben Walker 
Associated Press 


Todd Kirklani 
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ITS TIME 

New season brings beastly 
teams, Ohtani, limited MVs 


Right fielder Giancarlo Stanton, above, was named National League MVP before 
being traded to the Yankees in the offseason. Right: Jose Altuve was named 
American League MVP after leading the Astros to the World Series title. 


ust the thought of Giancarlo Stan¬ 
ton and Aaron Judge in the same 
lineup sent fans into a frenzy. 
Come opening day, all of base¬ 
ball will see which teams really have the 
muscle. 

A season of haves and have-nots begins 
Thursday with Derek Jeter’s pared-down 
Marlins playing the pumped-up Cubs. 
Later that day, the New York Yankees 
unleash their most potent pair of sluggers 
since Mantle & Maris. 

MVP Jose Altuve and the World Se¬ 
ries champion Houston Astros added 
ace Gerrit Cole to a rotation with Dallas 
Keuchel and Justin Verlander. The Dodg¬ 
ers and Indians are still poised after com¬ 
ing within one win of that elusive crown. 
The Nationals hired a new manager to 
help free agent-to-be Bryce Harper, Max 
Scherzer and Stephen Strasburg reach 
the top. And the Red Sox got the hopper 
they needed. 

Where does that leave the Reds, Pi¬ 
rates, Tigers, Rays and A’s? Well, better 
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luck next year. Or the year after that. 

Mgjor League Baseball is in a hurry 
these days, with record home runs and 
strikeouts the new norm. But please, get 
that last out in under three hours. 

A season that will include games in 
Mexico and Puerto Rico is set to start. 
And, if all goes as planned, the final game 
will come in October. 

SEE TIME ON PAGE 29 


Predators outlast Wild in shootout 

NHL, Page 25 



Wade, Heat shut down LeBron, Cavs 

NBA, Page 26 









